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Today’s deck at-a-glance

1. Introduction & IB Programs in New 
York

2. The big picture: what is assessment in 
the IB

3. Design: Principles, tools, and process

4. In- depth: performance-based 
assessment in the IB

5. Relationship to New York State
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Introduction & IB Programs in New York (David) 



The IB continuum of international education
IB mission statement

PYP MYP

Programme standards and 
practices

IB learner profile

PYP MYP DP CP

1997 1994 1968 2012



What is an IB Education?  
• International mindedness (& 

multilingualism)
• The Learner Profile
• Broad, balanced, conceptual and 

connected
• Approaches to Teaching and Learning

• based on inquiry
• focused on conceptual 

understanding 
• developed in local and global 

contexts 
• focused on effective teamwork and 

collaboration 
• designed to remove barriers to 

learning
• informed by assessment
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IB World Schools are authorized and engage in moderated 
continuous development utilizing the IB Programme 
Standards and Practices (PSP)

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2023

Examples of the PSP from the Learning domain

Standard: Approaches to assessment
Learning, teaching, and assessment effectively inform and influence 
one another.
Practices:
Approaches to assessment 1: Students and teachers use feedback 
to improve learning, teaching and assessment. 
Approaches to assessment 1.2: The school uses specific and constructive school-based 
reporting to provide students and teachers with information that can be used to 
improve learning, teaching and assessment.
Approaches to assessment 2: The school uses assessment methods 
that are varied and fit-for-purpose for the curriculum and stated 
learning outcomes and objectives
Approaches to assessment 2.1: Teachers use a variety of assessment methods that are 
connected to stated learning objectives and outcomes.

DP 2: The school records and submits IB-validated assessments for the 
components of the DP core in accordance with programme documentation.

https://ibo.org/professional-development/free-learning/cross-programme-pd-resources/psp-learning-resources/


Lee F. Jackson Elementary School (Hempstead)
David Paterson School (Hempstead)
Joseph A. McNeil School (Hempstead)
Walton Avenue School - PS 294 (NYC)
Dina Link Elementary School (Clarkstown)
Our World Neighborhood Charter School*
Barack Obama Elementary School (Hempstead)
Clayton Huey Elementary School (Centre Moriches)
Prospect School (Hempstead)
Jackson Main School(Hempstead)
Rhodes Academy for the Humanities and the Arts 
(Hempstead)

Cultural Arts Academy Charter School*
P.S. 316 Elijah G. Stroud Elementary School (NYC)
Bloomfield Elementary School
Joseph C. Wilson Foundation Academy (Rochester)
QUEST Elementary School (Hilton)
Palmyra-Macedon Primary School
Young Diplomats Magnet Academy (NYC)
Horizons-on-the-Hudson Magnet School (Newburg)
Stanley Makowski Early Childhood Center (Buffalo)
Global Community Charter School*
Highview School (Greenburgh)
Richard J. Bailey Elementary School (Greenburg)

New York State Public Schools with PYP  
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Harrison High School
Woodlands Middle School (Greenburgh)
School for Global Leaders (NYC)
Our World Neighborhood Charter School*
Mott Hall Science and Technology Academy (NYC)
Center Moriches Middle School
Alverta B. Gray Schultz Middle School (Hempstead)

Partner schools:
Louis M. Klein Middle School (Harrison)
Merton Williams Middle School (Hilton)
Dobbs Ferry Middle School
Palmyra-Macedon Middle School
Corning-Painted Post Middle School
Village Elementary School (Hilton grade 6)
Northwood Elementary School (Hilton grade 6)

JT Roberts (Syracuse)
Somers Middle School
Clary Middle School (Syracuse)
South Side Middle School (Rockville Centre)
Pelham Middle School
Boerum Hill School for International Studies (NYC)
Long Beach Middle School
Chestnut Ridge Middle School (East Ramapo)
Joseph C. Wilson Foundation Academy (Rochester)
Thomas J Corcoran High School (Syracuse)
Corning-Painted Post High School
Palmyra-Macedon High School
Hilton High School
City Honors School (Buffalo)
Jordan-Elbridge Middle School
Dobbs Ferry High School
Commack Middle School

