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THE NEW  YORK STATE SEAL OF BILITERACY 
(NYSSB) GUIDANCE TOOLKIT

Module 4:  Monitoring Student Progress

Candace Black (NYSED-OBEWL), Maria Fenton (Mid-State RBERN), 
and Shawnna Sweet (Mid-West RBERN)



MODULE 4 OBJECTIVES

Participants will be able to:

❑ Share two ways to monitor student 
progress;

❑ Describe the role of the advisor; 

❑ Understand how to use a rubric to 
evaluate Culminating Project 
Presentations for Intermediate High 
proficiency level; and

❑ Generate questions for use at future 
Culminating Project Presentations.



REVIEW MODULE 3 ACTION ITEMS

Did your SBC accomplish the following:
 Decide how to include NYSSB language in the Program of 

Studies;
 Draft the promotion plan and any associated materials (parent 

letters, etc…);
 Prepare a draft of the Student Application (reviewed by the 

SBC); and
 Prepare a draft of the Culminating Project Rubric (reviewed by 

the SBC)?



TIMELINE



WARM UP

Create a metaphor about 
the School Notification 
Form process:

“It was like (a) _______
because ______.”



PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS

 Share with a partner one promotional material 
created or used by your school;

 Choose one to share with the whole group.



Draft of your Student Application

Draft of your Culminating Project Rubric

Reviewing the Module 3 Homework Assignment

GALLERY WALK



SUPPORTING STUDENTS

Seal of Biliteracy 
Coordinator

CandidateAdvisor

Resources:
• Sample NYSSB Role Checklist (Advisor, Student, Counselor)
• Using the NYSSB data form to track student progress

https://drive.google.com/open?id=12a13Wv0Ush8rTVkn-AUxW9WDfcfdLqRh
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/nyssb-end-year-data-form-2019-20


SUPPORTING STUDENTS
Things to consider for meetings between advisory and 
student:
• Duration
• Frequency  
• Location
• Format

Resources:
• Sample Advisor Meeting Log (1) - Excel
• Sample Advisor-Candidate Log (2) - PDF

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CcLwqoFl1evx6_dyLhbteh1Lwn01KpmN
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-8nHd1_VXmHq91zynxw3HmFeYRLaZrao


ADVISOR MEETING LOG

• It is recommended that advisors log in the date of each meeting along with brief summary notes of 
what was discussed.  At the end of each meeting, students and advisors should agree upon the 
goals for the next meeting.  

• The advisor can make such a log available (such as on a shared network drive) for the Seal of 
Biliteracy Coordinator to monitor and ensure the student remains on track.



Schools may develop their 
own rubrics, use one 
developed by a 
consortium of schools, or 
use the suggested OBEWL 
rubric, so long as it is 
aligned to the ACTFL 
Intermediate High level of
proficiency.

CULMINATING PROJECT RUBRIC



STEP 1 - Analyze the rubric (suggested rubric or your own). 

STEP 2 – Develop some initial questions for the panel members 
to ask the student following the presentation.

PREPARING STUDENTS 
FOR PRESENTATIONS

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lIoSRmvYUzcMiXRKxuJqNOoRrxFjYPoN


MODEL STUDENT PRESENTATION

Exemplar:
 How Shall We Overcome? Play in Swahili
 How Shall We Overcome? English 

Translation
Video courtesy of Buffalo Public Schools.

Msaada J. Nankumba from Lafayette High School in Buffalo, NY is interviewed 
by a panel about his Culminating Project, a play written in Swahili entitled "How 
Shall We Overcome?”
 Where does the student fall on the rubric?
 What questions did you hear?
 What questions might you add?

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cOHIdoh1_mb3r10YlkKFE4FoEx8Diu2x
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAQarwjZ1xOP9hoAW_IdtJhs_SBCwoWc/view?usp=sharing
https://www.buffaloschools.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1i799VgZpE&feature=youtu.be


REVISITING MODULE 4 OBJECTIVES

Participants will be able to:

✔ Share two ways to monitor student 
progress;

✔Understand how to use a rubric to 
assess panel presentations; and

✔Generate questions for students at 
panel presentations.



Before the next Module meeting, please do 
the following:

 Bring a draft of your culminating project 
rubric; and

 Identify whom you will invite to serve on 
the Interview Panel(s).

ACTION ITEMS

Photo courtesy of Greece CSD.

https://www.greececsd.org/
https://www.greececsd.org/


QUESTIONS?
Please share any additional questions you may have.  

Further questions can be emailed to candace.black@nysed.gov
or your local RBERN representative.

mailto:candace.black@nysed.gov


Please contact Candace Black at candace.black@nysed.gov or via phone at (518) 473-7505 with 
any questions on the NYSSB.  New York City Department of Education schools should contact 
the Division of Multilingual Learners at dml@schools.nyc.gov.

The OBEWL New York State Seal of Biliteracy website

Regional Bilingual Education Resource Network (RBERNs):
o NYS Language RBERN (Statewide)
o Capital District RBERN at Questar III BOCES
o Hudson Valley RBERN at SW BOCES
o Long Island RBERN at Eastern Suffolk BOCES
o Mid-State RBERN at OCM BOCES
o Mid-West RBERN at Monroe 2 - Orleans BOCES
o NYC RBERN at Fordham University
o RBERN West at Erie I BOCES

FOR MORE INFORMATION

mailto:candace.black@nysed.gov
mailto:dml@schools.nyc.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/regional-supportrberns
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern
http://rbern.org/
http://www.hudsonvalleyrbern.org/
http://www.esboces.org/Page/505
http://rbern.ocmboces.org/
http://www.monroe2boces.org/rbern
http://www.fordham.edu/info/21065/nysnyc_regional_bilingual_education_resource_network
https://www.rbernwest.e1b.org/en/index.aspx
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