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• Examine characteristics of Novice, 
Intermediate and Advanced levels of the ACTFL 
Proficiency Guidelines.

• Identify four elements of proficiency

• Contrast language proficiency with language 
performance.

• Identify appropriate proficiency targets for 
world language classes.

During this session, participants will:



Benchmarks of Proficiency
Checkpoint A – one “unit” of study–

graduation requirement

Checkpoint B – three ”units” of study 
advanced diploma requirement choice

Checkpoint C – five “units” of study
commencement level 



What is ”proficiency”

ACTFL: 
“a description of what individuals can do 
with language in terms of speaking, writing, 
listening, and reading in real-world 
situations in a spontaneous and non-
rehearsed context.” 



Inverted Pyramid Representing the 
ACTFL Rating Scale



ACTFL Proficiency Descriptors
Novice

self

the parrot 

Intermediate

daily life

the survivor 

Advanced

community

the reporter 

Superior

world

the judge 



ACTFL Proficiency Descriptors

Novice:
Memorized expressions (formulaic language)  
Word level discourse
Responds, usually does not initiate.

Intermediate: 
Create with language
Sentence level discourse
Formulate questions; initiates

Advanced: 
Control time frame
Paragraph level discourse
Handles complications

Low

Middle

High

Low

Middle

High

Low

Middle

High



What are the elements of proficiency?

F. Function

A.

C.

T.

Accuracy

Context

Text Type





Proficiency vs. Performance

Proficiency

• on demand

• no rehearsal

• no scaffolds

Performance

• practice or 
drafting

• scaffolds

• feedback and 
revision





https://casls.uoregon.edu/wp-
content/themes/caslstheme/pdfs/tenquestions/TBQProficiencyResults.pdf

What Proficiency Level Do High School Students Achieve?
-based on ~13,000 – 16,500 student test results on proficiency tests

https://casls.uoregon.edu/wp-content/themes/caslstheme/pdfs/tenquestions/TBQProficiencyResults.pdf


Identifying Proficiency Targets  

Checkpoint A: Year 1 – Novice Mid

Checkpoint A: Year 2 – Novice High

Checkpoint B: Intermediate Low

Checkpoint C: Intermediate Mid/High

https://casls.uoregon.edu/wp-
content/themes/caslstheme/pdfs/tenquestions/TBQProficiencyResults.pdf

What Proficiency Level Do High School Students Achieve?
-based on ~13,000 – 16,500 student test results on proficiency tests

Grade 7 – 12 – Romance Languages

https://casls.uoregon.edu/wp-content/themes/caslstheme/pdfs/tenquestions/TBQProficiencyResults.pdf






Bookmark this site!
What does proficiency sound like?

ACTFL YouTube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiBeZ

AsXz-RvyL67GJzzlRw

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiBeZAsXz-RvyL67GJzzlRw
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