New York State Public Schools with MYP  
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Knowledge and Power Preparatory Academy (KAPPA) International(NYC)
Locust Valley High School
Long Beach High School
Massena Central High School
Mott Hall Bronx High School (NYC)
Mount Vernon High School
North Shore High School
Northport High School
Palmyra-Macedon High School
Pierson High School (Sag Harbor)
Port Chester High School
Putnam Valley High School
Queensbury High School
Red Hook Central High School
Schenectady High School
Somers High School
South Side High School
The Brooklyn Latin School (NYC)
The Clinton School (NYC)
The High School for Enterprise, Business, and Technology (NYC)
Thomas J Corcoran High School (Syracuse)
Vestal High School
West Islip High School
Wilson Magnet High School (Rochester)
Woodlands High School (Greenburgh)
Yonkers Middle/High School

Albany High School
Baccalaureate School for Global Education (NYC)
Ballston Spa High School
Bay Shore High School
BELA Charter School*
Binghamton High School, IB World School
Bloomfield High School
Boerum Hill School for International Studies (NYC)
Bronx Early College Academy (NYC)
Brooklyn Prospect Charter School*
Canandaigua Academy
Center Moriches High School
Churchville-Chili Senior High School
City Honors School (Buffalo)
Clarkstown High School North
Clarkstown Senior High School South
Commack High School
Corning-Painted Post High School
Curtis High School (NYC)
Cypress Hills Collegiate Preparatory High School (NYC)
Dobbs Ferry High School
Eastridge High School
Greenville Central School
Harlem Village Academies High
Harrison High School
Hauppauge High School
Hilton High School
James A. Beneway High School (Wayne)
John Adams High School (NYC)
Kenmore West High School
Khalil Gibran International Academy ((NYC)

New York State Public Schools with DP  
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Binghamton High School, IB World School
Thomas J Corcoran High School (Syracuse)
Curtis High School (NYC)
Commack High School
Bronx Early College Academy (NYC)
Eastridge High School

New York State Public Schools with CP  
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British International School of New York   New York City PYP
Brooklyn Friends School     New York City DP
Buffalo Academy of the Sacred Heart   Buffalo  DP
Dwight Global       On-line  DP
Dwight School       New York City DP, MYP, PYP
EF Academy       Thornwood  DP
French-American School of New York   Mamaroneck DP
International School of Brooklyn    New York City PYP, MYP
La Scuola d'Italia Guglielmo Marconi   New York City DP
Léman Manhattan Preparatory School   New York City DP
Lyceum Kennedy - French American School  New York City DP
Pine Street School      New York City PYP
Portledge School       Locust Valley DP
Saint Edmund Preparatory High School   New York City DP
United Nations International School   New York City DP

New York State Private Schools with IB  
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The big picture: 
Understanding assessment in the IB



Assessment has many meanings
What is “assessment”?

“Assessment” refers to the different ways in 
which student achievement can be gathered 
and evaluated. 

Common types of assessments include tests, 
examinations, practical work, projects, 
portfolios and oral work. Sometimes, 
assessments are carried out over a prolonged 
period, and at other times they take place over 
a few hours.

Assessments can be judged by a student’s 
teacher, while other times they may evaluated 
by someone external to a school or classroom.

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2023



How the IB understands assessment
In the IB, assessment is crucial in 
promoting and evidencing  
learning for all students. 

We believe that students benefit 
from a holistic assessment 
experience throughout their 
education. Assessment should 
enhance student self-efficacy and 
agency. 

