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Can Do Statements:  A Self-Assessment 
Self-Assessment for Can-Do Statements and IPAs in Use 

 
 
Answer the following questions on a scale of 1-5, where 1 equals strongly disagree and  
4 equals strongly agree. 
 
 
 1-strongly disagree    2-disagree              3-agree  4-strongly agree 
 
 
1  2  3  4   I am familiar with Can Do Statements. 
 
 
1  2  3  4 I have used Can Do Statements in my classes. 
 
 
1  2  3  4   I have a clear understanding of the level of proficiency that I want my 

students to achieve at the conclusion of the semester, academic  year, etc. 
 
 
1  2  3  4   I can express this level in terms of State and/or professional standards:   

Novice (low, mid, high) Intermediate (low, mid, high), Advanced (low, mid, 
high). 

 
 
1  2  3  4   I design my assessments first and align them with my goals for my students. 
 
 
1  2  3  4   Students leave my course believing that they can use the target language for 

real-world purposes. 
 
 
1  2  3  4   I am familiar with Integrated Performance Assessments (IPAs) and I have 

used them in my classes. 
 
 
1  2  3  4   My goals for my students determine the type of assessments (both formative 

and summative) that I create/administer. 
 
 

 



The New ACTFL Can Dos…      

INTERPERSONAL MODE:  PROFICIENCY BENCHMARKS 
 

NOVICE INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED 
I can communicate in spontaneous spoken, written, or 
signed conversations on both very familiar and everyday 
topics, using a variety of practiced or memorized words, 
phrases, simple sentences, and questions. 

I can participate in spontaneous spoken, written, 
or signed conversations on familiar topics, creating 
sentences and series of sentences to ask and 
answer a variety of questions. 

I can maintain spontaneous spoken, written, or signed 
conversations and discussions across various time frame  
on familiar, as well as unfamiliar, concrete topics, using 
series of connected sentences and probing questions. 

 

INTERPERSONAL MODE:  PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERM LOW INTERM MID INTERM HIGH ADVANCED LOW 
How can I exchange information and ideas in conversations? 

I can provide 
information by 
answering a few 
simple questions 
on very familiar 
topics, using 
practiced or 
memorized words 
and phrases, with 
the help of ges-
tures or visuals. 

I can request and 
provide information 
by asking and an- 
swering a few 
simple questions on 
very familiar and 
every-day topics, 
using a mixture of 
practiced or 
memorized words, 
phrases, and simple 
sentences.  

I can request and 
provide information 
by asking and 
answering practiced 
and some original 
questions on familiar 
and everyday topics, 
using simple 
sentences most of the 
time.  

I can request and 
provide information 
in conversations on 
familiar topics by 
creating simple 
sentences and asking 
appropriate follow-
up questions. 

I can exchange 
information in 
conversations on 
familiar topics and 
some researched 
topics, creating 
sentences and series 
of sentences and 
asking a variety of 
follow-up questions. 

I can exchange information in 
conversations and some 
discussions on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete 
topics that I have researched, 
using connected sentences that 
may combine to form 
paragraphs and asking a variety 
of questions, often across 
various time frames. 

I can exchange 
information and ideas 
in discussions on a 
variety of familiar and 
concrete academic an  
social topics, using a 
few simple paragraph  
across major time 
frames. 

How can I meet my needs or address situations in conversations? 
I can express 
some basic needs, 
using practiced or 
memorized words 
and phrases, with 
the help of 
gestures or 
visuals. 

I can express basic 
needs related to 
familiar and 
everyday activities, 
using a mixture of 
practiced or 
memorized words, 
phrases, simple 
sentences and 
questions. 

I can interact with 
others to meet my 
basic needs related to 
routine everyday 
activities, using simple 
sentences and 
questions most of the 
time. 

I can interact with 
others to meet my 
basic needs in 
familiar situations by 
creating simple 
sentences and asking 
appropriate follow-
up questions 

I can interact with 
others to meet my 
needs in a variety of 
familiar situations, 
creating sentences and 
series of sentences 
and asking a variety of 
follow-up questions. 

I can interact with others to 
meet my needs in a variety of 
situations, sometimes involving 
a complication, using connected 
sentences that may combine to 
form paragraphs and asking a 
variety of questions, often 
across various time frames. 

I can interact and 
negotiate to resolve a  
unexpected 
complication that 
arises in a familiar 
situation, using a few 
simple paragraphs 
across major time 
frames. 

