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MODULE 3 OBJECTIVES

Participants will be able to:

❑ State two ways to promote the NYSSB program with 
students and families;

❑ Describe the role of the advisor; and

❑ Understand the criteria of the Culminating Project and 
Presentation, including:

 Develop a description of your school’s project;

 Review a sample rubric and begin to develop a 
rubric for your own school; and

 Plan the logistics of the panel presentation.



REVIEW MODULE 2 ACTION ITEMS

Did your SBC accomplish the following:
 Schedule the Board of Education presentation (share date, 

and time) and develop a presentation for the event;

 Plan for faculty outreach (date, time of meeting and any 
resources catered for your school);

 Finalize the implementation plan (review final copy of plan 
vetted by your SBC); and

 Finalize the School Notification Form?



WARM UP

 Look over the following 
emojis.

 What # emoji best 
describes how you are 
feeling about the NYSSB 
implementation process 
and why?



Share how you have planned to promote the NYSSB 
within your school community:

Board of Education 
presentation update;
Plan for faculty outreach;
Finalized implementation 
plan; and
School Notification form.

THE PLANNING STAGE



TIMELINE

Module 3 occurs 
between the 
Planning 
Implementation 
stages.



Tips &Tools:

• Advertise in the school building

• Create an informational video     
(Example from Webster CSD)

• Host student interest meetings

• Present to ELA, ESOL, and World 
Languages classes

• Administer Student Self Assessments 
(Example from South Jefferson CSD)

Photos courtesy of James Monroe High School, Rochester City School District

PROMOTING THE NYSSB

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sc3h1cxN3pgs0II_tTTBBSL-LEig7GEo/view?ts=5d5db463
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TdbVGrR8xj34OEQpf9xaAoB148fCCMX_
https://www.rcsdk12.org/monroe


Tips &Tools:

• Determine eligibility and invite 
potential candidates to apply.

• Send letters or emails home.                               
(Example: Parent Letters in 7 
Languages)

• Present at a Parent-Teacher 
Organization Meeting.

• Include in school newsletter or 
website.  

Photo from: Gates Chili CSD

PROMOTING THE NYSSB

Website courtesy of Gates-Chili CSD.

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zFUYeIYJijtxX3lpz9i2cTDLP_hpnIQJ
https://www.gateschili.org/Domain/8
https://www.gateschili.org/Domain/963


PROMOTING THE NYSSB
The opportunity for students to earn the NYSSB can be shared with all 
stakeholders, including students, parents and families, building level faculty and 
administrators, district level administrators, school board members, and 
community members. 

Resource:
NYS Seal of Biliteracy Flyer
Available in 13 Languages

Posters translated courtesy of the NYS Language RBERN at New York University.

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XKvcwWGvw9_yrnjyNjASL9tw4OehfHuq
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XKvcwWGvw9_yrnjyNjASL9tw4OehfHuq
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern


Your district may also wish to consider including the NYSSB in its 
formal Program of Studies/High School Course Offerings Guide to 
ensure that students and families know about this opportunity as 
early as possible.

Document courtesy of Gates-Chili CSD. Document courtesy of Greece CSD.

PROGRAM OF STUDIES

https://www.gateschili.org/Page/7107


LANGUAGE SKILLS IN HIGH DEMAND!

The American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages (ACTFL) and its Lead 
with Languages campaign, conducted a 
survey of 1,200 U.S. employers, and the 
resulting 2019 report, Making Languages 
Our Business: Addressing Foreign 
Language Demand Among U.S. Employers, 
indicates an urgent and growing demand 
for language skills in the workplace.

https://www.leadwithlanguages.org/wp-content/uploads/MakingLanguagesOurBusiness_FullReport.pdf


STUDENT APPLICATION 

 Schools/Districts create an application 
form for students to confirm their 
intention of attaining the Seal of 
Biliteracy. 
 The purpose of the application is to 

formalize the students’ commitment to 
the process and allow for tracking of 
candidates’ progress. 

Student Application courtesy of the NYSSB Mid-West Regional Collaborative.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=15WhwUzCd3rjrd2LkhYcIiqwNoWnmDoaU
http://www.monroe2boces.org/SealofBiliteracy.aspx


Consider including the following items:
 World Language spoken/studied
 ELA/ESOL Teacher name
 World Language Teacher name
 Language program information 

and/or years of study
 Affirmation of intent to earn the 

NYSSB
 Acknowledgement of responsibilities

STUDENT APPLICATION 

Student Application courtesy of the NYSSB Mid-West Regional Collaborative.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=15WhwUzCd3rjrd2LkhYcIiqwNoWnmDoaU
http://www.monroe2boces.org/SealofBiliteracy.aspx


Advisor’s Checklist courtesy of Gates-Chili CSD. 

All NYSSB candidates are assigned an 
advisor.  The advisor’s main role is to 
review and track student progress.  An 
advisor could be:
 A teacher;
 A school counselor;
 An administrator;
 A community member; or
 A school board member.