Here are some essential ways we 
understand assessment in the IB:

Connected to learning
• Our approach emphasises assessment for, of, and as learning
• “Learning, teaching and assessment should effectively inform and 

support one another.”
Formative and summative
• For all programmes, the IB provides guidance, resources, and training 

for formative assessment
• For three programmes (MYP, DP, and CP), we also design for 

summative assessment
Rooted in IB values and approaches
• Embodies IB values captured by our mission and learner profile
• Assessment is rooted in essential skills and knowledge as defined by 

our Approaches to Teaching and Learning
Criterion-related and standards-based
• Assessment is criterion-related, not norm-referenced. 
• Assessment uses established standards co-developed with educators.
Using internal and external assessment
• External and internal assessments are used in the IB. IB-trained  

examiners mark work produced for external assessment, while work 
produced for internal assessment is marked by teachers and 
externally moderated by the IB.



Connected to learning

Assessment as part of learning, not 
separate from it.

We design assessment to be 
integrated and embedded throughout 
curriculum and instruction.

We believe that assessment is an 
especially powerful way to develop 
agency and assessment-capable IB 
learners and teachers.

• Our approach emphasises assessment for, of, and as learning.
• “Learning, teaching and assessment should effectively inform and support one another.”



Formative and summative
• For all programmes, the IB provides guidance, resources, and training for formative assessment
• For three programmes (MYP, DP, and CP), we also design for summative assessment

There are two types of assessment 
identified and used by the IB.

Formative assessment
To inform teaching and learning and 
centered on providing effective feedback in 
order to help develop students’ 
understanding and capabilities. 

Summative assessment
Provides an overview of previous learning 
and is concerned with measuring student 
achievement.



Rooted in IB values and approaches
• Embodies IB values captured by our mission and learner profile
• Assessment addresses essential skills and knowledge as defined by 

our Approaches to Teaching and Learning

A shared set of values and approaches help ensure 
that assessment in the IB is:

Values-rich
Assessment supports the overall IB mission to make the world a 
better, more just and peaceful place 

Holistic
Assessment addresses the whole student including the broad and 
balanced skills and attributes outlined in our learner profile.

Moves beyond recall (and toward transfer)
Assessment moves beyond knowledge recall, reflecting ways in which  
students may use knowledge and skills in the real world.



Criterion-related and standards-based
• Assessment is criterion-related, not norm-referenced. 
• Assessment uses established standards co-developed with educators

Assessment evaluates what a student 
knows and can do

We evaluate students’ work in relation to 
identified levels of attainment, or 
standards, and not in relation to the work 
of other students.

Standards are co-developed with 
educators, examiners, and IB staff and are 
shared with educators and schools.

Standards help us ensure fairness and 
reliability from year to year.



Using internal and external assessment
• External and internal assessments are used in the IB. 
• IB-trained examiners mark work produced for external assessment, while work produced 

for internal assessment is marked by teachers and externally moderated by the IB.

The IB uses a range of types and 
modalities for both internal and external 
assessment.

From stimulus-based and conceptually-
oriented exams to multimodal presentations 
and collaborative inquiries, assessment in the 
IB is highly varied by design.

This range reflects the diversity of the 
knowledge, skills, and abilities that students 
develop throughout their learning 
experience. 
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How we design: 
Principles, tools, and process (Eleonore)



How we design: continuous improvement + innovation

Continuous improvement
Continuous collaborative design 
and improvement of specific 
subjects and components across 
each of our programmes:

• Recent and forthcoming 
updates bring conceptual 
understanding, inquiry, 
inter/transdisciplinary 
perspectives and multimodal 
approaches to evidencing and 
assessment closer to center of 
the student and educator 
experience

Cross-programme and 
programme-level innovation
More macro-level innovation of IB’s 
educational offer for young people 
ages 3-19 with a focus on: 

• Inquiry frameworks and skills 
progression for Primary Years 
Programme

• Comprehensive enhancements to 
our Middle Years Programme

• Re-imagining upper secondary 
pathways to prepare students for 
university, the future of work and 
the world in the DP/CP/16+ 
space



How we design: collaborative and user-centred

IB’s curriculum and assessment aims to develop 
internationally minded people who recognize their 
common humanity and shared guardianship of the 
planet. 