How can I express, react to, and support preferences and opinions in conversations? 
I can express 
basic preferences 
or feelings, using 
practiced or 
memorized words 
and phrases, with 
the help of 
gestures or 
visuals. 

I can express my 
own preferences or 
feelings and react to 
those of others, 
using a mixture of 
practiced or 
memorized words, 
phrases, simple 
sentences, and 
questions. 

I can express, ask 
about, and react to 
preferences, feel-ings, 
or opinions on familiar 
topics,  
using simple 
sentences most of the 
time and asking 
questions to keep the 
conversation on topic. 

I can express, ask 
about, and react with 
some details to 
preferences, feelings, 
or opinions on 
familiar topics, by 
creating simple 
sentences and asking 
appropriate follow-
up questions. 

I can exchange 
preferences, feelings, 
or opinions and 
provide basic advice 
on a variety of familiar 
topics, creating 
sentences and series 
of sentences and 
asking a variety of 
follow-up questions. 

I can explain preferences, 
opinions, and emotions and 
provide advice on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete 
topics that I have researched, 
using connected sentences that 
may combine to form 
paragraphs and asking a variety 
of questions, often across 
various time frames. 

I can maintain conver
sations by providing 
explanations and 
comparisons of 
preferences, opinions  
and advice on familiar 
and concrete academi  
and social topics usin  
a few simple 
paragraphs across 
major time frames. 

  



The New ACTFL Can Dos…      

 

PRESENTATIONAL MODE:  PROFICIENCY BENCHMARKS 
 

 NOVICE  INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED 
I can present information on both very familiar and 
everyday topics using a variety of practiced or 
memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences 
through spoken, written, or signed language. 

I can communicate information, make presentations, 
and express my thoughts about familiar topics, using 
sentences and series of connected sentences through 
spoken, written, or signed language. 

I can deliver detailed and organized presentations on 
familiar as well as unfamiliar concrete topics, in 
paragraphs and using various time frames through 
spoken, written, or signed language. 

 

PRESENTATIONAL MODE:  PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERM LOW INTERM MID INTERM HIGH ADVANCED LOW 
How can I present information to narrate about my life, experiences, and events? 

I can introduce 
myself using 
practiced or 
memorized words 
and phrases, with 
the help of 
gestures or visuals. 

I can present 
information about 
myself, my interests 
and my activities using 
a mixture of practiced 
or memorized words, 
phrases and simple 
sentences. 

I can present 
personal information 
about my life and 
activities, using 
simple sentences 
most of the time. 

I can present 
personal 
information about 
my life, activities 
and events, using 
simple sentences. 

I can tell a story 
about my life, 
activities, events and 
other social 
experiences, using 
sentences and series 
of connected 
sentences. 

I can tell stories about 
school and community 
events and personal 
experiences, using a 
few short paragraphs, 
often across various 
time frames. 

I can tell stories 
about school and 
community events 
and personal 
experiences, using 
paragraphs across 
major time frames. 

How can I present information to give a preference, opinion or persuasive argument? 
I can express my 
likes and dislikes 
using practiced or 
memorized words 
and phrases, with 
the help of 
gestures or visuals. 

I can express my likes 
and dislikes on very 
familiar and everyday 
topics of interest, 
using a mixture of 
practiced or 
memorized words, 
phrases and simple 
sentences 

I can express my 
preferences on 
familiar and everyday 
topics of interest, 
using simple 
sentences most of the 
time. 

I can express my 
preferences on 
familiar and 
everyday topics of 
interest and explain 
why I feel that way, 
using simple 
sentences. 

I can state my 
viewpoint about 
familiar topics and 
give some reasons to 
support it, using 
sentences and series 
of connected 
sentences. 

I can state my 
viewpoint on familiar 
or researched topics 
and provide reasons to 
support it, using a few 
short paragraphs, 
often across various 
time frames. 

I can state a 
viewpoint with 
supporting evidence 
on some concrete 
academic, social and 
professional topics of 
interest using 
paragraphs across 
major time frames. 

How can I present information to inform, describe, or explain? 
I can name very 
familiar people, 
places, and objects 
using practiced or 
memorized words 
and phrases, with 
the help of 
gestures or visuals. 

I can present on very 
familiar and everyday 
topics using a mixture 
of practiced or 
memorized words, 
phrases and simple 
sentences. 