ADVISOR ROLE

https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.gateschili.org//cms/lib/NY02214396/Centricity/Domain/963/2019-2020+Handbook.pdf


RESOURCE:
Culminating Project Example For Native 
Language Speakers

Culminating Project for Native Language Speakers developed by Greece CSD.

Students may create a culminating project that 
showcases their skills, abilities and talents in the 
target language.  School and district SBCs have 
the flexibility to develop their own projects, 
such as:
 Research Projects
 Scholarly Essays
 Reflective Journals
 Portfolios of Artifacts

CULMINATING PROJECTS

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1O3ykILZBGJi-FKhww35I8R-HKGkjFU5l
https://www.greececsd.org/greececsd
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O3ykILZBGJi-FKhww35I8R-HKGkjFU5l/view


• Culminating Projects can be embedded in 
regular coursework.

• If students are doing culminating projects for 
both English and a World Language for 4 
points, they must be different projects 
(translations of a project into another 
language do not qualify for the NYSSB).

• To balance student and SBC workload, 
consider starting and/or completing the 
Home Language (L1) Culminating Project in 
junior year and the L2 Culminating Project in 
senior year.

CULMINATING PROJECTS

Culminating Project slide examples courtesy of 
Rochester Early College International High 
School, RCSD.

https://www.rcsdk12.org/echs


PANEL PRESENTATIONS

Presentation Examples:*

French Presentation Slides
French Presentation Video

Chinese Presentation Slides
Chinese Presentation Video

“Present a culminating project, scholarly 
essay, or portfolio that meets the criteria 
for speaking, listening, reading, and writing 
established by the district’s NYS SBC and 
that is aligned to the NYS Checkpoint C 
Learning Standards to a panel of reviewers 
with at least Intermediate High proficiency 
in the target language.”

Photo courtesy of Greece CSD.

*Culminating Project slide and video examples courtesy of Rochester Early 
College International High School, RCSD.

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Ddg2AlXF3dhv2u9cNEmR3hJSDDg0sY7k
https://ensemble.monroe2boces.org/Watch/NYSSBpresentationFrench
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1yEcjnA1Qud24AgOtIkCN_Mpas8RVWZ7s
https://ensemble.monroe2boces.org/Watch/NYSSBpresentationChinese
https://www.greececsd.org/greececsd
https://www.rcsdk12.org/echs


NYSED has set the target level of 
proficiency at Intermediate High based 
on the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) 
Proficiency Guidelines.

Resource: 
ACTFL Guidelines and Manuals

ACTFL PROFICIENCY LEVELS

https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2


INTERPERSONAL INTERPRETIVE PRESENTATIONAL
D

EF
IN

IT
IO

N
S

Direct oral communication 
(face-to-face or telephonic) 
between individuals who are in 
personal contact.

Direct written communication 
between individuals who come 
into personal contact.

Receptive communication 
of oral or written 
messages.
Mediated communication 
via print and non-print 
materials.

Listener, viewer, reader 
work with visual or 
recorded materials who 
creator is absent.

Productive communication 
using oral or written 
language

Spoken or written 
communication for people 
with whom there is no 
immediate personal 
contact or which takes 
place in a one-to-many 
mode

Author of visual or 
recorded material not 
known personally to 
listener or reader.

PA
TH

S Productive abilities:  speaking, 
writing

Receptive abilities:  listening, 
reading

Primarily receptive 
abilities:  listening, reading, 
viewing

Primarily productive 
abilities:  speaking, writing, 
showing



INTERMEDIATE HIGH LEVEL

Interpretive Listening and Reading
Students can usually follow the main message and 
story and actions or flow of events expressed in 
various time frames in conversations, discussions, and 
straightforward, and sometimes descriptive, paragraph-
length informational texts.



Interpersonal Speaking and Writing:

Students can:

 exchange information in conversations and some discussions on a variety of familiar 
and some concrete topics that the student has researched, using connected 
sentences that may combine to form paragraphs and asking a variety of questions, 
often across various time frames.

 interact with others to meet their needs in a variety of situations,  sometimes 
involving a complication, using connected sentences that may combine to form 
paragraphs and asking a variety of questions, often across various time frames.

 explain preferences, opinions, and emotions and provide advice on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics that they have researched, using connected 
sentences that may combine to form paragraphs and asking a variety of questions, 
often across various time frames.

INTERMEDIATE HIGH LEVEL



Presentational Speaking and Writing:
Students can:

 tell stories about school and community events and personal experiences, 
using a few short paragraphs, often across various time frames.

 state their viewpoint on familiar or researched topics and provide reasons 
to support it, using a few short paragraphs, often across various time frames.

 give detailed presentations on a variety of familiar topics and some concrete 
topics they have researched, using a few short paragraphs, often across 
various time frames.

INTERMEDIATE HIGH LEVEL



General Guidelines:

 Students are evaluated holistically on the 3 
modes of communication (interpretive, 
interpersonal, presentational). 