We do this through a unique process of collaborative 
design that brings together different stakeholders, 
including teachers, school leaders, alum, experts, 
examiners and others.

Each programme-oriented innovation and individual 
subject review draws on insights and expertise across the 
IB ecosystem to ensure that our curriculum and assessment 
are informed by research and practice anchored in the 
practical realities of the contemporary classroom.



How we design: research-rich and evidenced-based
The IB is committed to a research-rich and evidenced-based 
approach to improvement and innovation.

Research is central in the development, quality assurance and 
assessment of IB programmes. We conduct our own research as well 
as liaise with leading global research institutions.

Outcomes research  
• Insights into the efficacy of IB programmes and exploring the 

implementation of programmes within specific country contexts.

Curriculum research
• Supporting the design of curriculum and pedagogy.

Assessment research
• Investigating trends and supporting the design of innovative, 

valid and fair assessment.

Policy research
• Focused on evidence-based education policy and innovative 

practices from around the world. 

In practice: well-being and education

Working alongside the Jacobs 
Foundation, the IB is currently involved in 
a multi-phase research project to explore, 
study and measure student wellbeing in 
primary through secondary schools 
internationally.



How we design: universal design + the validity chain
A powerful tool that helps us work toward 
universal design: the validity chain

Designing a valid assessment involves considering 
several interconnected aspects. 

Assessment focuses on five elements: reliability, 
construct relevance, manageability, fairness and 
comparability.

We place the highest emphasis on creating 
programmes, courses and assessments that are 
construct relevant.

For assessments, this means a focus on providing 
meaningful tasks that test the higher-order thinking 
skills rather than tasks that are easy to mark reliably.



How we design: universal 
design + the validity chain



How we design: multiple timelines
As a complex ecosystem, we work across multiple timelines. 

This helps us ensure we are delivering high-quality assessments and 
learning experiences each year – even as we are improving and innovating 
on a longer-term basis. Some example timelines include:

Assessment development and delivery
• Developing, delivering, and marking hundreds of thousands of 

assessments for thousands of schools in dozens of languages and 160 
countries. This happens each year at two defined times (May and 
November).

Curriculum design and improvements
• Refining and improving subjects and components alongside updated 

professional development resources and assessment samples. This is 
ongoing with each subject/component review lasting 4-7 years each.

Programme-level innovation
• Innovating at the programme-level on a longer term / horizon basis. 

This can typically last 8-10 years.



How we design: future-focused

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Some horizon questions for the future of curriculum 
and assessment innovation:

On-screen assessments
• How is on-screen assessment changing the way we 

approach exam design, delivery, marking etc.?

Designing for digital assessments
• How digital assessment platforms help us to improve 

curriculum design and how we evaluate the kinds of 
higher-order knowledge and skills we value most

Role of new technologies
• How do we effectively integrate new/emerging 

technologies such as AI into our systems and design 
processes?

• What is the curricular and assessment impact?

https://bioethics.com/emergingtech
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Development and innovation in the 
International Baccalaureate

• Continuing a commitment to assessment as an 
integral and embedded aspect of teaching and 
learning.

• Improving and innovating diverse ways for 
students to demonstrate learning and 
performance against transparent, achievable, 
and meaningful standards.

• Working with educators and schools as co-
designers and collaborators to improve overall 
assessment practice..

• Commitment to modernizing educational 
assessment system aligning it more closely with 
the needs and expectations of contemporary 
learners and the broader society.

Performance-based Learning and Assessment 
Networks (PLAN) Program in New York

• Re-imagining assessment to promote high-
quality instructional opportunities, provide 
authentic measures of deeper learning, and better 
prepare students for college and the workplace.

• Exploring alternative ways for students to 
demonstrate mastery of subjects.

