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Master of Arts in Teaching in Middle Childhood/Adolescent Education

EDUC-6050 CONTENT AREA STUDY: ENGLISH 3 cr.
This course focuses on literacy and literature in the intermediate and secondary English language arts classroom. A variety of texts and text types will be read and discussed. Different ways of organizing a literature-based curriculum, engaging students, addressing censorship, and reading through different critical lenses will be explored. Reading, writing, speaking, listening, and performing are aspects of literacy students will consider for inclusion in units of study grounded in literature.
Learning Objectives: 
• Students will read widely and deeply literature related to grades 5-12 English language arts and literacy instruction; 
• Students will demonstrate an understanding of a variety of genres and text-types to be used in the ELA/literacy classroom. These text types should include, but are not limited to: picture books, young adult literature, current fiction, graphic novels, online/digital texts, and wordless texts; and 
• Students will demonstrate knowledge of a variety of theories on literacy engagement and how various theories and subsequent practices impact student engagement in grades 5-12 ELA/literacy classes.

EDUC-6055 CONTENT AREA STUDY: SPANISH 3 cr.
An array of content area topics will be available to enable candidates to strengthen their content area background. While learning new content, students will develop lessons, teaching methods and materials for use with their own pupils. Students are encouraged to link their content across disciplines.
Learning Objectives:
[bookmark: _Hlk63760582] • Develop high quality lesson plans for advanced Spanish content; 
 • Master advanced grammar techniques in Spanish; and
 	 • Become versed in Spanish literature and learn multiple ways of teaching it.

EDUC-6060 CONTENT AREA STUDY: MATH 3 cr.
An array of content area topics in grades 7-12 mathematics will be explored to enable students to strengthen their content area background. While learning new content, students will develop lessons, teaching methods and materials for use with their own pupils. Students are encouraged to link their content across disciplines. The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) six principles for school mathematics will form the foundation of this course with specific attention given to the NCTM content and process standards. In addition, the Common Core (CC) learning standards will be used to inform students.
Learning Objectives: 
• Students will be able to use tools appropriate to mathematics instruction strategically. 
• Students will be able to analyze and operationalize NCTM and CC standards for teaching grades 7-12 mathematics.
[bookmark: _Hlk63760704]• Students will be able to develop appropriate sequencing of mathematical learning experiences.

EDUC-6065 CONTENT AREA STUDY: SCIENCE 3 cr.
In this online course, science and STEM teachers and educators begin with an opportunity to deepen their understanding of a concept or application (approved by the instructor) within the standards-area relevant to their educational environment. Their science study is then posted for instructor assessment and peer review. The latter portion of the class consists of a team-developed science project that could be shared with other schools or science organizations. Although the teams develop their own project area, participants are given framing guidelines for the type of projects, the student and teacher resources, and the educational/scientific extensions that can support the project and justify its instructional design. Guidelines also structure and evaluate the participation of individuals and of team members. The intention is that these science projects could be extended to other schools through 21st century technologies (tutorials provided). Both synchronous and asynchronous interactions will be required throughout the course.

Learning Objectives: 
• Understand a science content or application area in greater depth;
• Design a science project or field trip that could be implemented within a classroom, shared with other classes, and possibly serve as an example of "citizen science"; and 
• Benefit from distance collaboration with fellow participants and extend and employ their 21st century communication skills for the enhancement of science learning and education.







EDUC-6070 CONTENT AREA STUDY: SOCIAL STUDIES 3 cr.
An array of content area topics will be available to enable candidates to strengthen their content area background. While learning new content, students will develop lessons, teaching methods and materials for use with their own pupils. Students are encouraged to link their content across disciplines.
Learning Objectives:
• Interpret themes and patterns through inquiry-based study of concepts in history or social sciences with intent to connect the past with the present, and the local with the global; 
• Design a social studies unit that is experiential, interactive, interdisciplinary, and inquiry-based; 
[bookmark: _Hlk63761041]• Critique different approaches for teaching controversial topics; and 
• Appraise the meaning of social studies education in a multicultural democracy.

