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Background and Instructions
Background 
Section 9-a of part A of chapter 56 of the laws of 2021, as amended by §5-a of part A of chapter 56 of the laws of 2022 requires, on or before July 1, 2022, every local

educational agency (LEA) receiving funding from the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding from the American Rescue Plan (ARP)

act of 2021 to post on its website and submit to the New York State Education Departent (NYSED) an updated plan of how such funds will be expended and how the

LEA will prioritized spending on non-recurring expenses as defined in section 9-a(1) of part A of chapter 56 of the laws of 2021. This updated plan must include: 

An analysis of public comment;

Goals and ratios for pupil support;

Detailed summaries of Investments in current year activities; and

Balance of funds spent in priority areas. 
  
In addition, Section 10-d of part A of chapter 56 of the laws of 2021, as amended by §5-b of part A of chapter 56 of the laws of 2022, requires school districts

receiving a foundation aid increase of more than 10% or $10,000,000 must create plans on how these funds will be used to address student performance and need.

These plans must be completed, submitted to the department, and posted to district websites prior to July 1 of 2021, 2022, and 2023. Each district subject to this

requirement is required to: 

Seek public comment from parents, teachers, and other stakeholders;

Take public comments into account in the development of the plan;

Include an analysis of public comments within the plan;

Describe in the plan how the foundation aid increase will be used, including portions of the increase used to address any of seven listed areas;

Post the plan on the district website; and

Submit the plan to the State Education Department in a form prescribed by the Department to be posted publicly. 
  
The list of school districts that are required to submit a plan aligned with the increase in foundation aid may be found in the "Foundation Aid and ARP Plan

Notification Guidance" memo located in the Documents library at the lower left of the application. It should be noted that this requirement does not obligate districts to

spend additional foundation aid funds in specific ways, but does require district seek public comment and share plans on how they intend to spend these additional

funds. Plans are required to cover only the foundation aid increase. The plan should not cover how the district intends to use its entire foundation aid

amount.  Describe in the plan how the foundation aid increase will be used, including portions of the increase used to address any of the following seven areas: 

Increasing graduation rates and eliminating the achievement gap;

Reducing class sizes;

Providing supports for students who are not meeting, or at risk of not meeting, state learning standards in core academic subject areas;

Addressing student social-emotional health;

Providing adequate resources to English language learners, students with disabilities; and students experiencing homelessness;

Goals and ratios for pupil support; and

Detailed summaries of investments in current year initiatives and balance of funds spent in priority areas. 
  
Instructions 

The State Budget Reporting and Foundation Aid Survey is due by July 1, 2022.

LEAs must complete all sections and are required to answer questions marked with a red asterisk.  If a required question has not been completed, the business
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portal will highlight it in red and the section of the application will be flagged.  The applicant will be unable to submit the application to NYSED for final

review if a required question remains unresolved.

The online application may only be submitted/certified by the chief school officer of the applicant LEA.  The designated superintendent (public school LEAs) 

or the chief executive officer, board of trustees president, or school employee designated by the board of trustees (charter school LEAs) are the only

administrators with the submit/certify rights necessary to successfully submit and certify a completed application for NYSED review.

LEAs are NOT REQUIRED to send hard copies of survey materials to the Department. 
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Use of Foundation Aid Increase

1. Please describe how the district plans to utilize funds provided by the foundation aid increase in the following

priority areas. If these funds will not be used for one of the priority areas listed below, please respond with “N/A.”

