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ADVOCATING FOR ELS IN NEW YORK CITY SCHOOLS 

FUNDED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OFFICE OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION AND 

WORLD LANGUAGES 

INSTRUCTIONAL & LEADERSHIP SUPPORT: ADMINISTRATORS, TEACHERS, SUPPORT STAFF, PARENTS, STUDENTS 

COLLABORATIONS: COMMUNITY and COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS (CBOs), 

PARENT ORGANIZATIONS, STATE-WIDE RBERNS, COUNCIL OF SUPERVISORS & 

ADMINISTRATORS (CSA), NYS OBEWL, NYC DIVISION OF 

MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS (DML), UNITED FEDERATION OF 

TEACHERS (UFT), STATE & NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

(NYSTESOL, NYSABE, NABE, INTERNATIONAL TESOL, ACTFL, 

AATSP) 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE: ON-SITE, VIRTUAL 

COACHING/MENTORING: ON-SITE, VIRTUAL 

5 BOROUGHS 

160,624 ELS 

33 DISTRICTS 

loO+ LANGUAGES 

CUSTOMIZED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: REGIONAL, SCHOOL-BASED, IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL, WITH CTLE 

CREDIT 

INITIATIVES: LITERACY, SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL), STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES (SWD), LONG TERM 

ELS (LTELs), STUDENTS WITH INTERRUPTED FORMAL EDUCATION (SIFE), CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE SUSTAINING 

EDUCATION (CRSE), PROJECT-BASED LEARNING {PBL), NEXT GENERATION LEARNING STANDARDS (NGLS), HIGH 

SCHOOL GRADUATION, FAFSA, WORLD LANGUAGES, SEAL OF Bl LITERACY, PUERTO RICAN HISPANIC YOUTH 

LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE (PRHYLI), DATA DRIVEN INSTRUCTION, EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA), DIVERSITY, 

EQUITY, INCLUSION (DEi), BILINGUAL/DUAL LANGUAGE PROGRAMS, INTEGRATED CO-TEACHING, MATHEMATICS, 

STEM, NEWCOMERS 

FAMILY SUPPORT: FASFA COMPLETION EVENTS, COLLEGE & CAREER READY PARENT INSTITUTES, 

ALL SERVICES ARE AT NO COST TO NYC SCHOOLS 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: DIANE HOWITT 

RESOURCE SPECIALISTS: ABBY BARUCH, ELSIE CARDONA BERARDINELLI, DEIRDRE DANAHER, LORRAINE ESTRADA, 

FRANCISCO GARciA QUEZADA, SARA MARTINEZ, IRIS ALDEA-POLLACK, FAUSTO SALAZAR 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: ELLEN O'BRIEN 

NEW YORK CITY REGIONAL BILINGUAL EDUCATION NETWORK: RBERN 
ADVOCATING FOR ELS IN NEW YORK CITY SCHOOLS 

FUNDED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OFFICE OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION AND 

WORLD LANGUAGES 

INSTRUCTIONAL & LEADERSHIP SUPPORT: ADMINISTRATORS, TEACHERS, SUPPORT STAFF, PARENTS, STUDENTS 

COLLABORATIONS: COMMUNITY and COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS (CBOs), 

PARENT ORGANIZATIONS, STATE-WIDE RBERNS, COUNCIL OF SUPERVISORS & 

ADMINISTRATORS (CSA), NYS OBEWL, NYC DIVISION OF 

MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS (DML), UNITED FEDERATION OF 

TEACHERS (UFT), STATE & NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

(NYSTESOL, NYSABE, NABE, INTERNATIONAL TESOL, ACTFL, 

AATSP) 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE: ON-SITE, VIRTUAL 

COACHING/MENTORING: ON-SITE, VIRTUAL 

CUSTOMIZED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: REGIONAL, SCHOOL-BASED, IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL, WITH CTLE 

5 BOROUGHS 

160,624 ELS 

33 DISTRICTS 

180+ LANGUAGES 

CREDIT 

INITIATIVES: LITERACY, SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL), STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES (SWD), LONG TERM 

ELS (LTELs), STUDENTS WITH INTERRUPTED FORMAL EDUCATION (SIFE), CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE SUSTAINING 