I can present on 
familiar and everyday 
topics, using simple 
sentences most of the 
time. 

I can present on 
familiar and 
everyday topics, 
using simple 
sentences. 

I can give 
straightforward 
presentations on a 
variety of familiar 
topics and some 
concrete topics I have 
researched, using 
sentences and series 
of connected 
sentences. 

I can give detailed 
presentations on a 
variety of familiar 
topics and some 
concrete topics I have 
researched, using a 
few short paragraphs, 
often across various 
time frames. 

I can deliver 
presentations on 
some concrete 
academic, social and 
professional topics of 
interest, using 
paragraphs across 
major time frames. 

  



The New ACTFL Can Dos…      

 

INTERPRETIVE MODE:  PROFICIENCY BENCHMARKS 
 

NOVICE INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED 
I can identify the general topic and some basic 
information in both very familiar and everyday 
contexts by recognizing practiced or memorized 
words, phrases, and simple sentences in texts that are 
spoken, written, or signed. 

I can understand the main idea and some pieces of 
information on familiar topics from sentences and 
series of connected sentences within texts that are 
spoken, written, or signed. 

I can understand the main message and supporting 
details on a wide variety of familiar and general 
interest topics across various time frames from 
complex, organized texts that are spoken, written, or 
signed. 

 

INTERPRETIVE MODE:  PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERM LOW INTERM MID INTERM HIGH ADVANCED LOW 
What can I understand, interpret or analyze in authentic informational texts that I hear, read or view? 

I can identify 
memorized or 
familiar words 
when they are 
supported by 
gestures or visuals 
in informational 
texts. 

I can identify some 
basic facts from 
memorized or familiar 
words and phrases 
when they are 
supported by gestures 
or visuals in 
informational texts. 

I can identify the 
topic and some 
isolated facts from 
simple sentences in 
informational texts. 

I can identify the 
topic and related 
information from 
simple sentences in 
short informational 
texts.  

I can understand the 
main idea and key 
information in short 
straightforward 
informational texts.  

I can usually follow 
the main message in 
various time frames 
in straightforward, 
and sometimes 
descriptive, 
paragraph-length 
informational texts.  

I can identify the 
underlying message 
and some supporting 
details across major 
time frames in 
descriptive 
informational texts. 

What can I understand, interpret or analyze in authentic fictional texts that I hear, read or view? 
I can identify 
memorized or 
familiar words 
when they are 
supported by 
gestures or visuals 
in fictional texts. 

I can identify some 
basic facts from 
memorized or familiar 
words and phrases 
when they are 
supported by gestures 
or visuals in fictional 
texts. 

I can identify the 
topic and some 
isolated elements 
from simple 
sentences in short 
fictional texts. 

I can identify the 
topic and related 
information from 
simple sentences in 
short fictional texts. 

I can understand the 
main idea and key 
information in short 
straightforward 
fictional texts. 

I can usually follow 
the main story and 
actions expressed in 
various time frames 
in paragraph-length 
fictional texts. 

I can follow the main 
story and some 
supporting detail 
across major time 
frames in fictional 
texts. 

What can I understand, interpret or analyze in conversations and discussions that I hear, read or view, in which I am not a participant? 
I can understand 
memorized or 
familiar words 
when they are 
supported by 
gestures or visuals 
in conversations. 

I can identify some 
basic facts from 
memorized or familiar 
words and phrases 
when they are 
supported by gestures 
or visuals in 
conversations. 

I can understand 
familiar questions and 
statements from 
simple sentences in 
conversations. 

I can identify the 
main idea in short 
conversations. 

I can identify the 
main idea and key 
information in short 
straightforward 
conversations. 

I can usually 
understand the main 
idea and flow of 
events expressed in 
various time frames 
in conversations and 
discussions. 

I can understand the 
main message and 
some supporting 
details across major 
time frames in 
conversations and 
discussions. 

 



Preparing for an IPA
Name ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Integrated Performance Assessment:   
http://www.bahia-principe.com/es/hoteles/riviera-maya/resort-tulum/ 

Scaffolding activities for Interpretive Skills: Crossing Thematic Units 

Interpretive Tasks 

Read the web pages and answer the following questions. 