• Supporting schools as networks who resources 
and promising practice that emphasize project-
based learning and assessment tailored to 
students' individual performances.

• Commitment to modernizing educational 
assessment system aligning it more closely with 
the needs and expectations of contemporary 
learners and the broader society.

Making connections
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In depth:
Performance-based assessment across the IB (Angela)



A closer look at performance-based assessment

Performance-based assessment is 
central to internal and external 
summative assessment in the IB. 

PBA requires students to perform 
tasks or activities that more 
authentically mirror real-world 
application. 

For instance, students might be asked 
to solve complex problems, conduct 
investigations, or create projects. 

Here are essentials of PBA for the IB:

Demonstration of knowledge and skills
• A task requires the a range of skills and knowledge that  could include,  

critical thinking, creativity, problem-solving, collaboration, planning, 
inquiry.

Holistic understanding
• A task aims to assess students' holistic understanding of the subject 

matter, not just rote memorization.
Evaluation criteria
• A task’s evaluation is based on pre-defined criteria.
Feedback loops
• A task often incorporates feedback as a crucial element, enabling 

students to understand their performance and improve.
Multimodality
• A task take various forms including projects, presentations, essays, and 

portfolios, among others.
Interdisciplinary
• A task can often be interdisciplinary, requiring students to apply skills 

and knowledge across multiple subject areas.
Student-centred
• A task is often student-centered, allowing for creativity, choice, and a 

deeper exploration of the content.



Student-centred curriculum design translated into 
assessment design
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Choice Student

AgencyStudent

Context Student

“Education in the final analysis is really about the 
production of agency. Because all education is an 
introduction in some way to the future” H.Giroux*

“The IB develops inquiring, knowledgeable and 
caring young people who help to create a better 
and more peaceful world through education that 
builds intercultural understanding and respect.”



Philosophy: multimodality + deep knowledge  
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Core theme:  Being human



Digital society: multimodal + student centred
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Learning and teaching:

Students conduct extended inquiries to address challenge 
topics and interventions in digital society.

Step one

• Create an extended inquiry focus
• Global well-being; Governance and human rights; 

Sustainable development

Step two
• Explore and investigate challenges

Step three
• Identify interventions

Step four

• Evaluate interventions and recommend steps for future 
action



Theatre: holistic approaches
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Theatre: Collaborative project
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Article on a child claiming to 
be a reincarnated Second 
World War soldier

Students collaboratively create, 
stage and perform an original piece 
of theatre (lasting 7–10 minutes) 
created from a starting point of 
their choice. The piece is presented 
to an audience as a fully-realized 
production. The audience is 
selected by the students.



Sciences: Collaborative project
The collaborative sciences project (CSP) gives Diploma 
Programme (DP) and Career-related Programme (CP) 
students the opportunity to work together in an 
interdisciplinary team. They work towards a common 
goal related to a real-world issue, pursued through the 
lens of the scientific method.

Throughout the project, the emphasis is on the 
experience of collaborative problem-solving, the focus 
being the process rather than the product.

Real-world issues are inherently complex. The CSP 
explores a specific issue, giving students the 
opportunity to recognize some of the interrelated 
systems, mechanisms and processes connected to the 
issue they are investigating. These interconnected 
factors may include the environmental, social and 
ethical implications of science and technology.

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2023

Credit attributed to: Feature_ResearchIndustryCollaboration.jpg (1200×660) (sciencemeetsbusiness.com.au)

https://sciencemeetsbusiness.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Feature_ResearchIndustryCollaboration.jpg


Theory of Knowledge – real-world relevance + exhibition
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For this component, students are required to create an 
exhibition that explores how TOK manifests in the world 
around us. This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the end of the 
course.

How is current knowledge shaped by its historical development?

Global impression marking:
This means that the assessment of 
both tasks is envisaged as a process of 
holistic or global judgment rather 
than an analytical process of totalling 
the assessment of separate criteria.



