
#Authres 101:

Michelle Walpole

Finding & Embedding Authentic Resources in 
the World Language Classroom



¡Hola!
My name is Michelle 
Walpole. 
I am here because I love language 
teaching and I love to collaborate & share 
ideas! 

You can find me at @SrtaWalpole on 
Instagram & Twitter  
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GOALS FOR TODAY’S SESSION

◆ Review the concept of an authent ic 
res ource &  authentic lea rning

◆ Explore the #authres  proces s  
◆ Bring hom e concrete exam ples  to us e in  

your clas s room
◆ HAVE FUN!  
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“You want to teach for 40 years. You do 
not want to teach the same year 40 

times.” 
-Matt Frahm, Superintendent of Naples CSD 
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What is #authres? 
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What is #authres? 
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“authentic texts as materials which 
are designed for native speakers; 
they are real text; designed not for 
language students, but for the 
speakers of the language”



Why I personally use #authres:

● products, pract ices, &  perspect ives
● engaging and interested
● Students can see when/ where language is used
● Students can learn about the culture WITH the language
● Reinforcement of vocabulary in context
● Teach important concepts that I might not be an expert  

on 
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“authentic resources are 
only as valuable as the 
language acquisition that 
they foster”

1. Do not exclude resources because they are not 
#authres!

2. If students are frustrated & confused, they will 
not learn! Scaffold scaffold scaffold!

Martina Bex, 2014
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Readers are pathways to 
learning more from 
#authres



“
“Grammatical errors are less likely to 

offend than committing cultural 
gaffes.”

~Ali Moeller
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How can I incorporate 
#authres into my classroom 

in a meaningful way? 
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Investigate Interact

Introduce

By Martina Bex in “Inspired Proficiency Podcast” 



EXAMPLE: “Robarte un Beso” 
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Introduce: 
● Ask students questions about love, 

stealing, etc to practice vocabulary
● Introduce Carlos Vives and Sebastian Yatra to 

practice basic vocabulary (physical description)
● Introduce the four situations BEFORE showing

video to peak interest 
Interact:
● Have students complete a “VEO VEO” activity when watching the video
● Match English parts to Spanish song 

Investigate: 
● Discuss concept of a vallenato, school uniforms in Latin America
● Match what happened to people in the story 
● Retell 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mtau4v6foHA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mtau4v6foHA


EXAMPLE: “Benefits of Commuting by Bike to Work ” 
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Introduce: 
● Review vocabulary such as to go, bicycling, 

transportation 
● Use www.jigsawplanet.com to have students 

construct infographic
Interact:
● Give students a couple minutes to read over with 

a group to get  the gist
● Complete True or False Activity with pairs 

Investigate: 
● Talk to each other about how we get to work
● Compare how we get to work versus the 

infographic, talking about advantages / 
disadvantages 

http://www.jigsawplanet.com


¿Cierto o Falso? - Marker Game
● Take 2 minutes to read over and study the 

infographic: Benefits of Commuting by Bike to Work
● If what I say is FALSE, grab the marker. (2 points for 

correct, -1 for incorrect) 
1. On average, Americans spend 25 minutes a 

day driving to work. 
2. Public transportation makes you ten times 

as likely to get sick.
3. On average, people lose 10 pounds the 

first year biking to work. 
4. Biking to work helps people save money. 

https://www.bikingreviews.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Benefits-of-Commuting-by-Bike-to-Work-Infographic.jpg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xG2aJa6UyY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xG2aJa6UyY


Rock Paper Scissors
1… 2… 3…. ¡DALE!

1. Do you like riding your bike? 
2. Do you prefer to walk or ride your bike?  
3. Do you have a bike? Describe it. 
4. How old were you when you learned to ride your bike? 
5. How do you get to school? 
6. What is the best weather for a day to ride your bicycle?



FUN, CREATIVE, & 
MEANINGFUL WAYS TO 
IMPLEMENT #authres IN 

YOUR CLASSROOM 



#1: Introduce a unit



#2: Infographic Gallery Walk

Twitter Post 

https://twitter.com/SrtaWalpole/status/991667201999589376


#3: Puzzles 
Jigsaw Planet (digital) or paper puzzles!  



#4: Warm Ups



#5: Create your own  

Twitter Link

https://twitter.com/SrtaWalpole/status/959533616211681281


Twitter Link 

Twitter Link 

https://twitter.com/SrtaWalpole/status/997190741259702277
https://twitter.com/SrtaWalpole/status/997107609290321920




#5: Teaching Grammar in 
Context 

Twitter Link

https://twitter.com/SrtaWalpole/status/968491851169792001


#6: Art Gallery Info Gap
Izquierda, derecha, delante, detrás, 
Cerca, y lejos, pero algo más
Abajo, arriba, enfrente, encima
entre , al lado, ¡y ya! 

