
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
89 Washington Ave., Room 128, EB 
Albany, New York 12234 

December 14, 2022 

TO: BOCES District Superintendents 
School District Superintendents  
School District Business Officers 
Charter School Leaders 

FROM: Phyllis D. Morris, Chief Financial Officer  

RE: Updated U.S. Department of Education (USDE) Frequently Asked Questions on 
Use of Federal Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER)  
and Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Funds 

Attached and online, please find an updated Frequently Asked Questions document issued by 
USDE on allowable uses of federal ESSER and GEER funding provided under the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act and the Coronavirus Response and Relief 
Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act, and federal ESSER funding provided under the 
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act. 

New Q and A E-3.d. “How long may ESSER or GEER-funded activities continue after the liquidation 
period?” suggests that pre-payment for services that extend beyond the liquidation period may be 
allowable, subject to State Educational Agency (SEA) approval.  The New York State Education 
Department (NYSED) has not allowed use of ESSER and GEER funding for such pre-payments 
and our position remains unchanged.  As USDE’s document states, “Generally, it is not good 
stewardship of Federal funds or prudent business practice to prepay for services that will extend 
many years into the future.” 

Please direct questions to CARESAct@nysed.gov . 

Attachment 

cc: Commissioner Betty A. Rosa 
Sharon Cates-Williams 
Jim Baldwin 
Jason Harmon 
Theresa Billington 
Erica Meaker 
Ed Lenart 

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2022/12/ESSER-and-GEER-Use-of-Funds-FAQs-December-7-2022-Update.pdf
mailto:CARESAct@nysed.gov



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		updated-usde-memo-esser-geer-faq-12-14-22.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Ron Gill, ron.gill@nysed.gov


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


