
THE NEW YORK STATE 
KINDERGARTEN 
LEARNING STANDARDS:  
A RESOURCE FOR 
SCHOOL SUCCESS

MEG MCNIFF, OFFICE OF EARLY LEARNING

MELISSA MONTAGUE, OFFICE OF CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION



INTRODUCTIONS

Meg McNiff
meg.mcniff@nysed.gov

Melissa Montague
melissa.montague@nysed.gov 



TODAY’S LITERACY CONTEXT:
NEW YORK STATE 4TH AND 8TH GRADERS

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National 
Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 
2017 Reading Assessment.
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TODAY’S LITERACY CONTEXT



CHANGING DEMANDS OF WORKFORCE PARTICIPATION

“In order to prepare
young people to do the
jobs computers cannot
do, we must re-focus our
education system 
around one objective:
giving students the 
foundational skills in 
problem- solving and 
communication that 
computers don’t have.”

Murnane & Levy, 2013



DIVERGENT THINKING



SUCCESSFUL LEARNING

From Dr. Nonie Lesaux’s Keynote Presentation ~ P3 Summer Institute 0718
http://www.northeastcompcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/EL-Summit-Comprehensive-Early-Literacy-Reform-Lesaux-PPT-web.pdf

http://www.northeastcompcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/EL-Summit-Comprehensive-Early-Literacy-Reform-Lesaux-PPT-web.pdf


STRONG CURRICULA

From Dr. Nonie Lesaux’s 
Keynote Presentation 

Summer Institute 0718:  http://www.northeastcompcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/EL-Summit-Comprehensive-Early-Literacy-Reform-Lesaux-PPT-web.pdf

Strong Curricula
• Content-rich themes/texts
• Culturally responsive
• Consistent routines/language
• Rigorous/challenging within 

supportive context
• Combine explicit instruction 

with inquiry based learning
• Support peer-to-peer 

interactions

http://www.northeastcompcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/EL-Summit-Comprehensive-Early-Literacy-Reform-Lesaux-PPT-web.pdf


UNITS OF STUDY

From Dr. Nonie Lesaux’s Keynote Presentation ~ P3 Summer Institute 0718:  
http://www.northeastcompcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/EL-Summit-Comprehensive-Early-Literacy-Reform-Lesaux-PPT-web.pdf

Units of Study

Depth of 
Learning
• Place a concept, 

word, or theme 
at the center to 
deepen 
understanding

Learning as a 
Process
• Facilitate 

learning such 
that students 
can grapple with 
ideas and learn 
from mistakes

Interactive 
Learning
• Support 

meaningful 
interactions 
among teachers 
and peers

Strong 
Curricula 

http://www.northeastcompcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/EL-Summit-Comprehensive-Early-Literacy-Reform-Lesaux-PPT-web.pdf


ADVANCED LITERACY BRIEFS

“Effective literacy instruction … brings 
the world to students in meaningful 
ways and supports them as they develop 
the foundation they need to access and 
comprehend a range of texts.” 

http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/linguistically-diverse-
learners-and-nys-next-generation-p-12-learning-standards

http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/linguistically-diverse-learners-and-nys-next-generation-p-12-learning-standards


INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS OF STUDY

“A central method for motivating 
a unit’s inquiry is to engage 
students in answering a question 
that is authentic and for which 
there is no single answer.”

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/nov-8-
nys_brief-7-of-8_summer_2017_units-final_2.pdf-a.pdf

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/nov-8-nys_brief-7-of-8_summer_2017_units-final_2.pdf-a.pdf


NEW YORK STATE LEARNING STANDARDS

How can we make sure the basic needs of 
living things in our local environment are met?

Arts

VA:Cn10.1.K:  Explore the 
world using descriptive words 

and artistic work.  

English
Language

Arts

KW6:  Develop questions and 
participate in shared research 

and exploration to answer 
questions and to build and 

share knowledge.

Mathematics

NY-K.G1:  Describe shapes in 
the environment using names of 
shapes, and describe the relative 
positions of these objects using 

terms such as above, below, 
beside, in front of, behind, and 

next to.

Science

K-ESS3-3:  Communicate 
solutions that will reduce the 
impact of humans on living 
organisms and non-living 

things in the local 
environment.

Social Studies

K.9a:  Students will identify 
basic needs.



AT A GLANCE ELA STANDARDS

 Support curriculum 
development, instructional 
design

 Access grade-level 
introductions
 Range of reading experiences

 Text complexity expectations

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-
state-next-generation-english-language-arts-learning-
standards

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-english-language-arts-learning-standards


NEW YORK STATE KINDERGARTEN LEARNING STANDARDS:  A 
RESOURCE FOR SCHOOL SUCCESS



ACCESSING THE KINDERGARTEN STANDARDS RESOURCE

www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning

Click on “Standards” in 
navigation menu in left 
margin.

Once posted, the 
Kindergarten Standards 
Resource will be below PK.

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning


INTRODUCTION TO THE RESOURCE

WHY?
- request from P2 Standards Task Force and the Board of Regents’ Early Childhood Committee
- challenge of working with multiple formats
- confusion about focusing on discrete skills, missing domain areas

WHAT? a clear, comprehensive, consolidated standards resource for kindergarten learning standards

WHO?
Feedback from:

- Office of Early Learning - Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages
- Office of Curriculum and Instruction - Office of Special Education

- Administrators, Educators, Parents



READ AND REFLECT:
THE INTRODUCTION

• Read the Introduction (p. 3-5)
• Reflect on the following:

• The NYSKLS Resource IS…
• The NYSKLS Resource IS NOT… 



REFLECTION

Share your reflection via Padlet:  QR Code above or https://padlet.com/melissa_montague/NYSKLS

The NYSKLS Resource 
IS…

The NYSKLS Resource 
IS NOT… 

https://padlet.com/melissa_montague/NYSKLS


DOMAINS OF LEARNING



THE STRUCTURE OF THE STANDARDS RESOURCE

Domain of learning

Context and considerations

Links and notes to full articulation 
of standards, if applicable

Reference codes/Learning Standard

Indicator(s)



THE STANDARDS

1. Browse the learning standards
2. Discuss
3. Stop and jot

We 
notice… We 

wonder…

We think…



INTERDISCIPLINARY UNITS OF STUDY
PLANNING TEMPLATE



PLANNING INTERDISCIPLINARY UNITS OF STUDY
UNIT OVERVIEW & LEARNING STANDARDS

Unit Overview

Learning Standards



PLANNING INTERDISCIPLINARY UNITS OF STUDY
WEEKLY PLANNING TEMPLATE

 Includes space to plan 
weekly:
 Focus questions

 Foundational texts for read 
aloud/supporting texts

 Large/small group 
instruction

 As well as:

 Outdoor/gross-motor 
experiences

 Connections with Special 
Area teachers



PLANNING INTERDISCIPLINARY UNITS OF STUDY
PLANNING LEARNING CENTERS

Blocks

Math and Manipulatives

Creative Arts

Dramatic Play

Literacy and Writing

Science and Nature

Learning Centers



INSTRUCTIONAL UNIT FRAMEWORK EXAMPLE 
PREKINDERGARTEN

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning/standards/documents/PreKStandards2019.pdf#page=29
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