
The New York State Next Generation Mathematics Learning Standards 

Crosswalk Documents 

Reflection in Action 

In 2015, New York State (NYS) began a process of review and revision of the New York State P-12 Common Core Learning 
Standards for Mathematics, adopted in January 2011. Through numerous phases of public comment, virtual and face-to-face meetings 
with committees consisting of NYS educators (including Special Education, Bilingual Education and English as a New Language 
teachers), parents, curriculum specialists, school administrators, college professors, and experts in cognitive research, the New York 
State Next Generation Mathematics Learning Standards (2017) were developed. These standards reflect the collaborative efforts and 
expertise of all constituents involved and were adopted by the Board of Regents in September 2017. 

Learning standards are defined as the knowledge, skills and understanding that individuals can habitually demonstrate over time 
because of instruction and learning experiences. The mathematics standards, collectively, need to be focused and cohesive—designed 
to support student access to the knowledge and understanding of the mathematical concepts that are necessary to function in a world 
very dependent upon the application of mathematics, while providing educators the opportunity to devise innovative programs and 
curricula to support this endeavor. As with any set of standards, they need to be rigorous; they need to demand a balance of conceptual 
understanding, procedural fluency and application, as well as represent a significant level of achievement in mathematics that will 
enable students to successfully transition to post-secondary education and the workforce. 

In this regard, The New York State Next Generation Mathematics Learning Standards (2017) reflect revisions, additions, vertical 
movement, and clarifications to the NYS CCLS for Mathematics. Significant changes/modifications include the following: 

• High school standards listed by course in the standards document (Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II). There is also a section 
that contains the Plus (+) Standards; additional mathematics beyond Algebra II that students should learn in order to take 
advanced courses such as calculus, advanced statistics, or discrete mathematics. The Plus (+) Standards are not a high school 
course, however, may be dispersed throughout course curricula, including Algebra I, Algebra II and Geometry, to increase 
rigor and support the needs of individual students and mathematical programs.  They will not, however, be addressed on state 
assessments. The Plus (+) Standards provide coherence and extend concepts previously taught in Algebra I, Geometry, and 
Algebra II. 



• Standards moved to different grade levels to improve focus; providing more time for students to develop deep levels of 
understanding of major grade-level content and skills.   

• New standards added to strengthen the coherency of the standards, allowing for a stronger connection of learning within and 
across grade levels.  

• Consolidation/removal of standards to improve coherence, focus and reduce redundancy amongst the grade levels.  
• Added the language “explore” to some standards to ensure standards are grade-level appropriate. Exploring a standard allows 

students to be introduced to and learn a concept without the expectation of mastering the concept at that grade level. Exploring 
the topic recognizes the importance of building a foundation toward mastering the concept in subsequent grades.  

• Clarified existing standards to more clearly identify the expectation of the standard, helping to improve the focus of 
instruction. Clarification included the changing/deleting/adding of language, the addition of notes and diagrams, and the 
modification of prior examples. 

• Maintained the rigor of the standards by balancing the need for conceptual understanding, procedural skill and application.  
• Added the supplement “Glossary of Verbs Associated with the Next Generation Mathematics Learning Standards” that 

contains an explanation of the context in which certain verbs that appear throughout the standards are used. 

How to Read/Utilize the Crosswalk Documents 

The crosswalk documents were designed by a team of NYS educators as a guidance tool that can be utilized to identify the content 
similarities and differences between the NYS P-12 CCLSM and the NYS Next Generation Mathematics Learning Standards for each 
grade level/course.  The crosswalks can assist educators in the preliminary work required in assessing the scope of the content changes 
and the impact those changes will have on student learning, locally devised curriculum/mathematics programs, instruction and 
instructional resources.  The crosswalk documents are not as comprehensive in nature as the New York State Next Generation 
Mathematics Learning Standards document, found at http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/teachers/new-york-state-next-
generation-mathematics-learning-standards.   To understand the full scope of the content and the learning progressions outlined in the 
Next Generation Mathematics Learning Standards, educators are encouraged to examine the coherence links and the within-grade 
connections that are provided throughout the standards document, as well as the cited research-based sources, such as the Progressions 
for the Common Core State Standards in Mathematics documents and the Guidelines for Assessment and Instruction in Statistics 
Education (GAISE) Report.   

 

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/teachers/new-york-state-next-generation-mathematics-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/teachers/new-york-state-next-generation-mathematics-learning-standards


There are two different types of crosswalks for each course/grade: 

The Grade-level Snapshot which provides a condensed one-page summary that lists standards that were added to the grade/course, 
standards that were moved, and any instructional considerations that need to be highlighted based on new standard clarifications or 
language modification. 

The Grade-level Side-by-Side uses the full-text (no diagrams or charts) of both sets of standards so that readers can review and 
compare the two sets side-by-side.  Strike-through and bolded text can be seen throughout in order to highlight content differences and 
wording modifications between the two sets of standards.   

The following two samples show some of the types of changes reflected in the Side-by-Side crosswalks: 

 



 

 

 

Keeping in mind that the crosswalk documents were created by fellow state educators and highlight the changes/modifications they 
thought were necessary to bring to the forefront, districts are encouraged to edit the documents as they best see fit to assist with their 
curriculum/instructional planning.  
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