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The Office of Higher Education (OHE) newsletter describes the current and upcoming activities related to higher education, 
with a particular focus on the preparation of educators. This newsletter, past newsletters, and a subscription link are 
available online on the OHE website.  

BOARD OF REGENTS SEPTEMBER ITEMS 

Transitional D program requirements. The Board of Regents adopted regulatory requirements that require Transitional 
D programs leading to School District Leader certification to inform candidates in writing that they must apply for a 
Transitional D certificate, and to notify the Office of Teaching Initiatives that a candidate is eligible for the Transitional D 
certificate. Programs must provide a description of how the candidates met each criterion used to determine that they 
had exceptional qualifications for becoming a school district leader. The regulatory amendments also removed the 
requirement that Transitional D programs are only for candidates who lack three years of classroom teaching service, pupil 
personnel service, and/or educational leadership service. 
 
Safety Nets for the Science Content Specialty Tests. It is anticipated that the revised Content Specialty Tests (CSTs) in 
Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, and Physics will become operational on November 11, 2019. The Board of Regents 
adopted regulatory amendments to create safety nets for the CSTs in Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, and Physics so 
that candidates may take either the revised CST or the predecessor CST for one year after the revised CSTs in each science 
subject area becomes operational. The test frameworks for the revised science CSTs are available on the NYSTCE website 
to assist candidates and teacher preparation programs in the preparation of candidates for the revised tests. 

NEW YORK STATE TEACHER CERTIFICATION 
EXAMINATIONS (NYSTCE) PREPARATION MATERIALS  

Science Content Specialty Test Study Guide. The Study Guides for 
the revised Biology Content Specialty Test (CST), Chemistry CST, 
Earth Science CST, and Physics CST are now available on the 
NYSTCE website. The study guides include sample selected-
response questions and sample constructed-response items. 
 
Mathematics and Social Studies Content Specialty Test Practice 
Tests. The Mathematics Content Specialty Test (CST) Practice Test 
and Social Studies CST Practice Test are now available on the 
NYSTCE website. The practice tests supplement the free sample 
test questions and test framework that are also available through 
the above links.  
 
 

ASSESSMENT VOUCHERS 

Education Deans/Directors are currently 

providing the Office of Teaching Initiatives 

with the data needed to distribute 

assessment fee vouchers for the Content 

Specialty Tests (CSTs), Educating All 

Students (EAS) test, and edTPA. The 

vouchers will be distributed this fall after 

the data are collected from the institutions 

of higher education. 
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EDTPA PASSING SCORE INCREASING  

In June 2017, the edTPA Standard Setting Panel recommended new passing scores for the edTPA and a four-year phase-
in period for the new passing scores. The phase-in period began on January 1, 2018. According to the schedule, the edTPA 
passing scores will increase by one point on January 1, 2020.   
 
Candidates who submit their edTPA after December 5, 2019 will receive their score after January 1, 2020 when the new 
passing scores apply. The passing scores will then increase by one point for a final time on January 1, 2022. The passing 
scores effective January 1, 2020 and January 1, 2022 are posted on the Office of Teaching Initiatives website.  

EARLY LEARNING VIDEO SERIES  

The New York State Education Department (NYSED) Office of Early 
Learning is excited to announce the release of the Early Learning Video 
Series: A Guide for Educators Serving Children in Prekindergarten 
through 2nd Grade. NYSED values play as an instructional strategy in 
the early childhood classroom. This video series includes examples of 
purposeful play-based instructional strategies that assist students in 
developing critical foundational skills. Each of these videos includes:  
 

• A comprehensive view of the classroom environment; 

• Individual learning areas that are arranged appropriately for the age of the students; 

• Examples of learning centers, including: Science, Writing, Dramatic Play, Math, Outdoor Play, Sensory, Arts, Music 
and Movement, and Blocks and Building;  

• Teacher descriptions and explanations about the implementation of learning centers, including: the reasoning 
behind changing centers throughout the year, adding purposeful materials, and thematic changes; 

• Teachers and staff interacting with students at each learning center, and students working independently and in 
small groups;  

• Whole class instruction with interactions between students and staff; and 

• Teacher reflections on lessons or center interaction, including connections to curriculum and assessment.  
 

Administrators and faculty in programs preparing candidates for Early Childhood Education and Childhood Education 
certification are encouraged to view and share these resources. Your candidates will find these resources valuable as 
they begin to reflect on how to best serve children in prekindergarten through second grade classrooms. 
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