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Goals for this Session 

 
 
•To orient and provide basic information about general 
assessments that schools and districts can use early in the year to 
design supports and appropriately program for SIFE 
 

•To identify research principles as well as key components of the 
Multilingual Literacy SIFE Screener (MLS), what it measures, and 
reporting features offered 
 

•To outline basic guidelines for MLS administration in schools and 
how to seek assistance 



Today’s webinar 

• Please contact Erlin Velberg at erlin@mac.com if you are 
experiencing any technical difficulties with this webinar 
 

• You are free to send questions throughout the presentation. 
However, we will streamline and address questions at the end.  
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Changes to CR Part 154 Regulations on 
Identification of SIFE 

The New York State Definition of SIFE is: 
 
A student identified as an English Language Learner who has 
attended school in the United States (the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia) for less than twelve months and is two or 
more years below grade level in literacy in their home language 
and/or math due to inconsistent or interrupted schooling prior to 
arrival in the United States (the 50 States and the District of 
Columbia). 
 

CR Part 154-2.3(a)(6). 
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Agenda 

• SIFE Identification Process 
• MLS Overview 
• MLS Literacy Modules 
• Assessment Principles of the MLS 
• Reporting 
• Administering the MLS 
• Troubleshooting Tips 
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SIFE 

Identification 



SIFE Identification 
[Per CR Part 154-2.3(a)] 

SIFE identification: 
 

For a student to be identified as a SIFE, he/she first has to be identified as 
an English Language Learner. 

7   Sources:  CR Part 154-2.3 (a)(1) and (2) & CR Part 154-2.2 (u) 



The Six Steps of SIFE Identification 
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SIFE Identification 

Follow initial procedures for ELL identification: 
 

Step 1:  Administration of the Home Language Questionnaire (HLQ) 
Step 2:  Individual interview with the student  
 
 

The interview should include (when available) a review of:   
 The student’s academic history 
 Work samples, if available 
 Locally-generated assessments for ELA, Math & Home 

Language 
 

The interview must be conducted by qualified personnel* in English and in 
the student’s home language.  A translator or interpreter must be 
provided if necessary. 
 

9   Sources:  CR Part 154-2.3 (a)(1) and (2) & CR Part 154-2.2 (u) 



NYISTELL 

Follow initial procedures for ELL identification: 
 

Step 3: Administration of the New York State Identification Test  
for English Language Learners (NYSITELL) 
 

The NYSITELL assesses the English language proficiency of new 
entrants whose home language is other than English, as indicated in 
the Home Language Questionnaire (HLQ). 
 

Based on the results, students are categorized into one of five English 
language proficiency levels (Entering, Emerging, Transitioning, 
Expanding or Commanding). 
 

If the student scores at a level other than Commanding, the student is 
placed in an appropriate Bilingual Education or English as a New 
Language program.  

10   Source:  CR Part 154-2.3 (a)(4) 



SIFE Oral Interview Questionnaire 

If the student was identified as a potential SIFE during 
the initial interview: 
 

Step 4: Trained, qualified personnel administer the  SIFE Oral 
Interview Questionnaire 
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Provide a qualified 
translator or interpreter 

as needed. 

  Source:  CR Part 154-2.3 (a)(6) 

    



SIFE Oral Interview Questionnaire 

The SIFE Oral Interview Questionnaire 
 

Includes questions on: 
 

Personal and Language Information 
 Benchmark 1: Family and Home Background 
 Benchmark 2: Education History 
 Benchmark 3: Language and Literacy Practices 
 Benchmark 4: Other Questions 
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MLS 

Step 5: Trained, qualified personnel administer the Multilingual 
Literacy SIFE Screener (MLS) 
 

The MLS is a multilingual reading comprehension module with additional 
literacy sections available used to inform teachers and administrators of 
the home language literacy skills their students bring with them when 
they begin schooling in New York State. 
 

The MLS is a semi-adaptive online assessment that reflects current 
literature-based curricula and didactic principles from students’ home 
countries for grades three through nine.  

 

13   Source:  CR Part 154-2.3 (a)(6) 
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Writing Screener 

Step 5 (continued): Trained, qualified personnel administer the 
Writing Pre-screener 
 
The purpose of this tool is to identify students’ basic writing skills, which 
will help assess potential SIFE. 

This tool can be administered in a group, and students should be given a 
maximum of 15 minutes to complete their writing. 

14   Source:  CR Part 154-2.3 (a) 



SIFE Identification – Guiding Principles 

Guiding Principles: 
 
1. Identify SIFE in a timely manner     
2. Collect and disaggregate data,  
      including: 

 Age upon arrival 
 Mobility 
 Years of schooling at time of entry 
 Type and scope of content learned in native country and in 

the USA 
3. Carefully document the ID process 
4. One instrument by itself is not sufficient 
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MLS Overview 



Purpose of the MLS 

• To determine what resources 
students bring upon arrival to 
the US. 

 
• To measure academic literacy 

skills in students’ home 
languages which are 
transferable to L2.  
 