Master of Arts in Teaching in Adolescent Special Education and Master of Education in Adolescent Special Education

SPED-6085 COLLABORATION IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 3 cr.
This course is designed to develop knowledge, skills and abilities related to collaboration and teamwork. It provides special education teacher candidates with the information and skills necessary to collaborate and consult with other professionals, families, and support agencies regarding the design and implementation of educational programs for students with disabilities. The course also focuses on developing the communication skills needed to implement the range of collaborative service delivery options for students with disabilities. Candidates will develop foundational knowledge and skills in research-based processes for effective instruction of students with special needs and collaboration with other educators, administrators and parents to improve student learning. Teacher candidates must complete at least 10 hours in a classroom observing/assisting a certified special education teacher to explore the relevance of the topics they are studying in this course to a classroom setting. Course discussions and assignment will integrate child development issues to classroom practice.
Learning Objectives
· Discuss knowledge and skills to operate effectively in the role as collaborator, consultant, and team member in various roles as defined by the continuum of placement options.
· Demonstrate skills to stay current on educational research relative to collaborative and consultative issues. 
· Identify communication skills needed to collaborate effectively with colleagues and families.
· Demonstrate the ability to deliver accommodations and modifications collaboratively with general education teachers or related service providers. 
· Analyze the competencies and challenges related to co-teaching and co-assessment, and plan effective instruction for diverse learners using the co-teaching approaches.
· 
Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction

CURI-6030 FOUNDATIONS OF LITERACY 3 cr.
This course will focus on psychological, sociological, linguistic, socio-cultural, and historical foundations of current literacy theory and practice. Theoretical perspectives including behavioral perspectives, semiotic and multiliteracies perspectives, cognitive perspectives, sociocultural perspectives, and critical and feminist perspectives are among those that will inform the integration of literacy and technology as viewed in new literacy studies as well as the global marketplace. Students will research sociocultural-historical perspectives on literacy in order to understand the dominant role cultural belief systems, social rules and conventions, and professional opportunities have in the interconnected process of literacy learning.

Learning Objectives:  

• Students will create a multimedia presentation on a noted literacy educator to demonstrate an understanding of the historically shared knowledge of the profession and changes over time in the perceptions of the reading and writing process, components, and development. 

[bookmark: _Hlk63752819]• Students will gain an understanding of how print develops from birth through adolescence, and demonstrate knowledge of the major concepts of literacy specifically focusing on the major components of reading: phonemic awareness, word identification and phonics, vocabulary, background knowledge, fluency, motivation, comprehension and close reading strategies.
• Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship of research and theory to classroom practice in literacy, particularity for students who have historically struggled with reading and written expression.
CURI-6045 LITERACY & LITERATURE 3 cr.
This course examines ways in which literature, as the written, digital and visual representation of human experience, enhances our ability to make meaning of the processes and products of human thought, feelings and behavior. Characteristics of various genres are explored throughout the course. Ways in which literature opens a dialogue between writer, reader and responder are analyzed. Learning activities serve to expand the understanding of written expression through a survey of literature that uses the K-12 Common Core Standards as a framework. Students will be able to understand the ways in which different genres influence the reading and writing experience, and they will comprehend how K-12 students make meaning from text. Evaluation will encompass online discussions, written reflections, and projects designed to augment individual learning and professional objectives.
Learning Objectives: 
• Identify, evaluate, and utilize a variety of texts and text-types focused on a specific unit of study. 
[bookmark: _Hlk63752991]• View literacy broadly to encompass students in-school and out-of-school literacies and where they intersect. 
• Positively and constructively provide and evaluate their own instructional decisions as they relate to literacy, as well as the decisions of colleagues.

