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Definition

“ are those 
created for some 

other than language 
learning…provided 

” 
(Zyzik & Polio, 2017, p. 1)



Definition

“… and communications 
produced members of a 

language and culture group 
members of the same language and 

culture group” 
(Shrum & Glisan, 2010, p. 85)



Why Authentic Resources?



Why Authentic Resources?

Potentially rich 
source of 

language in
use from a 
context that is 

cultural in nature.



What about Motivation?

• Authentic resources 
are motivating by 
nature.

• Selection of text and 
tasks is key!



“Make it a goal to become a 
collector of interesting texts 
of all sorts on the topics in 

your curriculum.”
S. Kane, 2003, p. 90



#AUTHRES
Where to 
Find 
Authentic 
Resources

http://zachary-jones.com/zambombazo/
http://zachary-jones.com/zambombazo/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/authres?lang=en
https://twitter.com/hashtag/authres?lang=en


https://passion4theprofession.com/2017/09/17/how-do-i-select-authentic-resources-for-my-language-classroom/
https://passion4theprofession.com/2017/09/17/how-do-i-select-authentic-resources-for-my-language-classroom/
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Foreign-Language/World-Languages-Model-Curriculum/World-Languages-Model-Curriculum-Framework/Instructional-Authentic-Resources
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Foreign-Language/World-Languages-Model-Curriculum/World-Languages-Model-Curriculum-Framework/Instructional-Authentic-Resources
http://senorasherrow.weebly.com/enlaces.html
http://senorasherrow.weebly.com/enlaces.html


“…not every resource is right for every level 
of a learner, and so some type of criteria is 

necessary for evaluating the quality and 
appropriateness of an authentic resource 

before employing it in instruction.”
A. Leonard, 2014

https://www.amylenord.net/blog/how-to-evaluate-an-authentic-resource

https://www.amylenord.net/blog/how-to-evaluate-an-authentic-resource


Considerations in Authentic Text Selection

Length
• Plan for 

• Plan to 
larger texts

Topic
• Judge if it is 

to 
the age and context

• Plan for appropriate 
level of content 

Linguistic 
Complexity

• Plan for (some) prior 



https://www.amylenord.net/blog/how-to-evaluate-an-authentic-resource
https://www.amylenord.net/blog/how-to-evaluate-an-authentic-resource


“Great authentic resources 
are hard to find, so you don’t 

want to squander them.”
R. Blouwolff, 2007, p. 42



pp. 13 - 15



“…there is scarcely a right or 
wrong text for a particular 
learning level, but 

” 



Selecting the Tasks – General Considerations

 Focus on meaning before form

 Attend to authentic language

 Vocabulary, structures, chunks of language

 Plan for students’ active engagement



Plan for Strategy Integration

 Activate / draw on background knowledge
 Skim for main idea
 Scan for details
 Guess meaning in context
 Use visual support



Examine the Can-Do Statements

https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/ncssfl-actfl-can-do-statements
https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/ncssfl-actfl-can-do-statements
https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/ncssfl-actfl-can-do-statements
https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/ncssfl-actfl-can-do-statements


Design Tasks for the Proficiency Level
 Guiding question(s)
 Binary questions (either-or, agree-disagree)
 Wh- questions
 Sequencing
 Fill-in partially-completed…
 Graphic organizer, paragraph, sentences

 Peer support
 Teacher scaffolding
 Sequencing of tasks, pauses, multiple passes…



“ might 
actually take place in the 
'space surrounding' the 

authentic resource.”  

https://kplacido.com/2013/02/19/5-tips-for-using-authres/

https://kplacido.com/2013/02/19/5-tips-for-using-authres/


The Selected Authentic Resource

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jy-LQ8ehbkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jy-LQ8ehbkI


Plan for the Surrounding Spaces
Be

fo
re

During

Af
te

r
During



Examine the Can-Do Statements



What pet was discussed?
What was the message?

What reasons were 
given?

Why does this matter in 
Costa Rica?  Does it 

matter in the U.S.? If so, 
why and to whom?

What is your opinion?

Do you have a pet?  If 
so, what kind?  Where 

did it come from? 
~~~

What other kinds of 
pets do you know of?  
Where do they come 

from? 

What pet is discussed?
What is the message?

What reasons are given?Before After

During

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jy-LQ8ehbkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jy-LQ8ehbkI


Impacts of Integrating All Modes
• Multiple, integrated tasks across modes 

of communication
• Meaning-making and production spaces 

surrounding the authentic resource
• Integrated language use and cultural 

investigation as the outcomes



“All texts are tinted with 
echoes and 

reverberations of other 
texts.”  



Expanding the Surrounding Spaces
Be

fo
re

During

Af
te

r

During

Be
fo

re

During

Af
te

r

During

Be
fo

re

During

Af
te

r

During



To Start…
Before Interpersonal • Partner, then whole group discussion about pets and 

where they come from
• Documentation of ideas on chart

During Interpretive • Identifying facts, message, and evidence in video

After Interpretive
Interpersonal

• Whole group discussion of facts, message, and evidence 
from video

• Add to documentation of ideas on chart
• Small group discussion of importance in Costa Rica and 

U.S.; opinion sharing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jy-LQ8ehbkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jy-LQ8ehbkI


And Then…

Before Interpersonal • Small group discussion of importance in Costa Rica and 
U.S.; opinion sharing

During Interpretive • Jigsaw readings about birds in danger of extinction in 
Costa Rica, Cuba, and Puerto Rico

After Interpretive
Interpersonal

• Expert group discussions of what was learned
• Mixed group discussions of what was learned
• Whole group discussion of conclusions from readings
• Add to documentation of ideas on chart



And Then…
Before Interpersonal • With partner, recall or revise personal opinion about 

the importance of the topic 
During Interpretive • Read Libertad until the end of page 7.

• Complete story map of setting and events while reading.
After Interpretive

Interpersonal
Presentational

• With partner share and discuss story map.
• With partner, brainstorm what you think will happen.
• With partner, write one-paragraph ending to the story.
• Whole class listens to endings and votes on which is 

most likely.
During Interpretive • With partner, read final pages of story.

• Compare your ending to actual ending.

After Interpersonal • Whole class identification of closest ending.
• Whole class discussion of how actual ending reflects 

cultural perspectives. 



How has your thinking grown 
and/or changed around the 

, , and 
authentic 

resources?
What is your next step?

What questions do you have?
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