THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234

Deputy Commissioner ) hedepcom@nysed.gov
Office of Higher Education (518) 486-3633

Room 975, Education Building Annex

Albany, New York 12234

February 9, 2023

Ellen V. Futter

President

American Museum of Natural History
200 Central Park West at 79t Street
New York, NY 10024-5192

Dear President Futter,

Congratulations on securing institutional accreditation with the New England Commission
on Higher Education (NECHE) effective January 10, 2023. We are pleased that the Board of
Regents’ decision not to renew its recognition as an institutional accrediting agency with the U.S.
Department of Education (USDE) will not impact the institution’s ability to continue to serve its
students. As you know, our recognition will end May 9, 2023.

NECHE confirmed its granting of institutional accreditation and the effective date of
January 10, 2023. Accordingly, we are in the process of revising the institution’s record on the
USDE’s Database of Accredited Postsecondary Institutions and Programs (DAPIP) to reflect the
voluntary withdrawal of institutional accreditation from the NYS Board of Regents and
Commissioner of Education as of January 9, 2023.

On behalf of the New York State Board of Regents and Commissioner of Education, please
accept my best wishes for continued success in serving the students and executing the very
important mission of the American Museum of Natural History. We look forward to continuing
our relationship with you and your institution related to program approval and relevant NYS
higher education regulations and initiatives.

Sincerely,

4\)_4-((’.; 4%_%

William P. Murphy, Ph.D.
Deputy Commissioner


mailto:hedepcom@nysed.gov

Cc:

Dr. John Flynn, Dean

Rebecca Johnson, Director of Administration

Dr. Miguel Cardona, United States Secretary of Education

Herman Bounds, Director, Accreditation Group

Lawrence Schall, President, New England Commission on Higher Education
Lester W. Young, Jr., Chancellor, New York State Board of Regents

Betty Rosa, Commissioner, New York State Education Department
Emily J. Sutherland, Director, Office of College and University Evaluation
Kathleen F. Egan, Supervisor, Higher Education Programs

Lorena Coscio, Associate in Higher Education

Student and Exchange Visitor Program



From: Rebecca Johnson

To: Lorena Coscio

Cc: John Flynn; Laura Gambino; Leslie Templeman

Subject: AMNH Institution Accreditation Transition to NECHE Final

Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 8:33:02 AM

Attachments: RGGS at The American Museum of Natural History - Accreditation 9.29.22 formal letter.pdf

Update Approval Notice. chanae of accreditor AMNH - 04171900 1-10-23.pdf
American Museum of Natural History 04171900-final email .pdf

Dear Lorena,

| am writing to update you on the status of the institutional accreditation transition of the American Museum of

Natural History (AMNH) to the New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE). On September 23, 2022,

NECHE voted to grant us accreditation, pending approval from the U.S. Department of Education (per updates to
U.S. Department of Education procedures in July 2022, requiring their review and approval as a final step before

changing accrediting agency).

Attached is a letter from NECHE announcing the Commission vote, as well as a letter of January 10, 2023, from the
US Department of Education (sent by Marie Bangura of the FSA office of the U.S. Department of Education; also cc-
ed to Emily Sutherland and “ocueinfo” at NYSED), providing formal approval for AMNH’s change in accreditor from
the NYS Regents/NYSED to the New England Commission for Higher Education (NECHE).

ACTION: With this approval and recognition by the US Department of Education on 1/10/23, AMNH is relinquishing
its accreditation with NSYED effective 1/09/2023, and AMNH’s new institutional accreditor now is NECHE effective
1/10/23.

Could you please confirm receipt of this notice, and that no further action is required with NYSED/NYS Regents to
implement this change in accreditor?

We thank the NYSED Office of College and University Evaluation and the Regents for your prior assistance with our
institutional accreditation since 2009, and for ongoing interactions and support relating to our academic programs.

Most sincerely,

Rebecca Johnson

Director of Administration

Richard Gilder Graduate School at the
American Museum of Natural History
212-769-5143 tel.

929-245-9732 cell

rjohnson@amnh.org
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New England Commission
of Higher Education

l NECHE

September 29, 2022

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to certify that, at its meeting on September 23, 2022, the New England
Commission of Higher Education voted to grant accreditation to Richard Gilder
Graduate School at The American Museum of Natural History contingent upon
receipt of approval from the U.S. Department of Education, if needed.

Questions about the accreditation status of Richard Gilder Graduate School at The

American Museum of Natural History should be directed to the offices of the New
England Commission of Higher Education.

Patricia O’Brien, SND
Senior Vice President of the Commission

POB/sjp
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FEDERAL STUDENT AID
SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY SERVICE GROUP
SCHOOL PARTICIPATION TEAM
NEW YORK - BOSTON TEAM

Ms Ellen V. Futter 01/10/2023
President
American Museum of Natural History OPE ID 04171900

Central Park West at 79th Street
New York, NY 10024-5192

Approval Notice

Reason for Action: Accrediting Agency
Officials/Directors

Approval Date: Effective 01/09/2023

Dear Ms Futter:

The New York - Boston School Participation Division has completed its review of the
documentation that American Museum of Natural History (Institution) submitted regarding its
accrediting agency.