Key Goals, Metrics, or Ratios (250 words

or less)

Community Feedback Reflected (250

words or less)

New

Foundation Aid

Funds to

Support

Initiative ($)

Increasing graduation rates
and eliminating the
achievement gap

N/A N/A 0

Reducing class sizes
N/A N/A 0

Providing supports for students
who are not meeting, or at risk
of not meeting, state learning
standards in core academic
subject areas

Teacher PD to address student learning

loss, academic resources, data collecting

tools and measures

The importance of trained staff to

implement targeted, focused, and

dedicated academic interventions and

increased summer school opportunities

2406000

Addressing student social-
emotional health Additional social worker, intervention

strategy supports, mental health data

management system

Vital need for increased staffing, services,

skill-sets, supports, and management

systems for mental health interventions

70000

Providing adequate resources
to English language learners,
students with disabilities, and
students experiencing
homelessness

Co-Teachers, ELL teachers, translation

services, progress monitoring measures

With increased numbers of ELL, special

education, and homeless students, the

need for increased services, trained staff,

and interventions are vital

2026260

  
2. Please use the chart below to describe 'Other' priority areas not otherwise addressed in Item #1.  Click on "Add

Row" as applicable for additional prioroty areas.

Priority Area Key Goals, Metrics, or Ratios (250

words or less)

Community Feedback Reflected (250

words or less)

New

Foundation

Aid Funds

to Support

Initiative ($)

(No Response) (No Response) (No Response) (No

Response)  
Use of Foundation Aid Increase (Cont.)
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3. Please describe your analysis of public comment from parents, teachers, and other stakeholders on the plan. This
analysis should include the approach to outreach that was implemented and common recommendations or
suggestions. For recommendations not reflected in the plan above, what limitations or rationale led to the decision
to not include? (250 words or less)

The 2022-23 enacted New York State budget included a foundation aid increase of approximately $4.5 million or 42% over the 2021-22 budgeted

foundation aid amount. This increase is an effort to bring our district closer to our full foundation aid allocation, which is anticipated to occur in the

2023-24 school year.  In accordance with Section D10, and resulting from several small and whole-group stakeholder meetings (i.e., 4 budget

workshop meetings and a June 13, 2022 Board of Education meeting presenting and discussing the District's plan for the additional Foundation Aid)

comprised of faculty, parents, students, and school administrators, the proposed use of the funds will address student performance and need,

specifically in the following areas: (1) providing supports for students who are not meeting, or at risk of not meeting, state learning standards in core

academic subjects through research-based academic services, resources to address learning loss and gaps, academic and mental health data collection

measures and services, funding for an elementary STEM teacher, expanded summer school opportunities, and instructional technology tools;  (2)

addressing student social-emotional health by allocating funding for an additional social worker in the elementary schools and additional BOCES

social and emotional support services; and (3) providing adequate resources to English language learners and students with disabilities by expanding

the instructional co-teaching model at the high school, hiring additional ELL staff, increasing translation services, and implementing additional

progress monitoring measures (i.e., NWEA) to identify achievement gaps and learning loss.  
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American Rescue Plan (ARP) Spending Plan Reporting

1. Have you made changes to your approved ARP - ESSER application?

YES, the LEA has made changes to your approved ARP ESSER application.

NO, the LEA has not made changes to your approved ARP ESSER application.    
2. Please provide an analysis of public comment for the updated American Rescue Plan (ARP) - Elementary and

Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding.

The LEA (Syosset Central School District) did not make changes to the approved 2021-2022 American Rescue Plan (ARP) ESSER application.  The

public comment process for the approved ARP took place over a series of targeted consultant and constituent stakeholder group meeting and large,

whole-group meetings held throughout the months of July and August 2021 and continued throughout the 2021-2022 school year.  These meetings

consisted of representatives from the local government and school community, parent-representatives, students, teachers, administrators, support

personnel, bargaining units, and paraprofessionals.  During these meetings the parameters and specifics of the grant allocations and district-wide needs

were discussed and the degree to which they were being met were assessed.  The approved plan was shared with the Syosset Central

School District Board of Education and the greater school community at the September 2021 Board of Education Meeting.  Feedback and comments

were solicited and collected throughout the 2021-2022 school year from parents and community members via email and phone conversations.  Each

week, the District community newsletter was shared via email, apprising stakeholders of the status and details of specific implementation of individual

components of the plan, again offering opportunity for comment via email, phone, and in-person.  Monthly PTSA, BOE, faculty, student-cabinet, and

