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Education Law §818
and Required

Attestation

(a) January 1, 2025 - provide instructional best practices
for teaching reading in prekindergarten to grade three

(b) Schools must review curriculum annually to ensure
alignment with the instructional best practices

Definitions for evidence-based and scientifically
based”, “phonemic awareness”, “comprehension”,
“reading fluency”, “vocabulary development”,
“culturally responsive-sustaining framework

Schools must attest the curriculum and instruction
align all elements of the instructional best practices



Education Law §818
and Required Attestation

Review
Instructional Best

Practices Guide
with district

literacy leaders

Review curriculum
and instruction with
staff

Find areas of need for additional
professional learning and plan

professional development accordingly.

Complete
attestation on

business portal by
September 1, 2025

Continue to
review

curriculum and
instruction

Reach out to The Office of Early
Learning with any questions and
look for continued professional

learning around literacy.



A Comprehensive
Literacy Program

and 
the Science of

Reading



Literacy Briefs



PreK Literacy Brief



Prekindergarten-3rd
Grade Instructional

Best Practices





        

  
 

 
 

Embedding Literacy Opportunities in Daily
Activities

Literacy 
Embedding Literacy Opportunities in Daily

Activities 

VIDEO 4: PLAY-BASED 
INTERACTIONS WITH 
TEACHER GUIDANCE 

(REL SOUTHEAST) 

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=Video+4:+Play-Based+Interactions+With+Teacher+Guidance+(REL+Southeast)+(REL+Southeast)&mid=884CF2A2DCF9C624E7C8884CF2A2DCF9C624E7C8&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=Video+4:+Play-Based+Interactions+With+Teacher+Guidance+(REL+Southeast)+(REL+Southeast)&mid=884CF2A2DCF9C624E7C8884CF2A2DCF9C624E7C8&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=Video+4:+Play-Based+Interactions+With+Teacher+Guidance+(REL+Southeast)+(REL+Southeast)&mid=884CF2A2DCF9C624E7C8884CF2A2DCF9C624E7C8&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=Video+4:+Play-Based+Interactions+With+Teacher+Guidance+(REL+Southeast)+(REL+Southeast)&mid=884CF2A2DCF9C624E7C8884CF2A2DCF9C624E7C8&FORM=VIRE


 

Reflect   on   Literacy  
Classroom InstructionClassroom   Instruction  

Discuss   with   your   table,    the   best   practices  
from   the   video   and   consider   how   these   could  
be   implemented   in   your   prekindergarten  
setting.   



ACTIVITYACTIVITY 

Choose 

Select  a  pillar  to 
explore  through 
the  lens  of  a 
Prekindergarten 
teacher. 

Read 

Read  the  Cover 
page  and 
Prekindergarten 
page  for  your 
pillar. 

Discuss 

Brainstorm  and 
chart  how  this 
could  look  in  the 
Prekindergarten 
classroom. 

Share 

Select  1  person 
to  share  out 
information  from 
your  group. 



PreKindergarten-3rd  
Grade   Instructional  

Best   Practices   -
Writing  



Instructional  Best  Practices- Writing 



 

Reflect  on  Writing 
Classroom InstructionClassroom  Instruction 

What  does  writing  look  like  in  your 

Prekindergarten  classrooms? 



    
   

    
   

            
NYS  Examples 

Do you have a great literacy lesson?

OEL is collecting information from 
school districts interested in 
possibly being featured for their 
work around literacy. 



  CONTACT US

THANK  YOU 
We  appreciate  your  attention  and  involvement  in 

this  significant  conversation.  Together,  let's 
collaborate  to  create  a  better  world  through 

education. 

CONTACT US 
518-474-5807 

oel@nysed.gov 

www.nysed.gov/early-learning 

www.nysed.gov/early-learning
mailto:oel@nysed.gov


Literacy  and  The  Science  of  Reading 
How  do  you  ensure  that

literacy  instruction  is
inclusive,  culturally

responsive,  and  reflective
of  each  child's  language
and  literacy  background? 

     Literacy and The Science of Reading

How  are  you  intentionally
building  foundational  oral

language  skills  in  PreK  settings,
and  how  do  those  efforts  align
with  the  science  of  reading? 

How  are  you  supporting  print
concepts  and  alphabet
knowledge  in  a  way  that

balances  meaningful
experiences  with  intentional,

systematic  instruction? 

How  do  you  assess
growth  in  literacy  and
what  interventions  are 
in  place  when  children
are  not  progressing? 

Are  there  specific  parts
of  the  briefs  or 

instructional  best 
practices  that  have

transformed  your  early
literacy  instruction? 

In  what  ways  are  you
embedding  explicit

phonological  awareness
instruction  into  daily  routines?
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