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General Features of the Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Test

The Regulations of the Commissioner of Education provide that an intermediate-level science test
is to be administered in Grade 8 to serve as a basis for determining students’ need for academic
intervention services in science. The Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Test is designed to
measure the content and skills contained in the Intermediate-Level Science Core Curriculum,
Grades 5-8. The core curriculum is based on the New York State Learning Standards for
Mathematics, Science, and Technology.

The New York State Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Test consists of two required
components: a Written Test and a Performance Test. Students who are in attendance and who
respond to at least one item on both the Written Test and the Performance Test will receive a
valid score and a valid performance level. The Written Test consists of multiple-choice and open-
ended questions. Students will have two hours in which to complete the Written Test.
The Performance Test, Form A, consists of hands-on tasks set up at three stations. Students will
have 15 minutes to complete the tasks at each of the three stations, for an actual total testing
time of 45 minutes. All three stations of the Performance Test must be administered in one
continuous session. Teachers will need additional time for both the Written and Performance
Tests to set up, distribute, and collect test materials and to provide instructions to students.

The first section of this manual contains information of special interest to administrators.
Subsequent sections contain information on test preparations and other guidelines, along with
directions for administering and scoring the Written and Performance Tests.
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Information for School Administrators

General Information

All school personnel who will be involved in the administration and scoring of the Grade 8
Intermediate-Level Science Test should have a copy of and be familiar with the information in this
manual. The manual may be photocopied by the school, as needed. In addition, please check the
Office of State Assessment’'s (OSA’s) website (http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment) for
possible updates. Schools may submit questions concerning the administration of the Grade 8
Intermediate-Level Science Test via e-mail to OSA at emscassessinfo@nysed.gov.

Pursuant to Section 102.3 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education, “Building
principals are responsible for administering department examinations and maintaining the
integrity of examination content and programs, in accordance with directions and procedures
established by the commissioner.”

Test Forms

Written Test: The Written Test booklet has two parts and should be administered in one sitting.
Part | contains multiple-choice questions, and Part Il contains open-ended questions. Students
are allowed two hours of working time to complete the Written Test. In addition, the test
administrator will need approximately 15 minutes to give directions to students. Each year, the
Department will provide a new form of the Written Test. All schools must use an answer sheet
developed by a Regional Information Center (RIC) or large-city scanning center. Students must
use this answer sheet to record their responses to the multiple-choice questions. Students write
their answers to the questions in Part Il of the Written Test in the test booklet.

Performance Test, Form A: The Performance Test consists of tasks at three stations. These tasks
must be administered in one session. Each station requires 15 minutes of testing time, for a total
testing time of 45 minutes. Additional time is needed to provide instructions to students and for
students to move between stations. Allot at least one hour for administration of the Performance
Test. The Performance Test is hand scorable, only. Students write their answers to the questions
on the Performance Test in the test booklet.

Scanning of Machine-Scorable Answer Sheets

It is the school’s responsibility to make the necessary arrangements for scoring the test and
reporting data to the Student Information Repository System (SIRS). All schools, public, religious,
independent, and charter, must contract with a RIC or large-city scanning center for answer
sheets, scanning, and reporting services. The school must send answer sheets to the RIC/large-
city scanning center after the rating of the Written Test Part 1l and the Performance Test are
completed.

Some schools will have two separate answer sheets, one for the Performance Test and one for
the Written Test. If this is the case, both must be sent to the RIC/large-city scanning center if that
is part of their arrangement. Schools may not require students to record their responses for the
same multiple-choice questions on more than one answer sheet.

Reporting Test Results

Data for all schools must be reported through SIRS. For more information about reporting results,
school administrators should contact their local RIC or their large-city scanning center. Schools
must not send completed answer sheets to the Department.
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Administration Schedule

The Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Performance Test must be administered between
Tuesday, May 23, 2023, and Friday, June 2, 2023. The specific date (within that timeframe) when
the test is administered is a local decision. The Written Test must be administered on Monday,
June 5, 2023. Students who are absent for the Performance Test on the specific administration
date established by the school must be tested when they return to school, but no later than Friday,
June 2, 2023. Similarly, students who are absent for the Written Test on Monday, June 5, 2023,
must be tested when they return to school, but no later than Friday, June 9, 2023. Answer sheets
for all students must be submitted to the scanning center by Thursday, June 15, 2023.

