SAMPLE 
Annual Assessment Talking Points 

· All students must be prepared for success in college and careers. 

· Whether they want to go to college or straight into the workplace, students need to be able to think critically and solve complex problems. With these tools, students have more choices about their futures and can make the most of their opportunities.

· The State adopted more rigorous learning standards in 2010 to help ensure that students graduate ready to handle college coursework and 21st century careers. We began administering tests aligned to these higher standards in 2013. 

· The test results are only one of several indicators of student performance. However, they provide objective information about how students are progressing toward the higher learning standards.

· Parents have the right to know whether their children are gaining the knowledge and skills they need to succeed beyond high school. 

· Tests objectively inform parents and teachers about their students’ progress compared to other students across the state. 
· Annual assessments are also used to help ensure that traditionally underserved students—students receiving special education or ESL services, students from low-income communities, or students of color—are not overlooked.

· Currently, time spent taking the annual State tests in ELA and math only accounts for about 1% of the academic year for students in grades 3-8. No additional statewide exams were added since the adoption of the higher learning standards in 2010.

· This summer, the State released the scores from the 2015 3-8 ELA and Math Tests. This was the third year that students took assessments aligned to the more rigorous college and career readiness learning standards.
· Overall, scores moved up incrementally. 
· [INSERT BRIGHT SPOT IN STUDENT DATA THAT IS SPECIFIC TO DISTRICT.]

· Teachers across the district and state must be supported through enhanced professional development to help them continue the transition to the higher learning standards and strengthen instruction.

· Teachers are the experts about what is happening in their classrooms and are an invaluable resource for parents. Parents are encouraged to reach out to their child’s teacher with any questions they have about their child’s test results or academic progress.

· State Education Commissioner MaryEllen Elia said she is committed to improving the testing program and making the annual tests for grades 3-8 as short as possible. She has/will:
· Announced that the 2016 ELA and math tests for all grades will have fewer questions;
· Contracted with a new test provider; 
· Double the number of teachers involved in developing future tests; and 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Help districts as they begin to implement computer-based testing, which will eventually lead to reduced testing time and faster results.