District leadership meetings, were used as forums for providing updates, status levels, and collection of feedback from stakeholders, in all areas

related to social emotional supports, student learning loss, instructional technology applications, subscriptions, and hardware, as well as student

learning and achievement.  The status, details, and updates related to the installation and operation of the Dedicated Outdoor Air Filtration System at

HBT Middle School were also shared with each stakeholder group.  The District website and the parent portal email offer additional opportunities for

parents, staff, and students to review the presentations and information related to the District's approved ARP ESSER application and to collect any

feedback they wish to offer.  
3. Please provide a description of program goals and per pupil teacher ratios for priorities supported by ARP -

ESSER funding.  Click on "Add Row" as needed to include additional program goals.

Program Goals Per Pupil Teacher Ratios (# :

#)

Social Emotional/Mental Health Services- (one) Social Worker: The elementary social worker will

provide emotional/behavioral support (in conjunction with the MTSS Plan) to elementary students whose

profiles are suggestive of academic, social, or emotional disengagement from school and/or the

community as a consequence of the pandemic. Moreover, the social worker will lead the building's

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support (PBIS) initiatives to ensure that positive interventions and

support for student's behaviors are addressed within the MTSS plan. ln addition, the social worker will

support the implementation of the Social Emotional Leaming (SEL) curriculum at the elementary school

level.

1:1

IT-Instruction and Learning Applications/Subscriptions/Hardware:

Academic On-Line Subscriptions: Ed Puzzle platform for providing academic instructional videos. IXL

Learning self-paced remediation and enrichment lessons in Math and ELA. MyOn personalized digital

library. Learning A-Z literacy resources for general and ELL students. MakeMusic (Smart Music

Educator) library of music and tool-set access for music education and performance.

IT Hardware: Promethean Interactive computer display boards to be deployed throughout the seven

District elementary schools.  A SmartBoard interactive computer display for the Instructional Co-

Teaching Math class at the high school level.

Syosset CSD recognizes the need for digital application and subscription resources, hardware, and

equipment that support both the in-person and virtual leaming environment to address any leaming gaps

and to provide both synchronous and asynchronous support for remediation and reinforcement of

content and instruction in the areas of Math, ELA, Science, and Social Studies. Robust devices for

teachers that support video, audio, and stylus interactivity are necessary tools to implement highly

effective and target-specific instruction. Digital Resources provide more flexibility for in-person

1:25
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Program Goals Per Pupil Teacher Ratios (# :

#)

instruction that maintains health, safety, and social distancing requirements while improving teaching by

providing a mobile, flexible, dynamic instructional space. The Digital Resources will support instruction in

alignment with district instructional goals and New York State Learning Standards by facilitating teacher

ability to offer tiered support for students, both in-person and virtual.

Learning Loss: 

Multi Tiered System of Support (MTSS) is a collaborative, evidence-based approach to differentiating

and personalizing instruction and intervention across academics and behavior for all students, including

students from low-income families, students of color, English leamers, children with disabilities, students

experiencing homelessness, children in foster care, and migratory students-so that every student can

achieve academic and life success. MTSS is one of the most effective ways to provide an equitable

educational experience because it leverages collective knowledge and expertise to help teachers

understand their learner's needs and make informed and strategic decisions that best support them. The

MTSS process begins with the proactive identification of all students including students from low-income

families, students of color, English learners, children with disabilities, students experiencing

homelessness, children in foster care, and migratory students in need of additional support in a skill area

(i.e., reading, math, behavior). Identified students receive interventions that are matched to their

individual skill deficit and level of need. Student skill progress is monitored over time, to determine the

student's response to interventions. When identified skill deficits have been remediated, interventions

are discontinued as no longer necessary. If a student continues to struggle, further problem solving is

provided to determine the need for more intensive supports and/or services. At each stage of the MTSS

process, data-based decision making is used as a systematic way of individualizing supports and

interventions for all students in need, including students from low-income families, students of color,

English learners, children with disabilities, students experiencing homelessness, children in foster care,

and migratory students. MTSS includes the following broad areas: Academic, Mental Health, Positive

Behavior Supports, Social Emotional Leaming and Restorative Practice. These areas are often referred

to as the Five Pillars of MTSS.