CURI-6070 UNDERSTANDING DIVERSE LEARNERS 3 cr.
This course addresses diversity in contemporary schools and settings, the ways children and families from various cultures are affected by and affect schools, and the role of the teacher and the curriculum in creating an open and tolerant environment conducive to learning. By the end of this course, it is expected that students will have expanded their understanding of how to differentiate and how to adapt instruction or communication with diverse populations. Topics that will be addressed in this course include: cultural, ethnic, racial, and socioeconomic diversity, related behaviors, bias and attitudes, exploration of social identity, the history of education on dominated cultural groups, gender equity, gender and sexuality, and community engagement.
Learning Objectives: 
• Exhibit an understanding of the ways in which children and families from various cultures are affected by and affect schools. 
• Create open and tolerant educational environments conducive to student learning. 
• Differentiate and adapt instruction or communication with diverse populations. 
• Research and write about the importance of diversifying education to reach all learners.

CURI-6075 SOCIAL FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION 3 cr.
This course critically examines the philosophical, historic, social and legal foundations of education, as well as contemporary structures, functions and issues in educational systems in the United States. The course provides additional historical context for the course Understanding Diverse Learners. Topics include: broad historical and social contexts within which American schools developed; present and historical relationships between schools and communities; diversity, equity, individuality, and schooling; schooling and democracy/ citizenship; social structures and cultures of schools; teachers as members of learning communities; computer use in schools; rights and responsibilities of education stakeholders; and contemporary debates and alternative visions of schooling. The culminating project for this course is an analysis and evaluation of community assets for a school or school district of the student’s choice.
Learning Objectives:  
• Demonstrate critical thinking regarding social, political, economic, and historical contexts in which the US educational system exists. 
• Construct meanings regarding roles of the K-12 schools and other community institutions in preparing students to become effective citizens in a democratic republic. 
• Evaluate the relationship between a school and its surrounding community in regard to meeting diverse students’ learning needs.


Master of Arts in Learning and Emerging Technologies
EDET-6075 ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGIES & LEARNING 3 cr.
This course is an introduction to the study of Assistive Technology. Students will examine the use of Assistive Technology as it relates to education, communication, vocation, recreation, and mobility for individuals with disabilities. Students will investigate types of assistive technologies, functional assessments, resources, ADA compliance, legal issues, and school and workplace responsibilities. Students will discover the latest technologies to help individuals who struggle with communication, literacy, and learning. The course will feature tools that improve and compensate for challenges relating to speaking, understanding, reading, writing, and thinking and remembering, as well as an examination of strategies to help individuals become more organized and efficient. It will present an overview of the uses of technologies to help students explore specific resources they can use to enhance success in the classroom or workplace. The use of tablets and cloud-based products will be highlighted. Online resources and social networking tools are presented to enable students to learn about innovative products as they become available. Students complete a research project demonstrating their understanding of assistive technology.
Learning Objectives: 
• Examine the use of Assistive Technology as it relates to education, communication, vocation, recreation, and mobility for individuals with disabilities; 
• Investigate types of assistive technologies, functional assessments, resources, ADA compliance, legal issues, and school and workplace responsibilities; 
• Apply knowledge of assistive technologies to a particular learning environment.

EDET-6130 FACILITATING LEARNING WITH EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES IN BLENDED AND ONLINE ENVIRONMENTS 3 cr.
Students will consider facilitation and teaching approaches that enhance participant learning, engagement, collaboration and success. The seminar will involve engagement in related theory and practice of teaching in online and blended environments. Topics will include new literacies and digital epistemologies, rethinking teaching pedagogy, mediating the co-creation of knowledge within networks, and accessing and creating digital resources. Participants will develop, demonstrate and evaluate learning activities individually and in teams. Topics will include areas such as the use of games, social media in teaching, badging, and critical literacies for all generations of learners.




Learning Objectives: 
• Survey current contextual factors impacting new modes of learning across the lifespan, in formal and informal settings. 
• Compare learning theories and their impact on curricular and pedagogical decisions. 
• Apply design-based research to support effective instructional strategies in blended and online environments. 
• Demonstrate strategies for integrating various technology resources into learning activities for blended and/or fully online environments. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of Universal Design for Learning, ADA compliance, and appropriate tools and approaches that support diverse learners.  
• Justify effective evaluation strategies for assessing student understanding and for improving student learning and communication.


