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Goals for this Session

*To orient and provide basic information about general
assessments that schools and districts can use early in the year to
design supports and appropriately program for SIFE

*To identify research principles as well as key components of the
Multilingual Literacy SIFE Screener (MLS), what it measures, and
reporting features offered

*To outline basic guidelines for MLS administration in schools and
how to seek assistance
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Today’s webinar

* Please contact Erlin Velberg at erlin@mac.com if you are
experiencing any technical difficulties with this webinar

* You are free to send questions throughout the presentation.
However, we will streamline and address questions at the end.


mailto:erlin@mac.com

Changes to CR Part 154 Reqgulations on

ldentification of SIFE

The New York State Definition of SIFE is:

A student identified as an English Language Learner who has
attended school in the United States (the 50 States and the
District of Columbia) for less than twelve months and is two or
more years below grade level in literacy in their home language
and/or math due to inconsistent or interrupted schooling prior to
arrival in the United States (the 50 States and the District of
Columbia).

CR Part 154-2.3(a)(6).
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« SIFE Identification Process
 MLS Overview

 MLS Literacy Modules

* Assessment Principles of the MLS
* Reporting

o Administering the MLS

* Troubleshooting Tips
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SIFE

ldentification




SIFE Identification

[Per CR Part 154-2.3(a)]

SIFE identification:

For a student to be identified as a SIFE, he/she first has to be identified as
an English Language Learner.
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The Six Steps of SIFE Identification

Administer Administer Administer
SIFE Oral Multilingual Writing
Interview Literacy Screening

Questionnaire SIFE Tools
Screener

Administer Conduct Administer
HLQ Individual NYSITELL
Interview




SIFE Identification

Follow initial procedures for ELL identification:

Step 1: Administration of the Home Language Questionnaire (HLQ)
Step 2: Individual interview with the student

The interview should include (when available) a review of:
Q The student’ s academic history
O Work samples, if available
O Locally-generated assessments for ELA, Math & Home
Language

The interview must be conducted by qualified personnel* in English and In
the student’ s home language. A translator or interpreter must be
provided if necessary.
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NYISTELL

Follow initial procedures for ELL identification:

Step 3: Administration of the New York State Identification Test
for English Language Learners (NYSITELL)

The NYSITELL assesses the English language proficiency of new
entrants whose home language is other than English, as indicated in
the Home Language Questionnaire (HLQ).

Based on the results, students are categorized into one of five English
language proficiency levels (Entering, Emerging, Transitioning,
Expanding or Commanding).

If the student scores at a level other than Commanding, the student is
placed in an appropriate Bilingual Education or English as a New
Language program.

ny
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SIFE Oral Interview Questionnaire

If the student was identified as a potential SIFE during
the initial interview:

Step 4: Trained, qualified personnel administer the SIFE Oral
Interview Questionnaire

Provide a qualified
translator or interpreter
as needed.

ny
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SIFE Oral Interview Questionnaire

The SIFE Oral Interview Questionnaire

Includes questions on:

Personal and Language Information
Benchmark 1: Family and Home Background
Benchmark 2: Education History
Benchmark 3: Language and Literacy Practices
Benchmark 4: Other Questions




MLS

Step 5: Trained, qualified personnel administer the Multilingual
Literacy SIFE Screener (MLS)

The MLS is a multilingual reading comprehension module with additional
literacy sections available used to inform teachers and administrators of
the home language literacy skills their students bring with them when
they begin schooling in New York State.

The MLS is a semi-adaptive online assessment that reflects current
literature-based curricula and didactic principles from students’” home
countries for grades three through nine.

ny
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Writing Screener

Step 5 (continued): Trained, qualified personnel administer the
Writing Pre-screener

The purpose of this tool is to identify students’ basic writing skills, which
will help assess potential SIFE.

