
 

 

  
  
  
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
  

 
 

 

 

  
  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

THE STAATE EDUCATION DDEPARTMENT / THHE UNIVERSITY OF F THE STATE OF NEEW YORK / ALBANYY, NY 12234  

Deputy Coommissioner Tel: (518)474-5915 
Office of Instructional Suppoort Fax: (518)486-2233 
89 Washington Avenue – Ro om 875 EBA 
Albany, NNew York 12234 

Februarry 2017 

TO: District Superintendents 
Superintendentss of Schoolss 
Direcctors of Speecial Educattion 
School Administtrators of P ublic Schoools 
School Administtrators of N onpublic Scchools 
School Administtrators of C harter Schoools 
Chairrpersons of Committeees on Speccial Educatioon 

FROM: Angélica Infantee-Green 

SUBJECCT: Imporrtant Informmation Regaarding Channges to thee New York State Alterrnate 
Assesssment (NYYSAA) in Soocial Studiees and Scieence 

Pleaase be advvised that, beginningg with the 2017-18 sschool yeaar, the NYYSAA 
Programm will no lonnger include a Social Studies coomponent. TThe NYSAAA Assessmments 
in Engl ish Languaage Arts (ELA), Maathematics, and Scieence will ccontinue too be 
administtered. In adddition, for the 2017-18 school year and tthereafter, NYSAA-eligible 
studentss will be asssessed ussing the Dyynamic Leaarning Mapps (DLM) ccomputer-based 
assessmments for Sccience, as wwell as for ELA and MMathematicss. 

The goal of thee eliminatioon of the Social Studi es componnent is to reequire the least 
amount of testinng necesssary to provide acccurate infformation about stuudent 
achievemment, and to minimizee the instruuctional timme required to adminisster the NYYSAA 
Programm to studennts. As partt of the NYYSAA Proggram, studeents with severe cognnitive 
disabilities are asssessed on the NYSAAA Assessmments in EELA and MMathematicss (at 
Grades 3-8 and onnce at the ssecondary llevel), and in Science (at Gradess 4, 8 and once 
at the ssecondary llevel). Studdents particcipating in the NYSAAA Programm earn sepaarate 
and indeependent sccores on eaach NYSAAA Assessmeent. 

The discontinuuance of thhe NYSAA Assessme ent in Sociaal Studies wwill not imppede 
any NYSSAA-eligiblee student frrom attaininng the Skillls and Achiievement CCommencemment 
Credenttial Certificaate. In addiition, since the resultss of the Staate Assessments in SSocial 
Studies are not ussed for Statte or Federral accounttability purpposes, this discontinuance 
will not aaffect the a ccountabilitty status of a district oor school. 

The change inn assessingg Science wwith DLM wwill allow ffor the use of a compputer 
adaptivee testing program for Science, similar to tthe program already being useed by 
NYSAA--eligible stuudents for EELA and Maathematics.. In adaptivve testing, sstudents recceive 
testlets oof varying ddifficulty, deepending onn their answwers to the questions on the prevvious 



 
 

 

 
 

 

testlet. During the assessment administration, students have access to unique 
accessibility tools and supports to fit each student’s needs and preferences, which will 
result in an assessment that measures a greater depth and breadth of proficiency than 
in the past. Computer-administered assessments are also compatible with a wide range 
of technology-based assistive technology devices. The DLM computer-administered 
assessments in Science will be electronically scored and reported. 

In addition, this change will allow the administration window for the Science 
component to align with the administration window for ELA and Mathematics, which will 
be from March 14, 2018 to June 8, 2018. In having one computer-based test system 
for the complete NYSAA program, the amount of time and resources needed for 
educator training in order to administer the assessment will be reduced. In fall 2017, 
there will be one comprehensive training for all three content areas, reducing the 
amount of time that educators will be out of the classroom for training. 

If you have any questions concerning these changes, you may contact the Office of 
State Assessment at 518-474-5902 or emscassessinfo@nysed.gov. 
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