As a result of that review, we have approved the following:

New Accreditor:
Primary: New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE)

New Officials:

Ellen V. Futter, President

Ms Danielle Mazzeo, Associate Director, Government Relations
Ms Rebecca Johnson, Director of Administration

Mr. Richard Madonna, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
Mr. Roberto A. Mignone, Member of the Board

Ms Valerie S. Peltier, Member of the Board

Mr. Theodore Roosevelt IV, Member of the Board

Mr. Peter J. Solomon, Member of the Board

Ms Christine A. Varney, Member of the Board

Mr. Kenneth L. Wallach, Member of the Board

Changed Officials:
Mr. Scott L. Bok, Member of the Board





Mr. David S. Gottesman, Member of the Board
Mr. Richard S. LeFrak, Member of the Board
Mr. Raymond J. McGuire, Member of the Board
Mr. John King, Member of the Board

Ms Jacqueline Powers, Assistant Secretary to the Board
Mr. Tom Brokaw, Member of the Board

Mr. John Lykouretzos, Member of the Board

Ms Linda R. Macaulay, Member of the Board
Mr. Christopher Davis, Member of the Board
Ms Cheryl Effron, Member of the Board

Ms Marlene Hess, Member of the Board

Ms Kathryn Kempner, Member of the Board

Ms Jackie Bezos, Member of the Board

Mr. Theodore A. Mathas, Member of the Board

Please save a copy of this notice and the Eligibility and Certification Approval Report (ECAR) from
the EAPP website at http://eligcert.ed.gov/eapp/owa/ecar. This Approval Notice is an addendum to
the Institution's Program Participation Agreement (PPA). Please retain this notice and the ECAR
with the PPA for compliance purposes.

Should you have any questions, please contact Marie Bangura at (202) 377-3072.
Sincerely,
S eneai W}’
Teresa Martinez
Branch Chief

New York/Boston School Participation Division

cc: Rebecca Johnson, Director of Administration






From: Bangura, Marie

To: Danielle Mazzeo; John Flynn; Rebecca Johnson; Ellen V Futter

Cc: Emily.sutherland@nysed.gov; ocueinfo@nysed.gov; Laura Gambino; Patricia O"Brien, SND
Subject: American Museum of Natural History 04171900-final email

Date: Wednesday, January 11, 2023 8:58:09 AM

Attachments: image001.png

AMNH 04171900 NY DAL.pdf

EXTERNAL SENDER

Dear Ms Futter:

The New York - Boston School Participation Division has completed its review of the documentation
that American Museum of Natural History (Institution) submitted in its update application.

Please access the PPA/ECAR page, http://eligcert.ed.gov/eapp/owa/ppaecar, on the EAPP web site
and review and save a copy of the Eligibility and Certification Approval Report (ECAR) and the
Update Approval Notice.

Should you have any questions, please contact Marie Bangura at (202) 377-3072.
Thank you,

Marie M. Bangura
Institutional Review Specialist

Office: (202) 987-1890
marie.bangura@ed.gov

Federal Student PROUD SPONSOR of

Ag DFFICE of the UB. DEPARTMEMNT of EDUCATION
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FEDERAL STUDENT AID
SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY SERVICE GROUP
SCHOOL PARTICIPATION TEAM
NEW YORK - BOSTON TEAM

Ms Ellen V. Futter 01/10/2023
President
American Museum of Natural History OPE ID 04171900

Central Park West at 79th Street
New York, NY 10024-5192

Approval Notice

Reason for Action: Accrediting Agency
Officials/Directors

Approval Date: Effective 01/09/2023

Dear Ms Futter:

The New York - Boston School Participation Division has completed its review of the
documentation that American Museum of Natural History (Institution) submitted regarding its
accrediting agency.

As a result of that review, we have approved the following:

New Accreditor:
Primary: New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE)

New Officials:

Ellen V. Futter, President

Ms Danielle Mazzeo, Associate Director, Government Relations
Ms Rebecca Johnson, Director of Administration

Mr. Richard Madonna, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
Mr. Roberto A. Mignone, Member of the Board

Ms Valerie S. Peltier, Member of the Board

Mr. Theodore Roosevelt IV, Member of the Board

Mr. Peter J. Solomon, Member of the Board

Ms Christine A. Varney, Member of the Board

Mr. Kenneth L. Wallach, Member of the Board

Changed Officials:







Mr. Scott L. Bok, Member of the Board

Mr. David S. Gottesman, Member of the Board
Mr. Richard S. LeFrak, Member of the Board
Mr. Raymond J. McGuire, Member of the Board
Mr. John King, Member of the Board

Ms Jacqueline Powers, Assistant Secretary to the Board
Mr. Tom Brokaw, Member of the Board

Mr. John Lykouretzos, Member of the Board

Ms Linda R. Macaulay, Member of the Board
Mr. Christopher Davis, Member of the Board
Ms Cheryl Effron, Member of the Board

Ms Marlene Hess, Member of the Board

Ms Kathryn Kempner, Member of the Board

Ms Jackie Bezos, Member of the Board

Mr. Theodore A. Mathas, Member of the Board

Please save a copy of this notice and the Eligibility and Certification Approval Report (ECAR) from
the EAPP website at http://eligcert.ed.gov/eapp/owa/ecar. This Approval Notice is an addendum to
the Institution's Program Participation Agreement (PPA). Please retain this notice and the ECAR
with the PPA for compliance purposes.

Should you have any questions, please contact Marie Bangura at (202) 377-3072.
Sincerely,
S erezz W}’
Teresa Martinez
Branch Chief

New York/Boston School Participation Division

cc: Rebecca Johnson, Director of Administration










	AMNH-acknowledgement of withdrawal
	AMNH 2 Final Notification of Transition from AMNH 1-20-23