Here is a link to the Syosset Central School District

MTSS Plan:  https://www.syossetschools.org/cms/lib/NY50000216/Centricity/Domain/282/Syosset%20D

istrict%20MTSS%20Plan%202021.pdf 

1:5

Improvement of Air Quality in School Facilities:

Dedicated Outdoor Air System (DOAS) for HB Thompson Middle School - Electrical and HVAC

Constuction/Upgrade:

The CDC, NYS and public health officials all agree that improved indoor air ventilation strategies work to

mitigate the spread of COVID-19. The District worked with our architects and engineers to design (with

NYS Education Department approval) and competitively bid the award of a project to improve ventilation

at one of our schools. The District has implemented a Dedicated Outdoor Air System (DOAS) as a

method to bring dedicated outdoor air into the classrooms. The DOAS system increases ventilation and

enhances overall indoor air quality (IAQ). The District competitively bid a NYS Education Department

approved project designed to provide dedicated outdoor fresh air into each classroom at HB Thompson

Middle School. The total project consisted of an electrical contractor component and a mechanical

contractor component. These contracts are for the supply of equipment and installation of the approved

designs. Project oversight was provided by district architects and engineers and a construction

management firm.

0:0

  
4. Please provide detailed summaries of investments in current year activities for ARP - ESSER funding.  Click on

"Add Row" as needed to include programs.

Summary of New Programs or Expansion of Existing Programs in Current Year Investment ($)

Social Emotional/Mental Health Services (expansion of existing program) - Hiring one full-time 76,299
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Summary of New Programs or Expansion of Existing Programs in Current Year Investment ($)

elementary Social Worker: The elementary social worker will provide emotional/behavioral support (in

conjunction with the MTSS Plan) to elementary students whose profiles are suggestive of academic,

social, or emotional disengagement from school and/or the community as a consequence of the

pandemic. Moreover, the social worker will lead the building's Positive Behavioral Interventions and

Support (PBIS) initiatives to ensure that positive interventions and support for student's behaviors are

addressed within the MTSS plan. ln addition, the social worker will support the implementation of the

Social Emotional Leaming (SEL) curriculum at the elementary school level.

Expansion of  the existing instructional technology program and the purchase of new instructional

technology software and hardware.

IT-Instruction and Learning Applications/Subscriptions/Hardware:

Academic On-Line Subscriptions: Ed Puzzle platform for providing academic instructional videos. IXL

Leaming self-paced remediation and enrichment lessons in Math and ELA. MyOn personalized digital

library. Learning A-Z literacy resources for general and ELL students. MakeMusic (Smart Music

Educator) library of music and tool-set access for music education and performance.

IT Hardware: Promethean Interactive computer display boards to be deployed throughout the seven

District elementary schools.  A SmartBoard interactive computer display for the Instructional Co-

Teaching Math class at the high school level.

Syosset CSD recognizes the need for digital application and subscription resources, hardware, and

equipment that support both the in-person and virtual leaming environment to address any leaming gaps

and to provide both synchronous and asynchronous support for remediation and reinforcement of

content and instruction in the areas of Math, ELA, Science, and Social Studies. Robust devices for

teachers that support video,audio, and stylus interactivity are necessary tools to implement highly

effective and target-specific instruction. Digital Resources provide more flexibility for in-person

instruction that maintains health, safety, and social distancing requirernents while improving teaching by

providing a mobile, flexible, dynamic instructional space. The Digital Resources will support instruction in

alignment with district instructional goals and New York State Learning Standards by facilitating teacher

ability to offer tiered support for students, both in-person and virtual.