Students to Be Tested

Except as noted below, all public and charter school students in Grades 3-8 must take all State
assessments administered for their grade level. This includes students who have been retained
in these grades. The birth dates of ungraded students with disabilities should be used to determine
who must be tested and which grade-level test they will take (see Appendix VII). Religious and
independent schools are also encouraged to participate and are to follow the same guidelines for
each grade-level test that they are administering. When determining which students will
participate in these tests, be sure to consider students who attend programs operated by the
Boards of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES), as well as any other programs located
outside of the district.

e Students with Disabilities: The Committee on Special Education (CSE) must decide for each
student, on a case-by-case basis, whether the student will participate in the general State
assessment or in the New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) for students with severe
disabilities. The CSE’s decision must be documented on the student’s Individualized
Education Program (IEP). The criteria that the CSE must use to determine eligibility for the
NYSAA are available on the Department’s website. The Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science
Test answer sheets for students participating in the NYSAA should be coded as eligible for
the Alternate Assessment.

o Medically Excused: A student may be medically excused from testing if documentation from
a medical practitioner is obtained and kept on file at the school, indicating that the student is
too incapacitated to test at the school, at home, or in a medical setting. When reporting
assessment data to the Department for a student who is medically excused, the principal must
report the student’s results with an Assessment Standard Achievement Code of “93” in SIRS.

All English Language Learners (ELLs) in Grade 8 must take the Grade 8 Intermediate-Level
Science Test. This test is available in Arabic, Bengali, Chinese (Simplified), Chinese (Traditional),
Haitian Creole, Korean, Russian, and Spanish. Information about administering these alternate
language editions is included on page 16 under “Test Materials.” The test can be translated orally
into other languages for those ELLs whose first language is one for which an alternate language
edition is not available from the Department. All translations of the 2023 Grade 8 Science Test
must be oral, direct translations of the English editions when there is no alternate language edition
provided by the Department. Written translations are not allowed. Schools are permitted to
provide ELLs with specific testing accommodations when taking State tests in order to ensure
valid and reliable test results (see pages 5-6).

The Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Test should be administered to students in the grade in
which they will have completed all of the material in the Intermediate-Level Science Core
Curriculum, Grades 5-8. While this grade is typically Grade 8, the test may also be administered
to students in Grade 7 who will have completed, by the end of this school year, all of the material
in the Intermediate-Level Science Core Curriculum, Grades 5-8 and are being considered for
placement in an accelerated high school level science course when they are in Grade 8. The
inclusion of Grade 7 students who meet these criteria is a local decision. Schools can use the
scores for these Grade 7 students to help determine whether students should be placed in
accelerated science courses. Students who take the Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Test in
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Grade 7 will not be permitted to take the test again in Grade 8. Therefore, caution is advised in
administering the test to Grade 7 students. If a Grade 7 student scores below the State-designated
level of performance, the student will be required to have academic intervention services the
following year.

Schools are required to administer this assessment to those Grade 8 students who did not take
this assessment last school year as Grade 7 students unless such students will be taking a
Regents Examination in science at the end of this school year. School principals have the
discretion to either require or waive the Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Test for those
accelerated Grade 8 students who did not take this test during the last school year but who will
be taking a Regents Examination in science at the end of this school year. For those accelerated
students for whom the principal waives the Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Test, the
student’s achievement in science will be measured by the student’s performance on the Regents
Examination in science.

Students who are repeating Grade 8 are required to take the test again.
Testing Accommodations
Students Who Incur Disabilities Shortly Before Test Administration

Principals may provide accommodations when testing general education students who incur an
injury (e.g., broken arm) or experience the onset of either a short- or long-term disability (either
cognitive or physical) within 30 days prior to test administration. Eligibility for such
accommodations is based on the principal's professional judgment. In making such a
determination, the principal may confer with CSE/504 Multi-Disciplinary Team members, the
school physician, or other school personnel. These accommodations must not significantly
change the constructs/skills being tested and are limited to the following:

* extending the time limit for a test

* administering the test in a special location

* recording the student’s answers in any manner

* reading the test to a student (only for a student whose vision is impaired)

Prior permission need not be obtained from the Department to authorize testing accommodations
for general education students. However, a full written report concerning each authorization must
be sent to OSA via fax to 518-474-1989 or by e-mail to emscassessinfo@nysed.gov. The report
must be on school letterhead, must be signed by the principal, and must include the following
information:

e the last four digits of the student's New York State Student Identification System
(NYSSIS) ID number

o the title of the test
e a brief description of the student’s injury or disability
e alisting of the accommodations that were authorized by the principal

If the student is expected to continue to need testing accommodations, the principal must
immediately make the appropriate referral for the consideration of an Individualized Education
Program (IEP) or a Section 504 Accommodation Plan (504 Plan).