This tool can be administered in a group, and students should be given a
maximum of 15 minutes to complete their writing.

ny
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SIFE Identification — Guiding Principles

Guiding Principles:

1. Identify SIFE in a timely manner
2. Collect and disaggregate data,

including:
= Age upon arrival
=  Mobility

= Years of schooling at time of entry

= Type and scope of content learned in native country and in
the USA

3. Carefully document the ID process
4. One instrument by itself is not sufficient






Purpose of the MLS
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SIFE

To determine what resources
students bring upon arrival to
the US.

To measure academic literacy
skills in students’ home
languages which are
transferable to L2.

To provide teachers with
specific information about
students’ strengths and
weaknesses.

Support teachers in knowing
which SIFE students are at,
above or below grade level



Characteristics of the MLS

* Itis computer adaptive: the student keeps taking as long as
she/he is able to answer questions in his/her home language.
This can mean a 5-minute or 45-minute assessment timeframe

« THE MLS tests Reading Comprehension, Vocabulary, Early
Literacy— NOT a Writing test

 Research-based and created by university team in RISLUS &
SLA lab at CUNY Graduate Center

e Culturally competent assessment that supports more
nuanced understanding of multilingual students’ language
competencies by drawing on home language and content
knowledge

* The reports can be a valuable introductory tool to plan
instruction for students above 3™ grade and also to distinguish
levels among a mixed group of SIFE students at, above
and/or below 3" grade
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Highlights of the MLS
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SIFE

The MLS is the first assessment
of its kind:

v'Available in major SIFE
languages

v'Based on meticulous research
on home country curricula and
standards

v'Culturally, linguistically, and age
appropriate for SIFE population

v'Provides accurate and realistic
evaluation of SIFE literacy skills



How can having an assessment
utilizing home language be useful in
targeting instruction in the high
school classroom for SIFE?
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Home Language as a Resource

Educational Programs that
iIncorporate ELL’s HL result in
higher levels of academic
success, across subjects,
better than ELLs in English-
only programs.

There is a significant positive
relationship between individual
student’s level of bilingual
proficiency and their
achievement in math and
reading in English.

ﬁ engage™

Bilingual children exhibit
significant cognitive
advantages in comparison to
monolingual children.

Children who are learning to
read in a second language are
able to transfer many skills and
knowledge from their first
language to facilitate their
acquisition of reading skills in
their second language.

Genesee (2012)



Languages of the MLS

Reading . Vocabulary  Early Literacy
Comprehension
Arabic Chinese Spanish
Bangla English English
Chinese Spanish
English Urdu
Haitian Creole
Maay Maay
S'gaw Karen
Spanish
Urdu
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Reading Comprehension Module

« Passages include various types: literary, informational,
functional, and persuasive

« Students answer both Initial Understanding and
Interpretation questions.

« Culturally- and age-appropriate reading passages are
authentic, original texts written by native speaker experts
which avoid region-specific vocabulary.

* The text types differ by language.

* Text types and topics were selected according to popular
home language literary traditions and genres newcomers
would have previously been exposed to in their home
classrooms.

* Question types differ by language to match home country
testing conventions.

ﬁ engage™



Structure of the Exam

 Reading Comprehension
— Practice passage read aloud to the student in home language
— Practice questions must be answered correctly to advance
— Practice section includes instructions on how to answer correctly

— Computer adaptive and guided

— No more audio after the practice section
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Reading Comprehension
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Reading Comprehension

Bangla
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Reading Comprehension

Chinese
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Reading Comprehension

English

Sisters 2. The word predictable means

“It's not fairl” shouted Ashley.

know in advance
blame others
do wrong

She buried her head into her pillow
to muffle her sobs. Kiley was so
annoyingl

“Ashley, now | know you are angry
that Kiley took your dress without
asking,” her mother told her. “But that
IS no reason to hit your sister. She is
younger than you. You must be the
role model. Now go to your room to
cool down”

“‘What about Kiley? Is she being
punished? | was mad, so | hit her.
She’s only a year youngerl Why
does she get away with everything?”

