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Learning Standards
in New York State 
since 1996 

 In the early 1990s, there was a national trend to 
move to learning standards (what a student 
should know and be able to do). 

 New York State adopted seven learning standard 
areas in 1996; the Board of Regents approves all 
Standards. 

 Curriculum remains locally decided in NY State. 

 Learning Standard areas are reviewed 
periodically; educator feedback is built into the 
process. 

 The most recently adopted Standards are 
Physical Education, ELA, and Mathematics. 



Standards and Curriculum 
In New York State, although the Board of Regents sets learning standards for all 
students, curriculum decisions are all locally decided. School boards hold the 
responsibility for these decisions. 

Curriculum decisions include which textbooks to use, the pacing or structure of the 
instruction and coursework, the grading policies, and locally-determined assessments. 

The State administers elementary, middle, and high school Regents State Assessments 
that are federally required or part of the graduation requirements. 



Implementation Timelines
Instruction in New/Revised Standards 

September 2021: 
• PK-3 Science 

September 2022: 
• Science, Grades 4 

September 2023: 

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

and 7 
• PK-8 ELA • Science, Grades 5 September 2024: 
• PK-8 Math and 8 • Biology and Earth 

• Grade 9 ELA & Space Science September 2025: • Algebra I* courses* • Chemistry and 
• Grade 10 ELA Physics courses* 
• Geometry* • Grade 11 ELA* 

• Algebra II* 

* Credit-bearing courses aligned to Regents Exams 
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Office of State Assessment Resources 
Performance Level Descriptions (PLDs) 

Next Generation Learning Standards 
 English Language Arts (Grades 3-8) 
 Mathematics (Grades 3-8) 

New York State P-12 Science Learning 
Standards 
 Elementary (Grades 3-5) 
 Intermediate (Grades 6-8) 

COMING SOON – Spring 2022 
Educator Guides for 2023 3-8 Tests 
Guides will include: 

 Testing sessions 
 Estimated completion times 
 Question formats 
 Standards-assessed blueprints 
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Science Parent Flyer:
Translated Versions Available 

Haitian-Creole Chinese (Traditional) 



Grad Measures Initiative 

To Ensure Our 
To Foster Students are 
Equity in Engaged in 

Education for School and 
All New York Prepared for the 

21st Century Students 
Workforce 
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NYS P-12 Science Learning Standards 
Review Process 

Multi-Tiered Process Advisory from Science Public Comment 
(2010-2016) Experts Periods 
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Introduction to the New York State P-12 Science Learning Standards 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nysscienceintro.pdf


Grad Measures: Draft Timeline 
• November 2019 – March 2020: 

o Literature review of research and practices in other states. 
o Regional meetings held beginning Jan. – Mar. 2020 to gather feedback from across the state. 

• March 2020: All Regional Meetings canceled due to COVID-19 pandemic. 
• Fall 2021 – Spring 2022: Regional Meetings held in virtual format. 
• Spring / Summer 2022: Compile Regional Meeting feedback. 
• Fall 2022: 

o Present regional meeting and literature review findings to the Board. 
o Establish the Blue Ribbon Commission (BRC) and draft meeting schedule. 

Phase I: 
Information 
Gathering & 

Learning 

Phase II: 
Blue Ribbon 
Commission 

• Fall 2022 – Winter 2023: 
o Commission’s first meeting – the BRC convenes and defines its scope of work. 
o Blue Ribbon Commission second meeting to identify priority areas and a framework for moving 

forward. Establish sub-groups for priority areas. 
• Winter 2023 – Spring 2023: Sub-groups meet. 
• Spring 2023 – Summer 2023: Sub-groups develop proposed recommendations. 
• Fall 2023 – Winter 2024: Sub-groups advance recommendations to the BRC. 
• Winter 2024 – Spring 2024: The BRC finalizes recommendations and a report is prepared. 

Phase III: 
Regents 

Discussion 
• Spring / Summer 2024: The Blue Ribbon Commission’s final report is presented to the Board  of 

Regents for consideration. 

Graduation Measures 11 

http://www.nysed.gov/grad-measures
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Standards and Culturally 
Responsive-Sustaining Education 

From the Next Generation Early Learning 
Standards Introduction (2017) 

"Rather than prescribe a lockstep progression of 
lessons or curricula for all children in all settings, the 

Standards serve to articulate the expectations of what 
children can learn and do as a result of instruction that 
is not standardized, but personalized, differentiated, 
adapted, culturally and linguistically relevant, and 

context-based. While we may have the same learning 
objectives for all children, our means for meeting these 
objectives are highly responsive to the individual child." 
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Ongoing Professional Learning Opportunities 
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https://www.nysteachercenters.org/
http://www.nyscdn.com/
https://big5schools.org/
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Content Area Notification Service 
Join our Notification Service for news and updates from the Office of Curriculum and Instruction. 

Arts 
School Computer ELA CTE Science Counselors 

World School 

Languages Library 
Math Health 

Social Studies Physical 
Education N-6 Science 
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http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/content-area-notification-service


NYSED’s 
Office of Standards & Instruction 
(518) 474-5922
www.nysed.gov/curriculum-
instruction 

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction
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