Students with IEPs or 504 Plans

In general, students with disabilities must be provided with the testing accommodations specified
in their IEPs or 504 Plans when taking these tests. It is the principal’s responsibility to ensure that
students receive their testing accommodations and that those staff who will be providing them are
appropriately trained.
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More detailed information on testing accommodations for students with disabilities can be found
in the Office of Special Education’s Testing Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
Guidance Document (http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/test-accommodations-
guide-february-2018.html).

Use of Scribes or Audio Recording/Playback Devices and Large-Type or Braille Editions

The use of scribes and audio recording/playback devices are allowable accommodations for the
2023 Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Test. However, the Department encourages the use of
a word processor in place of a scribe or tape recorder. Most students have some experience with
computers, and word processing allows the student more control over their environment, fosters
independence, and is less labor-intensive than using a scribe. Note the following procedures
for scribing:

e The scribe must record word-for-word what the student dictates or records.
e  The scribe must use lined paper and must write on every other line.

e The student must read the complete dictation/transcription and indicate on the skipped
lines any further changes to be transcribed.

e The scribe must then transfer the student’s completed response into the test booklets
exactly as dictated or recorded and should attach the lined paper with the student’s
dictation to the back of the test booklet, preferably by stapling, to ensure against the
student’s response being lost.

For students who use large-type or braille editions of the test, or large-type answer sheets,
teachers should transcribe the students’ responses onto regular test answer sheets and test
booklets exactly as dictated or recorded.

Format Changes

Any format changes to be made by the school, such as the re-spacing of questions, enlargement
beyond the standard large-type edition provided, or colorization, must receive prior written
approval from the Department. Note that the reformatting of State tests may never change the
wording of questions, nor may additional examples be included.

In order for the Department to process requests for reformatting by the school, requests for
approval should be submitted to OSA at least two weeks before the first scheduled date of the
test administration. Requests should be on school letterhead signed by the school principal.
Requests may be faxed to 518-474-1989 or e-mailed to emscassessinfo@nysed.gov.
Department approvals will be provided by fax. However, regardless of approval, under no
circumstances may the shrink-wrapped packages of paper-based tests be opened prior to the
day that the test is to be administered in the school.

English Language Learners (ELLS)
Schools may provide the following testing accommodations to ELLSs:

e Time Extension: Schools may extend the test time for ELLs. Principals may use any
reasonable extensions, such as “time and a half’ (the required testing time plus one-half
of that amount of time), in accordance with their best judgment about the needs of the
ELLs. Principals should consult with each student’s classroom teacher in making these
determinations.

e Separate Location: Schools are encouraged to provide optimal testing environments and
facilities for all students. They may administer State tests to ELLs individually or in small
groups in a separate location.
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¢ Bilingual Dictionaries and Glossaries: ELLs may use bilingual dictionaries and glossaries
when taking this test. The bilingual dictionaries and glossaries may provide only direct
translations of words. Bilingual dictionaries or glossaries that provide definitions or
explanations of words, and electronic dictionaries or glossaries with Internet access, are
not permitted.

¢ Alternate Language Editions: ELLs may be provided with an alternate language edition
of the Grade 8 Science Test. Both the Written and Performance tests are available in
Arabic, Bengali, Chinese (Simplified), Chinese (Traditional), Haitian Creole, Korean,
Russian, and Spanish. In addition, ELLs may use an English and an alternate language
edition of this test simultaneously. However, they should be instructed to record all of
their responses in only one of the two editions. The alternate language edition used by
the student should be indicated on the student's answer sheet. Information about
administering these alternate language editions is included on page 16 under “Test
Materials.”

e Oral Translation for Lower-Incidence Languages: Schools may provide ELLs with oral
translations of this test when there is no alternate language edition provided by the
Department. All translations must be oral, direct translations of the English editions. Written
translations are not allowed. No clarifications or explanations can be provided. Translators
should receive copies of the English edition of the paper-based tests one hour prior to
administration. =~ The  Departments  Office  of  Bilingual  Education and
World Languages (518-474-8775) and the Regional Bilingual Education Resource
Networks (RBERNS) can assist schools in locating suitable translators. A list of RBERNs
can be found on the Department’s Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages
website (http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/regional-supportrberns).

e \Writing Responses in the Home Language: ELLs making use of alternate language
editions or of oral translations of this test may write their responses to the open-ended
guestions in their home language. Scoring the responses is the responsibility of the
school. However, the Department’s Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages
and the RBERNS can assist schools in locating persons who can translate the students’
responses into English to facilitate scoring of the tests.