• To provide teachers with 
specific information about 
students’ strengths and 
weaknesses. 
 

• Support teachers in knowing 
which SIFE students are at, 
above or below grade level 

 
 



Characteristics of the MLS 

• It is computer adaptive: the student keeps taking as long as 
she/he is able to answer questions in his/her home language. 
This can mean a 5-minute or 45-minute assessment timeframe 

• THE MLS tests Reading Comprehension, Vocabulary, Early 
Literacy– NOT a Writing test 

• Research-based and created by university team in RISLUS & 
SLA lab at CUNY Graduate Center 

• Culturally competent assessment that supports more 
nuanced understanding of  multilingual students’ language 
competencies by drawing on home language and content 
knowledge  

• The reports can be a valuable introductory tool to plan 
instruction for students above 3rd grade and also to distinguish 
levels among a mixed group of SIFE students at, above 
and/or below 3rd grade 



Highlights of the MLS 

The MLS is the first assessment 
of its kind: 
 
Available in major SIFE 
languages  

 
Based on meticulous research 
on home country curricula and 
standards 

 
Culturally, linguistically, and age 
appropriate for SIFE population 

 
Provides accurate and realistic 
evaluation of SIFE literacy skills 



 
How can having an assessment 

utilizing home language be useful in 
targeting instruction in the high 

school classroom for SIFE? 
 

Chat 



 
• Educational Programs that 

incorporate ELL’s HL result in 
higher levels of academic 
success, across subjects, 
better than ELLs in English-
only programs. 
 

• There is a significant positive 
relationship between individual 
student’s level of bilingual 
proficiency and their 
achievement in math and 
reading in English. 

 
• Bilingual children exhibit 

significant cognitive 
advantages in comparison to 
monolingual children. 

 
• Children who are learning to 

read in a second language are 
able to transfer many skills and 
knowledge from their first 
language to facilitate their 
acquisition of reading skills in 
their second language. 

 
Genesee (2012) 

Home Language as a Resource 



Languages of the MLS 

Reading 
Comprehension Vocabulary Early Literacy 

Arabic 
Bangla 

Chinese 
English 

Haitian Creole 
Maay Maay 
S'gaw Karen 

Spanish 
Urdu 

 

Chinese 
English 
Spanish 

Urdu 

Spanish  
English 



 
 

 
MLS 

Literacy Modules 



Reading Comprehension Module 

• Passages include various types:  literary, informational, 
functional, and persuasive 

• Students answer both Initial Understanding and 
Interpretation questions.  

• Culturally- and age-appropriate reading passages are 
authentic, original texts written by native speaker experts 
which avoid region-specific vocabulary.  

• The text types differ by language. 
• Text types and topics were selected according to popular 

home language literary traditions and genres newcomers 
would have previously been exposed to in their home 
classrooms. 

• Question types differ by language to match home country 
testing conventions.   



Structure of the Exam 

• Reading Comprehension 
– Practice passage read aloud to the student in home language  
– Practice questions must be answered correctly to advance  
– Practice section includes instructions on how to answer correctly 

 
– Computer adaptive and guided  

 
– No more audio after the practice section 
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Reading Comprehension 
Arabic 
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Reading Comprehension 
Bangla 
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Reading Comprehension 
Chinese 
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Reading Comprehension 
English 
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Reading Comprehension 
Haitian Creole 
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Reading Comprehension 
Maay Maay 
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Reading Comprehension 
S’gaw Karen 
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Reading Comprehension 
Spanish 
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Reading Comprehension 
Urdu 
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Vocabulary Module 

• The vocabulary module tests students’ knowledge of words in 
context and synonyms when not already included as a part of the 
reading comprehension 
 

• Vocabulary section 
– Compound words 
– Multiple meaning 

 
• A separate vocabulary section is available in Chinese, English, 

Spanish and Urdu 
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Early Literacy Module 

The purpose of this section is to support teachers in 
understanding basic student foundational literacy skills in 
Spanish and English 
•sound discrimination at the beginning of word  
•final sounds at the end of the word 
•rhymes 
•sound letter correspondence 
•letter identification  
•word reading  
•sentence matching to pictures (syntax) 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Assessment Principles 

of the MLS 



How the MLS was built  

1 
• Researched the acquisition of HL literacy 

2 
• Gathered approved teaching materials including curricula and standards in home countries 

3 
• Gathered national standardized tests in home countries 

4 
• Researched test design theory – what makes a good multiple choice question?  

5 
• Researched ELLs and Assessments– What makes a good multiple choice question for SIFE students? 

6 
• Created original reading comprehension passages, corresponding questions, and vocabulary items 



Researching Grade-Level Text 
Types 



• Text type 
• Topic 
• Tone 
• Passage Length 
• Vocabulary 
• Sentence Length 
• Sentence Complexity 
• Age of the Audience 

 

Analyzing Grade-Appropriate 
Passages 



Writing New, Original, Authentic 
Texts 

Los delfines 
  
Los delfines son animales interesantes. Respiran aire, pero viven en el 
agua. Usan un espiráculo respiratorio que está en la parte superior de 
sus cabezas. También, tienen una gruesa capa de grasa que los 
mantiene cálidos. 
 