Twitter 
Link

https://twitter.com/SrtaWalpole/status/920644512166371328


#7: Integrating all modes 

Interpretive - reading & answering questions 
from multiple sources
Interpersonal - talking with a friend and 
ordering a sandwich together
Presentational - writing a short note / text to a 
parent with the sandwich order. 



#8:  Humor



#9: Song Lyrics 

● Live Lyrics 
● Put them in order
● Fill in the blanks 
● Sillas Musicales (without 

elimination)
● Reading & Interpretation
● Connecting the culture from video
● www.lyricstraining.com

http://www.lyricstraining.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K11ovnm4NHg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K11ovnm4NHg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdN0rdQGmLc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdN0rdQGmLc


#10: Music Videos

Using authentic videos to create stories, 
activities that are comprehensible for students 
with activities designed at their level 



#11: Artwork



#12: Passwords



#13: Movement & Interactions 

De Habana viene un 
barco cargado de...

Tingo Tingo Tango



#14: Teaching Empathy



#15: #authres Output 
1. All students read the same 

infographic
2. In pairs or small groups, students list 

facts or information from the 
infographic in sentences 

3. One group reads their facts 
4. If fact is recreated by another group, it 

is discounted and gets zero points
5. Groups earn points by having unique 

and accurate information 



#16: Simulation Activities
Airport Simulation with 
#authres embedded (signs, 
tickets, customs form, flight 
safety video) 



#17: Making inferences



#18: Comparing communities
After listening to “Si quieres, puedes” by Sebastian Yatra, 
novice students compared El Chocó, Colombia to Naples, New 
York.



#19: YouTube
Students can watch 
instructional videos, 
video game videos, 
commercials, and 
more! 

Slow down the audio 
using the bottom right 
corner of the video. 



#20: Videogames



How do I create 
interpretive tasks? 
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A list of ways for students to INTERACT with tasks, 
depending on proficiency level 

● True or False 
● Jum bled pictures  or s entences  
● Put a  s eries  of events  in  order
● Outline /  pa rt ia l out line 
● Short  res pons e ques t ions  
● Check off a  lis t  
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Not ready to 
make your own? 
These are 
already made 
for you, and can 
be used for any 
interpretive 
listening or 
reading 
#authres! 



Where do I find 
my own #authres? 



Choosing a ‘Just  Right ’ 
authent ic resource

1. What is the rat io of known to unknown 
vocabulary &  structure? (80/ 20)

2. Does it  t ie into your theme &  topic?
3. Is it  in context?
4. Does it  provide a ‘successful moment’ for 

your students? Mundo de 
Pepita, 201651

A “ Goldilocks”  Approach



Places to find #authres 
1. Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, social media
2. Pinterest 
3. News Websites 
4. Teaching Blogs
5. Google a topic! 
6. YouTube 
7. Around your local neighborhood! 



#authres Resources for SPANISH: 

● Zachary Jones - Zambombazo http://zachary-jones.com/zambombazo/
● Mis Clases Locas blog

http://misclaseslocas.blogspot.com/
● Pictoline on Twitter

https://twitter.com/pictoline
● Martina Bex - The Comprehensive Classroom

https://martinabex.com/
● Creative Language Class 

http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/
● World Language Classroom 

https://wlclassroom.com/
● Spanish Playground  http://spanishplayground.net/
● Kara Jacobs http://ceauthres.com
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http://zachary-jones.com/zambombazo/
http://misclaseslocas.blogspot.com/
https://twitter.com/pictoline
https://martinabex.com/
http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/
https://wlclassroom.com/
http://spanishplayground.net/
http://ceauthres.com


#authres Resources for SPANISH continued: 

● Señorita Walpole’s Pinterest Board https://www.pinterest.com/srtawalpole/
● Spanish Language Pinterest Board  - Leslie Grahn - Memes & Jokes 

https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-text-spanish-memes-
and-quotes/

● Spanish Language Pinterest Board - Leslie Grahn - Commercials & Short 
Videos https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-text-spanish-
commercials-and-short-video/

● Document from previous presentation 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Avt-
FTD1c0ArVJ2n9Bd4sryoyx13EzzQe6BV_6DW8X4/edit?usp=sharing

● Podcast: http://radioambulante.org/en/
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https://www.pinterest.com/srtawalpole/
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-text-spanish-memes-and-quotes/
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-text-spanish-commercials-and-short-video/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Avt-FTD1c0ArVJ2n9Bd4sryoyx13EzzQe6BV_6DW8X4/edit?usp=sharing
http://radioambulante.org/en/


#authres Resources for French: (or at least a 
start!) ● Lyrics Training - French https://lyricstraining.com/fr/