Former English Language Learners

Schools may provide the testing accommodations available to ELLs to Former ELLs who met the
exiting criteria specified in Part 154-2 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education and
were exited from ELL status within the past two school years. Such students either achieved an
overall level of Commanding on the NYSESLAT or achieved an overall level of Expanding on the
NYSESLAT and scored at Level 3 or higher on the New York State Grades 3-8 ELA Tests during
that same school year.

These accommodations may not be provided to Former ELLs who achieved the exiting criteria
more than two school years ago. Additional guidance on the identification of Former ELLS is
available on the Department’s website (http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/schools/former-
english-language-learnermultilingual-learner-services).

Security of the Tests
Prior to Testing

Secure test materials will arrive about two to three school days before testing at the secure facility
designated by the principal via the online examination request system. Prior to these delivery
dates, the principal should make arrangements to be notified when the test materials arrive.
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Safeguarding Test Materials

The sealed packages of secure test materials must be stored in the safe or vault of the building
to which the tests will be shipped. As soon as practical after delivery, an inventory of the test
materials must be conducted. The sealed packages of secure test materials must be
placed back inside the secure location immediately after the inventory is completed. The school
principal must notify the Department by e-mail to emscassessinfo@nysed.gov if any of the
packages of secure test materials are not properly sealed when received. The sealed packages
of secure test materials must not be removed from the secure location, except for the inventory. The
sealed packages of secure test booklets may not be opened until the test administration date, and
then just early enough to permit the distribution of booklets prior to the scheduled starting time.

All Written Test booklets, both used and unused, and all used answer sheets must be held secure
from the date that the school receives its shipment of test materials until the time that the Rating
Guide (http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/grades-3-8-scoring-information) is posted on the
Department’s website with the password protection off. Once the Department-designated test
administration period has ended, the Written Test materials are no longer considered secure.

All Performance Test materials must be kept secure at all times except during the actual
administration and scoring of the Performance Test. All Performance Test materials except used
student test booklets and Performance Test Station Diagrams are to be returned to the
Department.

To minimize the number of testing irregularities, principals should conduct a review of the test
administration procedures prior to each test administration with all faculty and staff who will be
involved in the test administration and scoring. In addition, to preserve the integrity of the test
materials, advise all teachers administering and scoring this test that they are not to discuss test
guestions or other specific test content online, via e-mail or LISTSERYV, or through any other
electronic means prior to or during the test administration period or until one week after the
conclusion of the examination period. Teachers and test administrators may not use cell phones
or other photographic devices to capture, reproduce, or duplicate test materials and should keep
their own communications devices put away during testing, using them only in emergency
situations. Please note that shrink-wrapped packages of test booklets cannot be opened prior to
the distribution of tests to students.

Test Certificates

The Test Storage Certificate, the Deputy and Proctor Certificate, and the Test Scoring Certificate
must be completed and signed by all of the appropriate parties following the administration and
scoring of the Performance Test and again following the administration and scoring of the Written
Test. Both sets of signed certificates must be retained in the school’s files for one year. Copies of
these certificates can be found in Appendix VI. The Test Scoring Certificate may be copied and
must be completed for each test administered. All scorers for each test and the principal are
required to sign this form in order to indicate compliance with all scoring procedures as outlined
in the Scoring Key and Rating Guide.
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Emergency Supply of Test Materials

All shipments of secure test materials should be inventoried immediately after delivery and before
being placed in secure storage. After taking inventory:

1. If you determine that any items listed on your shipping notice are missing from your shipment,
circle the item(s) and quantity that are missing on the notice, and fax the corrected shipping notice
to the Department’s Operations Group at 518-474-2021. No cover sheet is necessary. The
missing item(s) will be sent to your school’s storage site.

2. If the school requires items that were not originally requested, or items necessary to
accommodate students of whose needs the school was not previously aware, please contact the
Department’'s Operations Group via e-mail to examrequest@nysed.gov for assistance. The
Operations Group will determine whether the regional center has the materials necessary to
satisfy the additional request. After contacting the Operations Group, the school should contact
the official in charge of the regional center in order to arrange pickup of test materials on the day
of test administration.

e The official school representative picking up secure test materials must present to the
regional center official a photo ID and 