ﬁ eFlgaEE Ashley felt this was always
S happening - it was so predictable.
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Haitian Creole

Ti Sonson boule dwet li

Timoun ki rete nan kay ki pa
gen kouran eletrik, toujou renmen
gade bel flanm dife nan mech lanp.
Yo renmen gade lanp ki sévi limyé
pou klere kay leswa. Yo renmen jwe
ak bel flanm jon, rouj ki ap soti nan
lanp lan. Ti Sonson te yon timoun
konsa. Chak swa ou gen pou jwenn
li kanpe botab la, pou | ka jwe nan
lanp lan.

Manman ti Sonson toujou ap di
| pa jwe nan lanp lan, men li pa
janm koute. Plizye fwa li konn kale ti
Sonson, men li pa tande. Tt Sonson
pa we, se nan dife a li vle jwe. Yon
bon jou, pannan li ap jwe nan flanm
lanp lan, li pete rél kriye. Lé tout

2. Pou kisa ti moun renmen
jwe nan lanp?

Faske | sou tab la.

Faske | gen bel flanm jon.
# Paske flanm lan cho.

APRE
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Reading Comprehension

Maay Maay

Shan Sabab oo lan 1. Haljid oo laka ilaaliyaaw

dhulkaana may buwaa
Abuuradaw Geedo 2

Tilaabada geedo meel liinka
abuuraw may la dhaheey dhul
beerow. Dhul beerowka may lan
suubiyey inii laka ilaaliya xooloo, iyo
walaa kala. Haan may buwaa shan
sabab oo lan abuuradaaw geeda:

sidil lan fatahaadiyaw carada
' sidii lan abuuraaw geedo
sidii lin ilaaliyaw isbedelka
hawada

1. Geedo may buwaa qgabiila yar;
shimbira, cayayaanka, 1yo
Xxayawaanoo kala oo ka nool ama ka
dhagamaw geeda.

2. Geedo badan oo isla abuuran
may dajiyaayaana buuga. May
anshageeyaayaana sl aamusnaan
ka jarta.

engag 3. Geedo may meeloo ka
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Reading Comprehension

S'gaw Karen
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Spanish

Los calendarios

Un calendario es un sistema de
representacion del paso del tiempo.
La unidad minima del calendario
suele ser el dia. Los dias son las 24
horas que tarda la tierra en dar una
vuelta alrededor de su gje. Los
calendarios agrupan los dias en
anos.

Hay muchos tipos de calendarios,
como los calendarios lunares y los
solares. Los calendarios lunares se
basan en los ciclos de la luna. Los
calendarios solares representan el
tiempo que le toma a la tierra darle
la vuelta al sol: 365 dias, 5 horas, 48
minutos y 45 16 segundos.

Eo il el S e s ot SR e SR e et o TS Bl S e S

2. Los calendarios solares
consideran:

las diferentes caras de la
luna durante un mes

el tiempo que tarda la tierra
en dar la vuelta al sol

el calentamiento global y la
conservacion del agua

33



Reading Comprehension

Urdu
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Vocabulary Module

 The vocabulary module tests students’ knowledge of words in
context and synonyms when not already included as a part of the
reading comprehension

* Vocabulary section
— Compound words
— Multiple meaning

» A separate vocabulary section is available in Chinese, English,
Spanish and Urdu



Early Literacy Module

The purpose of this section is to support teachers in
understanding basic student foundational literacy skills in
Spanish and English

*sound discrimination at the beginning of word
final sounds at the end of the word

rhymes

*sound letter correspondence

oletter identification

sword reading

*sentence matching to pictures (syntax)
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sessment Princip

of the MLS




How the MLS was built

* Researched the acquisition of HL literacy

» Gathered approved teaching materials including curricula and standards in home countries

» Gathered national standardized tests in home countries

» Researched test design theory — what makes a good multiple choice question?

* Researched ELLs and Assessments— What makes a good multiple choice question for SIFE students?