● Pinterest Board - French https://www.pinterest.com/csctfl/french-teacher-
favorites/

● Food Authentic Resources for French, German, & Italian 
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/food-authentic-resources-french-
german-italian/

● The French Corner ://www.thefrenchcorner.net/2015/02/finding-and-using-
authres-with-novice.html

● https://mmefarab.wordpress.com/2016/08/02/authres-august/
● http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/etincelles/
● https://talesfromthesalledeclasse.wordpress.com/category/authres/page/

2/
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https://lyricstraining.com/fr/
https://www.pinterest.com/csctfl/french-teacher-favorites/
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/food-authentic-resources-french-german-italian/
http://www.thefrenchcorner.net/2015/02/finding-and-using-authres-with-novice.html
https://mmefarab.wordpress.com/2016/08/02/authres-august/
http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/etincelles/
https://talesfromthesalledeclasse.wordpress.com/category/authres/page/2/


#authres Resources for French: (or at least a 
start!) ● University of Minnesota - French Classroom Resources 

http://carla.umn.edu/resources/teaching/french.html
● CEFR Pinterest Board https://www.pinterest.com/michelinepg/cefr-

authentic-resources/
● French Mosaic https://casls.uoregon.edu/mosaic/FRN_mosaic.php
● news,weather, cartoons  https://monquotidien.playbacpresse.fr/
● teaching resources/units with embedded authentic resources 

http://www.bonjourdefrance.com/
● podcasts, with scripts, & some handouts 

https://www.podcastfrancaisfacile.com/podcast/chez-le-docteur.html

56

http://carla.umn.edu/resources/teaching/french.html
https://www.pinterest.com/michelinepg/cefr-authentic-resources/
https://casls.uoregon.edu/mosaic/FRN_mosaic.php
https://monquotidien.playbacpresse.fr/
http://www.bonjourdefrance.com/
https://www.podcastfrancaisfacile.com/podcast/chez-le-docteur.html


#authres Resources for Chinese:

● Chinese Language Pinterest Board 
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-text-chinese/

● Chinese Ohio Department of Education
● http://carla.umn.edu/resources/teaching/chinese.html
● http://kid.chinese.cn/en/article/
● Creative Language Class http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/authres-

chinese/
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https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-text-chinese/
http://carla.umn.edu/resources/teaching/chinese.html
http://kid.chinese.cn/en/article/
http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/authres-chinese/


#authres Resources for ASL, Latin, and other 
languages: 

● American Sign Language Pinterest Board 
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/american-sign-language-resources/

● Latin Language Pinterest Board  
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-resources-latin/
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https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/american-sign-language-resources/
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-resources-latin/


#authres Resources for German: (or at least a 
start!)

● Leslie Grahn Pinterest Board for Memes & Jokes in German 
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-text-german-memes-and-
quotes/

● Leslie Grahn Pinterest Board for Commericals & Videos in German 
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-text-german-commercials-
and-short-videos/

● http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/funken/
● Pinterest Board for German #authres 

https://www.pinterest.com/csctfl/german-teacher-favorites/
● Food Authentic Resources for French, German, & Italian 

https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/food-authentic-resources-french-
german-italian/

59

https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-text-german-memes-and-quotes/
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/authentic-text-german-commercials-and-short-videos/
http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/funken/
https://www.pinterest.com/csctfl/german-teacher-favorites/
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/food-authentic-resources-french-german-italian/


#authres Resources for ALL languages: 

● Ohio Department of Education 
https://casls.uoregon.edu/mosaic/FRN_mosaic.php

● Leslie Grahn - Pinterest Board https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/
● Authentic Resources for World Language Teachers - Database by 

musicuentos 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19_kHZUCM9WOjVoEOJwXB1Wp5
K1jFsyDwLhrWY_uf5sA/edit#gid=0

● Mis Cositas Authentic Resources 
http://www.miscositas.com/authenticmaterials.html
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https://casls.uoregon.edu/mosaic/FRN_mosaic.php
https://www.pinterest.com/grahnforlang/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19_kHZUCM9WOjVoEOJwXB1Wp5K1jFsyDwLhrWY_uf5sA/edit#gid=0
http://www.miscositas.com/authenticmaterials.html


Some concluding 
thoughts...



#authres is 
NOT the only 
thing to use in
the classroom! 

Think of it as 
more as another 
tool in your 
toolbox of 
pedagogy. 
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#authres

#CI
Movie 
Talk

Project Based Learning

games

creativity

engagement

technology

Communicative 
activities empathy

90 % TL 

music
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Thanks!
Any quest ions?
You can find me at @SrtaWalpole on Twit ter or 
Instagram  &  mwalpole@naplescsd.org
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mailto:mwalpole@naplescsd.org
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LN9JavEQvQg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LN9JavEQvQg
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