EDUCATION (CRSE), PROJECT-BASED LEARNING (PBL), NEXT GENERATION LEARNING STANDARDS (NGLS), HIGH 

SCHOOL GRADUATION, FAFSA, WORLD LANGUAGES, SEAL OF BILITERACY, PUERTO RICAN HISPANIC YOUTH 

LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE (PRHYLI), DATA DRIVEN INSTRUCTION, EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA), DIVERSITY, 

EQUITY, INCLUSION (DEI), BILINGUAL/DUAL LANGUAGE PROGRAMS, INTEGRATED CO-TEACHING, MATHEMATICS, 

FAMILY SUPPORT: FASFA COMPLETION EVENTS, COLLEGE & CAREER READY PARENT INSTITUTES, 

PARENT/CAREGIVER VIDEO PRESENTATIONS, PARENTS RIGHTS & ADVOCACY, POD CASTS, COMMUNITY 

ORGANIZATION PARTNERSHIPS, IMMIGRATION RIGHTS AND ADVOCACY 

STEM, NEWCOMERS 

ALL SERVICES ARE AT NO COST TO NYC SCHOOLS 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: DIANE HOWITT 

RESOURCE SPECIALISTS: ABBY BARUCH, ELSIE CARDONA BERARDINELLI, DEIRDRE DANAHER, LORRAINE ESTRADA, 

FRANCISCO GARCÍA QUEZADA, SARA MARTINEZ, IRIS ALDEA-POLLACK, FAUSTO SALAZAR 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: ELLEN O’BRIEN 
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Center for 
Educational Partnerships 

NEW YORK CITY REGIONAL BILINGUAL EDUCATION NETWORK: RBERN 

STAFF EXPERIENCE 
DIANE HOWITT 
howitt@fordham.edu 

K-12, leadership, administration, bilingual, ENL, world 
languages, program development, regulatory, 
instruction, curriculum development, DEI, CRSE, SEL, 
immigration 

ABBY BARUCH 
abaruch@fordham.edu 

Elementary, ENL, curriculum development, NGLS, DEI, 
CRSE, SEL, newcomer education, assessment, 
instruction, literacy, regulations, programming, higher 
ed., website development 

IRIS ALDEA POLLACK 
ialdeapollack@fordham.edu 

Leadership, ENL, NGLS, SWD, dual language, 
regulations, programming 

ELSIE CARDONA-BERARDINELLI 
ecardona3@fordham.edu 

Leadership, bilingual, ENL, SEL, DEI, co-teaching, NGLS, 
literacy, regulations, programming, instruction, and 
evaluation 

DEIRDRE DANAHER 
ddanaher@fordham.edu 

Leadership, ENL, SWD, LPT, SIFE, SIFE bridges, 
regulations, programming, Part 200 

LORRAINE ESTRADA 
Lestrada1@fordham.edu 

Bilingual, ENL, SWD, UDL, LPT, long term ells, 
regulations, literacy, Part 200 

FRANCISCO GARCÍA-QUEZADA 
fgarciaquezada@fordham.edu 

World languages, bilingual, ENL, Seal of biliteracy, 
immigrant/migrants, family engagement, PRHYLI 

SARA MARTINEZ 
Smartinez37@fordham.edu 

Leadership, dual language, bilingual education, literacy, 
regulations, newcomers 

FAUSTO SALAZAR 
fsalazar@fordham.edu 

High School, leadership, family engagement, HS 
graduation, immigrant/migrant, data analysis, 
technology, mathematics instruction, programming 

ELLEN O’BRIEN 
nycrbern@fordham.edu 
eobrien46@fordham.edu 

Office manager 

Information and Resources

Call: 718-817-0606 nycrbern@fordham.edu NYCRBERN Website 

mailto:howitt@fordham.edu
mailto:abaruch@fordham.edu
mailto:ialdeapollack@fordham.edu
mailto:ecardona3@fordham.edu
mailto:ddanaher@fordham.edu
mailto:Lestrada1@fordham.edu
mailto:fgarciaquezada@fordham.edu
mailto:Smartinez37@fordham.edu
mailto:fsalazar@fordham.edu
mailto:nycrbern@fordham.edu
mailto:eobrien46@fordham.edu
mailto:nycrbern@fordham.edu
https://www.fordham.edu/graduate-school-of-education/centers-and-institutes/the-center-for-educational-partnerships/nyc-regional-bilingual-education-resource-network/
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Center for 
Educational Partnerships 

NEW YORK CITY REGIONAL BILINGUAL EDUCATION NETWORK: RBERN 
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