339,486

The hiring of eight (8) consultant teacher tutors to address student learning loss and gaps in learning

and achievement:

Learning Loss: 

Multi Tiered System of Support (MTSS) is a collaborative, evidence-based approach to differentiating

and personalizing instruction and intervention across academics and behavior for all students, including

students from low-incone families, students of color, English leamers, children with disabilities, students

experiencing homelessness, children in foster care, and migratory students-so that every student can

achieve academic and life success. MTSS is one of the most effective ways to provide an equitable

educational experience because it leverages collective knowledge and expertise to help teachers

understand their learner's needs and make informed and strategic decisions that best support them. The

MTSS process begins with the proactive identification of all students including students from low-income

families, students of color, English learners, children with disabilities, students experiencing

homelessness, children in foster care, and migratory students in need of additional support in a skill area

(i.e., reading, math, behavior). Identified students receive interventions that are matched to their

individual skill deficit and level of need. Student skill progress is monitored over time, to determine the

student's response to interventions. When identified skill deficits have been remediated, interventions

are discontinued as no longer necessary. If a student continues to struggle, further problem solving is

provided to determine the need for more intensive supports and/or services. At each stage of the MTSS

process, data-based decision making is used as a systematic way of individualizing supports and

interventions for all students in need, including students from low-income families, students of color,

English learners,children with disabilities, students experiencing homelessness, children in foster care,

and migratory students. MTSS includes the following broad areas: Academic, Mental Health, Positive

Behavior Supports, Social Emotional Leaming and Restorative Practice. These areas are often referred

298,456
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to as the Five Pillars of MTSS.

Here is a link to the Syosset Central School District MTSS

Plan: https://www.syossetschools.org/cms/lib/NY50000216/Centricity/Domain/282/Syosset%20District%

20MTSS%20Plan%202021.pdf 

Improvement of Air Quality in School Facilities:

Dedicated Outdoor Air System (DOAS) for HB Thompson Middle School - Electrical and HVAC

Constuction/Upgrade:

The CDC, NYS and public health officials all agree that improved indoor air ventilation strategies work to

mitigate the spread of COVID-19. The District worked with our architects and engineers to design (with

NYS Education Department approval) and competitively bid the award of a project to improve ventilation

at one of our schools. The District has implemented a Dedicated Outdoor Air System (DOAS) as a

method to bring dedicated outdoor air into the classrooms. The DOAS system increases ventilation and

enhances overall indoor air quality (IAQ). The District competitively bid a NYS Education Department

approved project designed to provide dedicated outdoor fresh air into each classroom at HB Thompson

Middle School. The total project consisted of an electrical contractor component and a mechanical

contractor component. These contracts are for the supply of equipment and installation of the approved

designs. Project oversight was provided by district architects and engineers and a construction

management firm.

778,051

  
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Spending Plan Reporting

5. Please explain how ARP ESSER funds will be expended by the LEA, by school year, for each of the priority areas in

the chart below.

2021-22 School Year ($) 2022-23 School Year ($) 2023-24 School Year ($)

Safely returning students to in-person
instruction. 0 0 0

Maximizing in-person instruction time.
0 0 0

Operating schools and meeting the needs of
students. 0 0 0

Purchasing educational technology.
339,486 0 0

Addressing the impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic on students, including the
impacts of interrupted instruction and
learning loss and the impacts on low-
income students, children with disabilities,
English language learners, and students
experiencing homelessness.

298,456 0 0

Implementing evidence-based strategies to
meet students' social, emotional, mental
health, and academic needs.

76,299 0 0

Offering evidence-based summer,
afterschool, and other extended learning
and enrichment programs.

0 0 0

Supporting early childhood education.
0 0 0

Other (please describe below)
778,051 0 0

Totals: 1,492,292 0 0  
6. If 'Other' is indicated in the table above, please describe.

Minor Remodeling: Inspection, testing, maintenance, repair, replacement, and upgrade projects to improve the indoor air quality in school facilities,

including mechanical and non-mechanical heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems, filtering, purification, and other air cleaning, fans,

control systems, and window and door repair and replacement.  
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