Los delfines son animales muy sociales. Viven en grupos familiares de 
entre 10-12 miembros. Los delfines se ayudan y protegen el uno al otro. 
Cuando un delfín está herido o lastimado, otros miembros de su grupo 
cuidan de él. Algunas veces, los delfines protegen otros animales, como 
al humano.  
 
Los delfines son también muy inteligentes. Los delfines se comunican 
haciendo clicks y silbando. También son muy juguetones. Los delfines 
pueden verse saltando fuera del agua, montando las olas, o jugando con 
objetos.  



 
 

 
Reports  



Reports 

• Identifies grade levels & skills with chart of 
performance by question type 
 

• Reading Comprehension 
– Grades 3-9 

• Vocabulary 
– Grades 3-9 

• Early Literacy 
– By skill 
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Excerpt from MLS Report, Chinese 
Early 4th grade 

 This student is able to read at an Early 4th Grade level in 
their home language, Chinese Early fourth grade reading 
incorporates two main types of reading material: expository 
reading material such as popular science pieces and 
geographic exposition; and literary passages such as short 
autobiographies and historical stories. 

 Students at the early fourth grade reading level demonstrate 
an ability to identify information that is stated explicitly 
in the text, such as specific words or phrases. They are 
also able to piece together details throughout the text to 
construct overall meaning. For example, they may be able 
to understand the content of short paragraphs based on 
the illustration and key words. 
 



MLS Report excerpt: Below 3rd 
grade level 

 Student: 1 
 Reading Level: 2 
 Reading Comprehension Results 
 This student did not reach the 3rd grade level on the Reading 
Comprehension. 



Report Sample  



 
 

 
Administering 

the MLS 



Initial Log in and Application  

Access at 
http://mls.gc.
cuny.edu/ 
 
 
Password:  
mlsnysed 

http://mld.gc.cuny.edu/
http://mld.gc.cuny.edu/
http://mld.gc.cuny.edu/


Applying for an account 

• To apply for an account 
and get credentials, go 
to 
http://mls.gc.cuny.edu/ 

• Click the link “Apply for 
an account” at the 
bottom of the screen 
when you access the 
MLS Home page  

• After clicking on the link 
you will see the 
Registration screen.  

• In order to register for 
an account and receive 
credentials, fill out the 
form.  

http://mld.gc.cuny.edu/


Key Steps to MLS Site Registration 

• School name: Enter the name of your school (e.g. P.S. 000 – The 
Barack H. Obama School for Government Studies) 

• Email: Enter the official email that the school site MLS 
administrator will use. Please use your official NYS email address. 

• State DOE email address. The credentials will be emailed to this 
address after submitting the registration form. 

• Login: Enter your school site’s unique BEDS code. This will be the 
username for MLS test administration. 

• Enter and Confirm Proctor’s Password: Create and enter a 
password for MLS proctors. Keep this in a safe location. 

• Enter and confirm the Administrator’s password field: Create 
and enter a different password for MLS administrators who will 
view the literacy skills assessment reports. Keep this in a safe 
location. 



Site Registration for MLS  

• Each school site only has 
one set of credentials: A log 
in and password to 
administer the test and a 
log in to print test result 
reports.  
 

• The login is your school’s 
12 digit  BEDS code.  
 

• It is important to apply for 
an account IN ADVANCE of 
administering the tests. We 
recommend 3 days before 
the first time you plan to 
administer a test. 



MLS Administration 

Key considerations 
•Use only Firefox and 
Chrome browsers 
•Since this is computer 
adaptive, students will be 
working at different 
paces. There will need to 
be a plan for students 
who finish early.  
•The students will require 
headphones to take the 
test, a computer and a 
quiet space. 
•There is no time limit 
requirement. 
 

 



Starting the test: Exam log-in 

• Select the appropriate 
module 

• Fill in the teacher’s full 
name 

• Fill in your proctor log in 
and password  

• Fill in language and 
demographic info 

• Only then will you be able 
to select the appropriate 
language of the exam 

• As soon as you submit the 
form, the test begins. Be 
prepared for the student 
to take the assessment 
immediately. 
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Additional Troubleshooting Tips 

• Master password never changes. Always mlsnysed 
 

• Wait for green bar at the top of the screen after a test is completed 
to close the browser 
 

• No reports or progress is saved if test is not completed 
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MLS Support  

 
Guidebook: MLS User Guide 
 
Review: NYSED Online webinar resource  
 
Troubleshooting: Please email 
mls.email.server@gmail.com 
 
Resources can be found at 
www.p12.nysed.gov/biling/bilinged/SIFE.html 
 

mailto:mls.email.server@gmail.com
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/biling/bilinged/SIFE.html


Questions? 
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