Sports and Golf 

1. Name 6 sports activities offered:  
 _______________________  ________________________ 
 _______________________  ________________________ 
 _______________________  ________________________ 
     
      2.  What can you see/do at the dolphinarium? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Accommodations 
 
      3. Describe the room.   _________________________________________________ 
 
      4.  What furniture is in the room?  
 ______________________  __________________________ 
 ______________________  __________________________ 
 
      5.  Indicate any amenities such as views, balconies, etc.  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Restaurants/dining 
 
      6.  What kind of attire is required at the restaurants? _____________________________ 
 
      7.  Select 3 restaurants you would be interested in trying and indicate why. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



Document on Resorts…



Document on Resorts…
 



Document on Resorts…



Document on Resorts…



Document on Resorts…
RESORT REVIEWS  

 
 

Erin A 
74 

Reviewed 2 weeks ago via mobile 
Highly recommend 5 star hotel 
We first came to this hotel in august 2017for our honeymoon despite it being hurricane season we 
had an amazing time. Staff were really helpful and accommodating and very friendly. It truly was like 
waking up in paradise every day. Rooms cleaned daily and fridge refilled. We arrived to a on 
honeymoon banner on our door, rose petals in a heart on our bed and champagne on ice. We were 
treated like royalty with romantic meals and love heart cakes especially made for us and daily treats 
left in our room. We are so excited to be returning on the 25th of april 2019 for my husbands 50th 
birthday. I could notrecommend this hotel more especially for a truly magical honeymoon 
 

Robert S 
Barrie, Canada 

159 
Reviewed 2 weeks ago via mobile 
Worst resort ever 
Don’t expect to get the la cart dinners you want. Arrived today and the la cart restaurants that I 
wanted to eat at are all booked.. yes I just here and it is not even the busy season.  
The buildings are inland and no ocean view or really any view. Sit on patio and look at another 
building. Sucks.  
As for the beach. It is dirty and they don’t clean up the beaches for the day like other resorts do.  
The rooms are dated and run down.  
The people that I talked to about this matter doesn’t really care.. and was rude about it..  
For the money book another location!! You will be disappointed at this one.  
How they got 4.5 stars I don’t know.. it is maybe on the high side 3.5.. I will never come back to this 
resort and this is only my first day here.. 
 

 
Wiganal21 

2333 
Reviewed 2 weeks ago 
Wonderful. Relaxed. Fun. 
Had a great time at the Tulum resort. Rooms are large, clean and cool. Staff are fantastic, never too 
much trouble to help you. Highlights are the beach, the lobby bars and the hacienda. Special note to 
the Don Pablo restaurant, amazing food, respectful staff and a fantastic dining experience 
 



IPA for an Item from a FLACS Exam

                       

   
 

FLACS CHECKPOINT A SPANISH EXAM 2018 
 

26. Task: READ to WRITE:  You have just spent a few days visiting Barcelona and are planning to 
visit your e-Pal in Madrid. Using the documents provided for you; write a note to your friend about 
your upcoming visit. You may include the following suggestions in your note or use your own ideas. 
 

• greet your friend 
• let him/her know what train you will be taking from Barcelona to Madrid including the date 

and time your train arrives 
• choose at least two activities you would like to do while at the Parque del Retiro 
• let your friend know other places you would like to visit or things you would like to do during 

your visit to Madrid 
• express why you prefer these activities 

 

         
30 junio 2018 

 
       Salida  Llegada   

         Alta velocidad    09.00  11.45             
        Media Alta velocidad  09.13  17.03             
         Larga distancia   09.33  15.48             
         Alta velocidad   10.00  13.10             
         Alta velocidad   11.00  13.45   
                 Larga distancia Alta velocidad 11.00  17.03   
           
         
 
 
 
 
  



Creating an IPA from a FLACS Exam Item

Interpretive Interpersonal Presentational

Task embedded in Item Task embedded in Item



FLACS Checkpoint A Spanish Exam 2018

Can Do Statements for this IPA:
Interpretive Interpersonal Presentational



Sample IPAs from Dr. Jennifer Eddy



Sample IPAs from Dr. Jennifer Eddy



Call for Participation
Articulated Performance 

Assessment Task Exemplars

Please email exemplars to: 
Patricia.Lennon@qc.cuny.edu
Or Jennifer.Eddy@qc.cuny.edu

NYSED Curriculum Initiative
Dr. Pat Lennon, Curriculum Specialist
Dr. Jennifer Eddy, Project Director/PI

World Languages NYS 
In the 21st Century

mailto:Patricia.Lennon@qc.cuny.edu
mailto:Jennifer.Eddy@qc.cuny.edu
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