 Students are assessed by a panel of reviewers 
consisting of two or more adults who are 
qualified speakers of the language of the 
presentation. 

 If the presentation is given in a low-incidence 
language or if there is only one adult speaker 
of the language in a district, the panel may 
consist of fewer reviewers.  

Photo courtesy of East High School, RCSD.

EVALUATING PROJECTS

https://www.rcsdk12.org/east


 If schools design their own rubrics to evaluate the Culminating 
Project and Presentation, they must be submitted to OBEWL 
by December 1st of each year in which the NYSSB is offered.

 Rubrics for English must be aligned to the ELA standards and 
include the ACTFL Intermediate High proficiency level for all 
three modes of communication.

 Rubrics for World Languages must be aligned to the LOTE 
standards and include the ACTFL Intermediate High proficiency 
level for all three modes of communication.

RUBRICS



NYSED has designed a suggested rubric that may be 
used in full or in part by schools as they consider how 
to evaluate the Culminating Projects.  Schools are not 
required to use this rubric as they can create their 
own.

RUBRICS

Resource:  Suggested 
Rubric for the 

Culminating Project

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RSyRNuXIyV_8BPZKYX_8faVDOcSUZBhj


Take some time in your 
SBC to review the 
suggested rubric and 
others that may currently 
be in use in your school 
and begin to design your 
NYSSB rubric.

RUBRICS



Interviewer Questions for NYSSB candidates courtesy 
of East High School, RCSD.

 Following the student’s presentation of their 
culminating project, a panel of reviewers will 
interview the student in the target language to 
measure interpersonal and presentational 
skills (see examples of interview questions). 

 Schools may invite members of the 
community to serve on the panel, especially in 
the case of low-incidence languages. 

 The SBC may also consult with its Regional 
Bilingual Education Resource Network 
(RBERN) to find qualified panelists.

PANEL INTERVIEW LOGISTICS

https://www.rcsdk12.org/east
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/regional-supportrberns


Resource 
Guide to Community-based 
Organizations for Immigrants

Regional Support/RBERNS

http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-
ed/regional-supportrberns

http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/news/guide-
community-based-organizations-immigrants

IDENTIFYING PANELISTS

http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/regional-supportrberns
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/news/guide-community-based-organizations-immigrants


 Student & panelists introduce themselves.

 Lead panelist reviews format of presentation and interview and 
explains once the presentation has started, only the target language 
will be used.

 Student presents their Culminating Project in the target language (to 
assess presentational speaking skills).

 Panelists engage student in conversation in the target language by 
asking spontaneous questions (to assess interpersonal speaking and 
listening skills).

 Student leaves and panelist evaluate student performance.

FORMAT OF PRESENTATIONS



REVISITING MODULE 3 OBJECTIVES

Participants will be able to:

✔State two ways to promote the NYSSB to students 
and families;

✔Describe the role of the advisor; and

✔Understand the criteria of the Culminating Project 
and Presentation.

✔Develop a description of your school’s project;

✔ Review a sample rubric and begin to develop a rubric 
for your own school; and

✔ Plan the logistics of the panel presentation.



QUESTIONS?

Please share any additional questions you may have.  

Further questions can be emailed to candace.black@nysed.gov
or your local RBERN representative.

mailto:candace.black@nysed.gov


Before the next Module meeting, please do the following:
 Bring your school’s Program of Studies and how you will incorporate 

the NYSSB next year.
 Bring your promotion plan and any associated materials (e.g., parent 

letters).
 Bring a good draft of your NYSSB Student Application (reviewed by 

your SBC).
 Bring a good draft of your Culminating Project Rubric (reviewed by 

your SBC).

ACTION ITEMS



Please contact Candace Black at candace.black@nysed.gov or via phone at (518) 473-7505 with 
any questions on the NYSSB.  New York City Department of Education schools should contact 
the Division of Multilingual Learners at dml@schools.nyc.gov.

The OBEWL New York State Seal of Biliteracy website

Regional Bilingual Education Resource Network (RBERNs):
o NYS Language RBERN (Statewide)
o Capital District RBERN at Questar III BOCES
o Hudson Valley RBERN at SW BOCES
o Long Island RBERN at Eastern Suffolk BOCES
o Mid-State RBERN at OCM BOCES
o Mid-West RBERN at Monroe 2 - Orleans BOCES
o NYC RBERN at Fordham University
o RBERN West at Erie I BOCES

FOR MORE INFORMATION

mailto:candace.black@nysed.gov
mailto:dml@schools.nyc.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/regional-supportrberns
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern
http://rbern.org/
http://www.hudsonvalleyrbern.org/
http://www.esboces.org/Page/505
http://rbern.ocmboces.org/
http://www.monroe2boces.org/rbern
http://www.fordham.edu/info/21065/nysnyc_regional_bilingual_education_resource_network
https://www.rbernwest.e1b.org/en/index.aspx
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