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THE NEW  YORK STATE SEAL OF BILITERACY 

(NYSSB) GUIDANCE TOOLKIT

Module 7:  Wrapping up Your Program

Candace Black (NYSED-OBEWL), Maria Fenton (Mid-State RBERN), 

and Shawnna Sweet (Mid-West RBERN)



MODULE 7 OBJECTIVES

Participants will be able to:

☐ Share how, when, and where the NYSSB candidates 

will be celebrated;

☐ Identify the resources, tasks, and staff necessary for 

this celebration;

☐ Test their knowledge of the criteria to earn the NYSSB to determine if 

students in various scenarios have qualified for this award;

☐ Explain what the Biliteracy Pathway Award is, in which grade levels 

schools can offer it, and give examples of tasks students can complete to 

qualify for this award; and

☐ Give feedback on their participation in this module program and how it 

might be improved upon in the future.



REVIEW MODULE 6 ACTION ITEMS

Did your SBC accomplish the following:

 Develop a draft of your certificate;

 Identify the staff member who puts the notation on the graduation 
program; 

 Identify the staff member who puts the notation on the student 
transcripts; 

 Identify the staff member who is responsible for reporting graduation 
measures, including the Seal, to the State over the summer; and

 Identify when and where you will celebrate NYSSB candidates?



CELEBRATING NYSSB CANDIDATES

Share your plans to celebrate the 

students who will earn the NYSSB:

▪ Events & Stakeholders;

▪ Publicity & Media; and

▪ Awards & Regalia.



TIMELINE

5



END-OF-YEAR DATA FORM 

CHALLENGE!

This activity is designed to test your knowledge of the 

requirements for the NYSSB and provide practice with the End-of-

Year Data Form.  You will be presented with a variety of scenarios 

and are asked to determine if each student has met the 

requirements to earn the NYSSB. 

[Presenter should do the following prior to this module: 

1. Print out answer key; and

2. Print out challenge handout for participants.

3. Ensure participants have a device and the Challenge Spreadsheet 

(Excel) to work on.]
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1. Take out your laptop/device.

2. Work individually or with a partner.

3. As you read each of the scenarios given on the handout, fill 

out the Challenge spreadsheet on Excel to determine if each 

student earned the NYSSB.

4. For each student that didn’t earn the NYSSB, indicate WHY

on the handout and be ready to justify your answers!

END-OF-YEAR DATA FORM 

CHALLENGE!



BILITERACY PATHWAY AWARDS

The Biliteracy Pathway Award is a separate recognition for 

younger students (Pre-K through 11th graders) to encourage 

them to continue the study of English and one or more 

World Languages.  This award:

1. Is not regulated (there is no reporting to the State);

2. Is given at the school’s discretion at any point in a 

student’s academic career up to and including 11th grade; 

3. Is based on criteria that is solely determined by the 

individual school; and

4. Can be used to recognize students for their achievement, 

effort, and/or interest in improving their skills in English 

and another World Language.

Photos courtesy of Eugenio Maria de Hostos Charter School.

http://www.emhcharter.org/


BILITERACY PATHWAY AWARDS

Examples of some student tasks to earn a Biliteracy 

Pathway award could include:

▪ 2nd grade:  students sing a song in the target 

language at a “moving up ceremony”;

▪ 5th grade:  students select (and display) their best 

work in one or more modes from English and a 

World Language course;

▪ 8th grade:  students write an essay in English on 

the importance of being bilingual and give some 

type of oral performance (recitation, skit) in the 

target language. 

Photo courtesy of Eugenio Maria de Hostos Charter School.

http://www.emhcharter.org/


BILITERACY PATHWAY AWARDS

Examples of ways in which schools could 

celebrate students earning a Biliteracy 

Pathway Award might include:

▪ A paper plate award;

▪ A certificate; and/or

▪ A ribbon.

Ribbon image courtesy of East Irondequoit CSD. 

https://www.eastiron.org/


Reflection Activity (Padlet):

▪ What might you do differently next year regarding:

▪ Tasks;

▪ Timeframe;

▪ Deliverables;

▪ Frequency of meetings; and

▪ Monitoring student progress?

▪ What feedback do you have for us to improve these modules?

▪ What advice would you give to a school thinking about starting a Seal program?

FEEDBACK ON THE 1ST PLANNING YEAR

https://padlet.com/ss

weet2/sealmodule6

https://padlet.com/ssweet2/sealmodule6


REVISITING MODULE 7 OBJECTIVES

Participants will be able to:

✓ Share how, when and where the NYSSB 

candidates will be celebrated;

✓ Identify the resources, tasks and staff necessary 

for this celebration;

✓ Put their knowledge of the criteria to earn the NYSSB to determine if 

students in various scenarios have qualified for the award;

✓ Explain what the Biliteracy Pathway Award is, in which grade levels 

schools can offer it, and give examples of tasks students can complete to 

qualify for this award; and

✓ Give feedback on their participation in this NYSSB collaborative and 

how it might be improved upon in the future.



QUESTIONS?

Please share any additional questions you may have.  

Further questions can be emailed to candace.black@nysed.gov 

or your local RBERN representative.



Please contact Candace Black at candace.black@nysed.gov or via phone at (518) 473-7505 with 

any questions on the NYSSB.  New York City Department of Education schools should contact 

the Division of Multilingual Learners at dml@schools.nyc.gov.

The OBEWL New York State Seal of Biliteracy website

Regional Bilingual Education Resource Network (RBERNs):

o NYS Language RBERN (Statewide)

o Capital District RBERN at Questar III BOCES

o Hudson Valley RBERN at SW BOCES

o Long Island RBERN at Eastern Suffolk BOCES

o Mid-State RBERN at OCM BOCES

o Mid-West RBERN at Monroe 2 - Orleans BOCES

o NYC RBERN at Fordham University

o RBERN West at Erie I BOCES

FOR MORE INFORMATION

mailto:candace.black@nysed.gov
mailto:dml@schools.nyc.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/regional-supportrberns
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern
http://rbern.org/
http://www.hudsonvalleyrbern.org/
http://www.esboces.org/Page/505
http://rbern.ocmboces.org/
http://www.monroe2boces.org/rbern
http://www.fordham.edu/info/21065/nysnyc_regional_bilingual_education_resource_network
https://www.rbernwest.e1b.org/en/index.aspx
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Paschalia Parpounas, Long Island RBERN
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Lourdes Roa, Mid-West RBERN
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Sandy Strock, Capital RBERN

Jessa Waterhouse, Capital RBERN

Ron Woo, NYC Language RBERN @ NYU