* Created original reading comprehension passages, corresponding questions, and vocabulary items
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Researching Grade-Level Text

Types

Textos Textos Textos
humaristicas | publicitarios | periadisticas

i
lero de Iectu ras literarias infarmativas | instruetivos

Articulacion de la Educacién Basica

Un dato
interesante

Algunas bibliotecas albergan

iA jugar con las palabras! librros llamados incunables, que
fueron libros elaborados desde

Grganizate con tus campafierns en equipos de tres la invencian de la imprenta

o cualro personas; elijan al azar cinco libros de la hasla principios del siglo xvi. Se

biblioteca y capien sus titulos en una hoja. Regresen les llama asi porque son libros

les libros al lugar correspondiente. Acomaoden los de las tlempos “de cuna” o “en

titulos que copiaron y traten de hacer con ellos una panales” de la imprenta.

hisloria diverlida y breve, Pueden agregar olras
palabras para mejorar su historia; después, ilistrenla,
Compartan su relato con los otros equipos. Ohserven ————

este ejemplo: e Informativos R
Titulos: ! : -

Vamos a comer jflores!

El raidn mas famoso

Poesla a cucharadas

La princesa qie bosteraba a todas horas
Anienales fabulosos

Historia: /2 princesa que hosteraha a fodas
horas y ef raton més farmoso, decidieron visitar a los
animalcs fabuiosos y 1es dijeron:
Los invitamos: vamas a comer jflores!
Los animales centestaran:
—Novoooo, preferimos comer la poesia a cucharadas.

engage™
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Analyzing Grade-Appropriate

Passages

56 Revista de divulgacion cientifica -=«---ccccaacaas

(Subtitulo)

Esto significa solamente que el calor de sus cuerpos ° TeXt t e
depende del calor del medio. O sea, a diferencia de noso- yp
tros, los reptiles no tienen un sistema propio para regular la .
temperatura corporal. Por eso siempre andan buscando el ° TOpIC
calor cuando hace frio y el fresco cuando la temperatura es
muy alta. Por eso también prefieren las regiones tropicales o P Tone
templadas, ya gue eh ellas hay menos variaciones de clima.

Como hace demasiado calor, tienen una piel gruesa e
impenetrable, y orinan sélide para ahorrar energ?as y apro- ¢ Passage Length
vechar al maximo el agua disponible en su cuerpo. En las
temporadas de mas calor, estos reptiles se entierran en o Vocabu Ial’y

la arena o se dedican a dormir.
« Sentence Length
« Sentence Complexity

* Age of the Audience

ﬁ engage'”’



Writing New, Original, Authentic

Texts

Los delfines

Los delfines son animales interesantes. Respiran aire, pero viven en el
agua. Usan un espiraculo respiratorio que esta en la parte superior de
sus cabezas. También, tienen una gruesa capa de grasa que los
mantiene célidos.

Los delfines son animales muy sociales. Viven en grupos familiares de
entre 10-12 miembros. Los delfines se ayudan y protegen el uno al otro.
Cuando un delfin esta herido o lastimado, otros miembros de su grupo
cuidan de él. Algunas veces, los delfines protegen otros animales, como
al humano.

Los delfines son también muy inteligentes. Los delfines se comunican
haciendo clicks y silbando. También son muy juguetones. Los delfines
pueden verse saltando fuera del agua, montando las olas, o jugando con
objetos.
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Reports

 |dentifies grade levels & skills with chart of
performance by question type

 Reading Comprehension
— Grades 3-9

* Vocabulary
— Grades 3-9

e Early Literacy
— By skill



Excerpt from MLS Report, Chinese

Early 4th grade

This student is able to read at an Early 4th Grade level in
their home language, Chinese Early fourth grade reading
Incorporates two main types of reading material: expository
reading material such as popular science pieces and
geographic exposition; and literary passages such as short
autobiographies and historical stories.