Studies in language and literature

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2023

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is 
presented through the content and form of one of the works 
and one of the bodies of work that you have studied.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

• Culture, identity and community
• Beliefs, values and education
• Politics, power and justice
• Art, creativity and the imagination
• Science, technology and the environment

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-styleguide/chapter/why-is-grammar-important/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


MYP Personal Project
MYP students in their final year explore an 
area of personal interest over an extended 
period. It provides them the opportunity to 
consolidate their learning and develop 
important skills they’ll need in both further 
education and life beyond the classroom. It 
also helps them develop confidence to 
become principled, lifelong learners.
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MYP eAssessment

• The MYP eAssessment offers practitioners 
an innovative tool to gain valuable insights 
into learning and teaching.

• Additionally, it offers students an option to 
gain a qualification for their middle years' 
education and an assessment experience 
that aligns with today’s digital learning 
environment.

• MYP grades provide important, externally-
verified results that serve as an alternative 
to state or national examinations, and 
support applications for post-16 education.

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2023

http://idprm.ibo.org/presentation.html

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/assessment-and-exams/grading-and-awards/
http://idprm.ibo.org/presentation.html


Quality assurance of our assessment strategy
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Relationship to New York State (David, Michael & 
Melissa)
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• 4 + 1 Department-Approved Pathway 
Assessments in the Arts, approved in 
accordance with §100.2(mm):  IBDP Dance, 
IBDP Visual Arts, IBDP Theatre Arts, or IBDP 
Music

• Approved Alternatives to Regents Exams
• English Language Arts: IBDP Language 

and Literature; IBDP Literature; IBDP 
Literature and Performance

• Algebra I (graduation requirement): IBDP 
Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches; 
IBDP Mathematics: Applications and 
Interpretations

• NYS provides a fee waiver covering DP & CP 
assessment for economically disadvantaged 
students

• NYS approved CTE sequences utilized to 
Meet Career-related studies (CRS 
component) of IB Career-related programme

NYS graduation requirements

Link to photo from 
Long Beach HS

Link to photo from Eastridge HS, 
Rochester

Link to vido from 
Northport HS

http://www.lbeach.org/schools/hs_science
http://www.lbeach.org/schools/hs_science
https://eastirondequoit.smugmug.com/Eastridge/2022-2023/IB-Music-Concert/
https://eastirondequoit.smugmug.com/Eastridge/2022-2023/IB-Music-Concert/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mXw78oMhfF6Zl4W4TGfqxQhwu_WAgqiW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mXw78oMhfF6Zl4W4TGfqxQhwu_WAgqiW/view
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Assessments contribute to instructional 
planning

• IB Exhibitions: PYP 5th grade exhibition, MYP 
Community Project, MYP Personal Project, 
ToK Exhibition, CAS exhibition, Arts 
performances and exhibitions

• Teachers utilize the IB CP/DP Internal 
Assessments as models to design 
assignments

• Schools have back-mapped IB CP/DP Internal 
Assessments to prior grades (and/or to ATL 
Skills)

• Teachers utilize DP external exam question 
structure to scaffold critical thinking skills

• Schools utilize IB assessment criteria to 
provide feedback to students and parents

• Student reflection is frequently incorporated 
into assessment processes

• Regional association of IB Schools organizes 
round-tables where teachers share 
assessment practices.

• Teachers utilize IB Assessment criteria to 
standardize marking and expectations

Link to video from 
Wilson Magnet HS, Rochester

Link to video from 
Queensbury HS

Hempstead Middle School 

Link to picture from Baccalaureate 
School for Global Education, NYC

https://ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/myp-exhibition/mypx2023/
https://ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/myp-exhibition/mypx2023/
https://youtu.be/yr2uRV2N5Rc
https://youtu.be/yr2uRV2N5Rc
https://youtu.be/N3v7oW0_TR8
https://youtu.be/N3v7oW0_TR8
https://ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/myp-exhibition/mypx2023/
https://www.bsge.org/helping_hands_committee
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