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Supplementary Certification Pathway 
 

Fact Sheet 
 
 

Pathway for Content Area Teachers to Obtain Supplementary Certification in  
English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 

 
 
Under Commissioner’s Regulation Part 154, ESOL teachers play a more important role in the 
schools in order to support ELLs. They will work with content area teachers to ensure 
instruction meets the needs of ELLs and that ELLs are accessing the core curriculum with 
appropriate scaffolds.  
 
A certified content area teacher may obtain a supplementary ESOL certificate to work as an 
ESOL teacher in a district where a shortage exists because appropriately certified teachers 
cannot be found after a search has been conducted.   
 
A candidate who has: 
 

 a valid New York State teaching certificate 

 twelve semester hours of college coursework  
o Teaching Literacy Skills Methods (3 semester hours) 
o Teaching Literacy Skills (3 semester hours) 
o Methods of Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (6 semester hours) 

 passed the ESOL content area test 
 

may apply for a supplementary ESOL certificate. This supplementary certificate is valid for three 
years.  
 
The candidate must be enrolled in study at an institution of higher education (IHE) leading to an 
initial or professional certificate in the title sought and complete all requirements for the initial 
or professional certificate within the life of the supplementary certificate. The supplementary 
certificate cannot be renewed or be applied for again.  
 
The candidate must have a commitment of employment in the area of the supplementary 
certificate from the superintendent of the employing school district. The superintendent will 
attest to the Department that the candidate will be enrolled in an IHE, that there is a 
demonstrated shortage in the certificate area and ensure that there will be appropriate support 
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for the candidate in this position. Such support must include verified mentoring and coaching 
by a certified teacher in the content area, as well as assistance with curriculum and planning 
and appropriate professional development.  
  
The supplementary certificate is available is all classroom teaching titles however there are 
different requirements for different certificates. For these requirements, please see 
http://eservices.nysed.gov/teach/certhelp/CertRequirementHelp.do for the exact 
requirements. 

http://eservices.nysed.gov/teach/certhelp/CertRequirementHelp.do



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		memo_supp_cert_content.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