Students at the early fourth grade reading level demonstrate
an ability to identify information that is stated explicitly
In the text, such as specific words or phrases. They are
also able to piece together details throughout the text to
construct overall meaning. For example, they may be able
to understand the content of short paragraphs based on
the illustration and key words.
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MLS Report excerpt: Below 3

grade level

Student: 1
Reading Level: 2
Reading Comprehension Results

This student did not reach the 3rd grade level on the Reading
Comprehension.
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Report Sample
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Administering

the MLS




Initial Log Iin and Application

< =2 C O mis.ge.cuny.edu/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2f L IR+

SIFE

Access at
http://mls.qgc.

Please login to continue....

Password Cu nv-ed U/
.Submit
Password:
mlsnysed

ﬁ eng:


http://mld.gc.cuny.edu/
http://mld.gc.cuny.edu/
http://mld.gc.cuny.edu/

Applying for an account

SIFE &

Math
Early Literacy
Vocabulary
Reading Comprehension
Reports
Apply for an account

To apply for an account
and get credentials, go
to
http://mls.gc.cuny.edu/

Click the link “Apply for
an account” at the
bottom of the screen
when you access the
MLS Home page

After clicking on the link
you will see the
Registration screen.

In order to register for
an account and receive
credentials, fill out the
form.


http://mld.gc.cuny.edu/

Key Steps to MLS Site Registration

* School name: Enter the name of your school (e.g. P.S. 000 — The
Barack H. Obama School for Government Studies)

 Email: Enter the official email that the school site MLS
administrator will use. Please use your official NYS email address.

« State DOE email address. The credentials will be emailed to this
address after submitting the registration form.

* Login: Enter your school site’s unique BEDS code. This will be the
username for MLS test administration.

* Enter and Confirm Proctor’s Password: Create and enter a
password for MLS proctors. Keep this in a safe location.

* Enter and confirm the Administrator’s password field: Create
and enter a different password for MLS administrators who will
view the literacy skills assessment reports. Keep this in a safe
location.

ﬁ engage™



Site Registration for MLS

e e Eachschool site only has
e s one set of credentials: A log
i 1spa 'JiGuugJeul.: Rfm'r‘! .;. IB.-hyl ;:nu,-m.us ) Grants £ Vacation & |7 Mew York | Tu-Lu's... [0 20 Things | Wish | M. ~ Fund Analyzer [ Hol vet .+ [ Other Bookmark 5 In an d p a S SW Or d '[O

Register. Create a new account. ad m I n ISter the teSt and a

log in to print test result

Email (please use your official NY State Education Department email address) re p O rtS .

el e The login is your school’s
L::::—Iars:Gl;l::cat;l:zssl::s\a"m‘::js((eacherSWho proctor exams. Please do not use a persenal password. 12 digit BEDS Code.

PR Sl Py e It is Important to apply for
an account IN ADVANCE of
administering the tests. We
recommend 3 days before
the first time you plan to
administer a test.
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MLS Administration
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SIFE

Key considerations

*Use only Firefox and
Chrome browsers

*Since this is computer
adaptive, students will be
working at different
paces. There will need to
be a plan for students
who finish early.

*The students will require
headphones to take the
test, a computer and a
guiet space.

*There is no time limit
requirement.



Starting the test: Exam log-in

o Select the appropriate

* Fill in the teacher’s full
2 e e name
it « Fill in your proctor log in
and password
T e « Fillin language and
— demographic info
e Only then will you be able

to select the appropriate

Home Language *

language of the exam
S « As soon as you submit the
B form, the test begins. Be
i prepared for the student

ﬁ engage"’ to take the assessment
s e immediately.



Additional Troubleshooting Tips

 Master password never changes. Always mlsnysed

« Wait for green bar at the top of the screen after a test is completed
to close the browser

* No reports or progress is saved if test is not completed



MLS Support

Guidebook: MLS User Guide
Review: NYSED Online webinar resource

Troubleshooting: Please emall
mls.email.server@gmail.com

Resources can be found at
www.pl2.nysed.gov/biling/bilinged/SIFE.html

ﬁ engage™


mailto:mls.email.server@gmail.com
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/biling/bilinged/SIFE.html

Questions?
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